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ADVERTISEMENT. 


S  the  Author  of  thefe  Confiderations  hay 
ventured  to  differ  from  the  commonly  re- 
ceived opinion,  it  may  be  of  life  to  confirm  his  fen- 
timents  wich  the  higher!  and  moft  unexceptionable 
authority  j  that  of  his  Frufllan  Majefty,  who,  in 
a  writing,  faid  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  himfelf, 
fpeaks  in  the  following  manner  : 

"AS  no  German  prince  has  a  right  to  meddle 
with  the  internal  policy  of  Great  Britain,  nor  with  the 
constitution  of  its  government ;  I  have  fome  reafons 
to  hope,  that  the  Englifli  nation  will  not  meddle 
with  the  domeftic  affairs  of  the  Empire.  And  I 
entertain  thofe  hopes  the  more ;  becaufe  England 
has  no  reafon  to  meddle  with  this  quarrel  from  any 
confideration  of  its  commerce,  or  otherwife.  And 
although  it  had  a  greater  inclination  for  one  Ger- 
man court  than  for  another,  yet  I  think  it  too  un- 
reafonable  to  pretend,  that  inch  powerful  and  ref- 
pechble  princes,  as  thofe  of  the  Empire  are,  mould 
be  obliged  to  rule  their  conduct  upon  the  inclina- 
tions of  thofe  amongii  the  Englifh,  who  flrive  to 

make 
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make  their  countrymen  enter  into  foreign  quarrels, 
I       are  of  no  manner  of  cohcefxj  to  England." 

Refcript  to  a  manifeflo  of  his  Pi  ufllan  Majefty, 
delivered  and  printed  at  the  fame  time,  by  his 
Minifter  at  London,  in  the  year  1754. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


ON    THE    PRESENT 


GERMAN    WAR. 


H  E  author  of  the  following  Confide^ 
i  rations  does  not  pretend  to  more  know- 

fl& Iffis  ledo-e  or  better  intelligence  than  other 

sKacaS!®  perfons  :  he  propofes  only  to  offer  to 
the  publick  the  calm  difpafiionate  reflec- 
tions of  a  private  man,  upon  the  prefent  flate  of 
our  affairs,  and  the  method  we  have  lately  chofen 
of  carrying  on  the  war  :  Reflections,  which  appear 
to  him  to  be  juft,  and  which  therefore  he  fuppofes 
may  approve  themfelves  to  the  underltandings  of 
others  his  fellow  fu  ejects,  who  fhall  read  them  a3 
he  intends  to  write,  without  any  view  to  particular 
men  ;  but  to  contribute  that  little  he  is  capable  of 
to  the  publick  fervice.  If  his  obfervations  are  falfe, 
they  will  then  be  neglected  :  if  they  are  true  and 
well  founded,  he  is  fure  they  are  of  importance 
cno.'gh  to  deferve  our  regard. 
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The  only  war,  which  England  is  at  this  time  en- 
gaged in,  is  a  War  with  France.    How  much  foever 
our   attention  may  be  diverted,  or  our  affections 
warped  towards  this  or  the  other  power  of  Europe; 
yet  that  is  the  only  State,  which  England  is  pro- 
tefiedly  at  war  with.     France  is  its  natural  rival 
in  time  of  peace,  and  its  only  formidable  enemy  in 
time  of  war.     So  far  are  we  from  having  declared 
war  with  any  other  State,  that  Britain  has  fcarce  a 
conteft  fubfifting  with  any  other  power  in  Europe. 
Ruffia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Holland,  the  Empire 
of  Germany,  and  the  feveral  particular  States  of  it, 
may  each  of  them,  at  different  times,  wifh  us  well  or 
ill  5  but  Britain  has  now  no  oppofition  of  intereft 
with  any  of.  them,  and  in  a  general  national  refpect 
has  very  little  to  hope  or  fear  from  them. 

If  we  take  a  comparative  view  of  the  ftrength  of 
the  two  nations,  whatever  may  be  faid  at  prefent  of 
our  naval  force,  it  mufl  be  allowed  that  France  is 
fuperior  to  us  in  its  land  force.  Could  we  indeed 
revive  the  old  Gallic  conftitution,  which  prevailed 
under  the  poiterity  of  Hugh  Capet ;  when  France 
was  divided,  as  Germany  is  now,  among  a  number 
of  independent  princes,  wh )  after  paying  homage 
to  the  fovereign,  made  war  with  him,  or  one  an- 
other, as  they  pleafed  :  or  had  we  the  maritime 
provinces  in  our  own  pofieffion,  and  the  Dukes  of 
B.rgun.'y  and  Bretagne  for  our  allies  ;  we  might 
then  carry  on  a  war  of  equ.diy  with  the  crown  of 
France  at  land,  and  hope  for  fuch  victories  as  thofe 

of 


[     3     ] 

of  Creffy,    Poi&iers,   and  Agincourt.     But  from 
the  time  when  the  whole  of  France  was  united  to 
the   crown,  and  the  liberties  of  the  States  and  no- 
biliry    abfolutely    fubjected    to    its    power,     the 
kingdom  of  France  has  been,    in  the   extent  of 
its  country,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  its  revenue,  fuperior  to  Britain.      The 
maps  will  teach  us   the  firft  of  thele  •,  all  the  wri- 
ters on  political  arithmetic  agree  in  the  fecond  ;  and 
the  third  we   have  learned  the  laft  winter  from  a 
gentleman,  who,  by  being  the  mafter  of  our  own 
finances,    may  be  allowed  to  have  the  beft  know- 
lege  of  thofe  of  other  countries  :  and  whofe  argument 
did  not  at  all  difpofe  him  to  magnify  the  French 
Revenue. 

France  is  ftronger  at  land,  not  only  than 
England,  but  than  any  other  power  in  Europe. 
The  Empire  of  Germany  in  the  extent  of  its  coun- 
try, and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  may  be  equal, 
if  not  fuperior,  to  France ;  but  the  divifion  of  it 
into  a  great  number  of  feparate  independent  States, 
while  France  has  its  whole  force  united  under  one 
abfolute  monarch,  renders  Germany  greatly  infe- 
rior to  France.  Hence  it  is,  that  France  has  for  a 
century  pad  been  formidable  to  the  reft  of  Europe  ; 
and  has  twice  been  able  to  fupport  a  long  war 
againft  the  united  alliance  of  the  whole. 

Whenever  any  power  in  Europe  fhall  have  grown 

up  to  a  degree  of  ftrength,  much  greater  than  that 
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of  any  other  power ;  it  from  thenceforward  be- 
comes the  intereft  of  the  other  States,  to  be  watch- 
ful over  it,  to  guard  againft  the  growth  of  it,  and 
mutually  to  afTift  each  other,  when  they  are  at- 
tacked by  it.  This  is  the  univcrfal  maxim  of  poli- 
tics, which  has  held  good  in  all  ages,  from  the 
firfb  eftablifhing  of  governments.  Dum  finguli 
pignanty  univerfi  vincuutur,  is  related  by  the  hif- 
torian  as  a  caufe  of  the  extending  the  Roman 
monarchy  ;  and  mull  be  a  principal,  or  at  lead 
a  concomitant  caufe,  in  the  growth  of  every  other. 

It  was  from  this  principle,  that  France  and  the 
reft  of  Europe  were  jealous  of  Charles  the  Vth, 
when  Germany,  Spain,  and  the  Netherlands,  with 
the  Indies,  were  united  under  one  head.  "  And 
11  all  true  Englijbmen,  Jiuce  the  decay  of  the  Spanijh 
cc  monarchy^  have  ever  taken  it  for  granted^  that  the 
<c  fecurity  of  their  religion,  liberty  and  property  \  that 
"  their  honour,  their  wealth,  and  their  trade  depend 
"  chief y  upon  the  proper  meafures  to  be  taken  from  time 
"  to  time  againft  the  growing  power  of  France.'*  This 
was  the  language  of  parliament  in  their  addrcfs  to 
King  William  juft  before  his  death-,  and  of  that 
Houfe  of  Commons,  which  has  been  thought  his 
wifeft,  and  to  have  bed  confulted  the  nation's 
intereft. 

The  three  powers  of  Europe,  which  are  moft 
indangered  by  France,  and  which  by  their  union 
alohe   can  carry  on  an  effectual  land  war  againft 

France 
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France,  are  Germany,  Holland,  and  England  : 
Spain,  and  Savoy,  Ruffia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden, 
may  any  of  them  accede  to  fuch  an  alliance,  but 
Germany,  Holland,  and  England,  mud  be  the 
bafis  of  every  confederacy,  which  can  be  of  any  avail 
againit  the  land  power  of  France. 

I  never  read  the  hiftoky  cf  the  two  grand  allian- 
ces, which  were  formed  by  King  William  againft 
the  growing  power  cf  Fiance,  without  feeling  the 
warmeft  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  that  great  deli- 
verer of  Europe.  Never  did  King  of  England  ap- 
pear with  greater  dignity,  than  he  did  in  that  great 
Congrefs,  held  at  the  Hague  in  the  year  1691, 
when  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  the  Kings  of  Spain, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  by  their  feveral  ambaffa- 
dors,  the  Electors  of  Germany  by  their  parti- 
cular minifters,  and  feveral  of  them  in  their  own 
perfons,  with  at  leaft  fifty  of  the  greateft  Princes  of 
Germany,  all  attended  to  hear  him  plead  the  caufe 
of  Europe  ;  and  all  joined  in  one  common  league 
and  declaration  againft  France.  This  was  an  auguft 
alliance  worthy  of  a  King  of  England  to  fight  at  the 
head  of.  An  alliance  which  brought  down  200,000 
men  upon  the  French  frontiers,  befide  thofe  in  Bri- 
tifh  pay  *.     And  though  King  William  was  not 

the 

*  Lewis  XlVth   had  generally  five  armies  in  the  courfe  of 
this  war  ;  fometimes  fix,  and  never  lefs  than  four.     Thofe  in 
Germany  and  Flanders  often  amounted  to  ioo,cco  foldiers  ; 
beflie  garrifons  kept  in  the  frontier  towns.     The  French  mo- 
narch 
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the  moft  fuccefsful  warrior,  yet  the  weight  of  this 
alliance  broke  the  power  of  the  French,  and  made 
them  fue  tor  the  peace  of  Ryfwick.  And  the  good 
faith  which  was  obferved  in  the  conducting  that 
treaty,  and  the  equal  regard,  which  was  paid  to 
all  the  Princes  concerned,  gave  fo  general  a  fatif- 
faction,  as  to  lay  a  firm  foundation  of  confidence 
in  the  honour  of  the  Englifh  government  •,  and  en- 
abled King  William  to  form  a  fecond  like  alli- 
ance, when  the  death  of  the  King  of  Spain,  and  the 
feizure  of  that  whole  monarchy  for  the  grandfon  of 
France,  made  it  necefiary. 

France,  in  confequence  of  that  firft  alliance,  be- 
held five  armies  of  50,000  men  each  upon  its  fron- 
tiers, three  of  them  commanded  by  the  Electors  of 
Bavaria,  Saxony,  and  Brandenburgh,  not  fighting 
with  one  another  for  the  French  diverfion,  but  in- 
vading of  France  upon  the  Rhine,  befide  the  grand 
army  of  the  Empire  under  the  Duke  of  Lorrain, 
and  the  united  force  of  England  and  Holland  in 
Flanders.  And,  though  the  ftrength  of  France 
was  at  length  exhaufted  by  contending  with  the 
troops  of  all  Europe  •,  yet  the  long  oppofition, 
which  it  made  to  the  united  efforts  of  Denmark, 
Sweden,  Germany,  Savoy,  Spain,  Holland,  and 
England,  proves  the  immenfe  height   of  power, 

lurch  had  at  one  time,  including  his  land  and  naval  forces, 
450,000  men  in  pay.  Neither  the  Turkifh  Empire,  nor  the 
Roman,  had  ever  fo  many  wars  at  once  to  iupport. 

Voltaire  le  Siec.  cap.  xv. 
which 
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which  that  kingdom  may  arrive  at,  and  the  abfo- 
lute  neceflity  there  was  of  forming  fuch  an  union. 

We  have  fince  heard  fo  much  of  the  attempts  of 
France  towards  an  univerfal  monarchy,  and  the  bal- 
lance  of  power,  neceffary  to  be  preferved  in  op- 
pofition  to  it ;  and  have  feen  it  made  a  pretence  for 
fo  many  meaner  purpofes  •,  that  we  now  naufeate 
the  fubject,  and  do  not  like  to  hear  any  more  of  it. 
Yet  a  meafure,  which  was  once  right,  muft  con- 
tinue to  be  right  to  eternity.  And  though 
France  may  not  have  a  Prince,  equally  able  and 
enterprizing  with  Lewis  the  XlVth  yet  the  king- 
dom is  the  fame,  and  its  land  forces  are  ftill  for- 
midable to  Europe  :  at  leaft,  it  is  the  only  State 
which  either  Europe  in  general,  or  England  in  par- 
ticular, can  be  indangered  by  ;  and  the  only  State, 
which  England  is  now  at  war  with. 

Every  meafure,  which  has  a  tendency  to  the 
uniting  the  powers  of  Europe  among  themfelves 
and  againft  France,  muft  therefore  be  for  the  gene- 
ral good  of  Europe,  and  the  particular  intereft 
of  England  :  and  every  meafure,  which  tends  to 
fet  the  States  of  Germany,  Holland,  and  England, 
either  at  war  with  each  other,  or  amongft  them- 
felves, muft  be  a  meafure  calculated  for  the  good 
of  France,  and  the  prejudice  of  the  other  powers 
of  Europe.  For  the  fame  reafon  every  meafure, 
tending  to  the  continuance  or  increafe  of  fuch  a 
war,  muft  be  for  the  benefit  of  France,  and  the 

prejudice 
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prejudice  of  Europe  :  becaufe  it  is  a  weakening  of 
the  rivals  of  France  •,  and  keeping  thofe  powers  at 
variance,  from  whom  France  can  have  nothing  to 
fear,  but  in  their  union. 

Ever  fince  the  times  immediately  preceding 
the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  it  has  been  the  con- 
11  ant  aim  of  the  French  government  to  efta- 
blifli  an  equality  of  power  and  independence 
among  a  number  of  princes  in  Germany,  and 
to  keep  them  as  much  as  poffible  divided  from 
each  other,  both  in  intereft  and  in  religion.  The 
crown  of  Sweden,  and  the  Proteftant  States  of 
the  Empire,  had  for  many  years  preceding  that 
treaty,  been  indangcred  by  the  power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria :  and  therefore,  when  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus  declared  war  again  ft  it,  France,  to  ferve  its 
own  purpofes,  willingly  entered  into  alliances  with 
him,  and  his  fucceeding  generals,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war  :  and  the  Cardinals  Rich- 
lieu  and  Mazarine,  while  they  were  perfecuting  it 
in  France,  became  the  Defenders  of  the  Proteftant 
Faith  in  Germany.  This  independency  of  the  fe- 
veral  German  States,  which  was  fo  firmly  eftablifh- 
cd  'by  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  is  what  the  Ger- 
man Princes  call  the  Liberties  of  Germany,  and  the 
Syftem  of  Germany.  And  the  French  willingly 
guarantied  this  treaty  •,  knowing,  that  while  they 
kept  Germany  thus  divided,  they  themfelves  fhould 
be  the  lefs  indangered  by  it. 


It 


t    9    ] 

If  every  war  between  England  and  Holland,  or 
between  either  of  thefe  and  Germany,  or  in  Ger- 
many itfelf,  between  any  two  States  of  the  Empire, 
be,  fo  far  as  it  goes,  a  prejudice  to  Europe,  and  a 
fecurity  to  France ;  it  follows,  that  whenever  fuch 
wars  (hall  arife  between  any  two  German  States, 
and  much  more  between  any  two  principal  powers 
of  Europe,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  France  to  en- 
courage and  inflame  them.  Thus  the  French 
court,  in  Charles  the  lid's  time,  encouraged  the 
Dutch  to  undertake  a  war  with  the  Engiifh,  and 
afterwards  excited  the  court  of  England  to  declare 
war  againft  Holland,  promifmg  to  both  the  affif- 
tarice  of  their  fleet,  but  leaving  them  both  in  battle 
to  deflroy  each  other. 

On  the  other  hand,  whatever  wars  fliall  arife  be- 
tween any  two  States  of  Europe,  or  any  two  princes 
of  the  Empire,  it  will  be  the  interelt  of  every  other 
State,  except  France,  to  compole  thefe  differences, 
if  it  c.;n  be  done,  by  their  mediation  and  good 
offices. 

If  every  war,  which  arifes  between  any  two  par* 
ticular  States  of  the  Empire,  be  itfeif  a  misfortune, 
and  contrary  to  the  intereft  of  Europe  ;.  the  evil  will 
be  Hill  the  greater,  and  the  mifchief  fo  much  the  more 
extenfive,  if  France  fhall  make  itfelf  a  party  in  the 
war,  and  (hall  join  itfelf  to  either  of  the  two  fides, 
to  keep  the  difpute  alive  fo  much  the  longer.  Ac- 
cordingly  we  find  that  this  has  been  the  conftant 
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policy  of  France,  to  mix  itfelf  in  all  quarrels  in  the 
Empire,  and  keep  up  the  difputes  of  the  contend- 
ing parties  as  long  as  it  can  ;  till  one  or  the  other  is 
reduced,  or  they  (hall  both  fee  their  interefl  to 
agree. 

Should  England  or  Holland  take  the  oppofite 
part  in  any  fuch  difpute,  this  would  be  a  ft  ill 
greater  misfortune  ;  and  could  only  ferve  to  ex- 
tend and  multiply  the  cvii,  and  lengthen  the  conti- 
nuance of  it  :  and,  whoever  be  the  parties,  or 
whatever  be  the  event  of  the  war,  muft  be  a  mif- 
fortune  to  Europe  ;  and  fo  long  as  it  continued 
muft  be  a  weakening  of  Germany,  and  a  fervice  to 
the  caufc  of  France. 

Thus  let  the  whole  force  of  Germany  be  con- 
fidcred  as  equal  to  a  hundred :  and  let  any  two 
powers  of  it  be  at  war  together,  whofe  force  (hall 
be  to  each  other  as  eight  to  ten  of  thofe  parts.  So 
far  as  this  war  goes,  it  is  a  lofs  to  Europe  by  the  de- 
ftruclion  or  diminution  of  the  force  of  eighteen 
parts.  If  the  quarrel  be  adopted  by  any  of  the 
other  powers  of  Germany,  that  produces  a  lofs  or 
diminution  of  fo  many  more  parts :  If  France,  to 
keep  up  the  conteft,  fhould  take  the  weaker  fide, 
and  add  to  the  power  whofe  force  is  eight,  fo  as 
to  make  it  fuperior  to  ten,  the  evil  is  not  leffened, 
but  made  greater.  Should  England  be  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  join  in  the  conteft,  and  fend  its 
land  force  of  fifty  into  the  war,  and  France  there- 
i  upon 
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upon  fend  a  force  of  eighty  •,  the  party  afiifted  by 
England  would  bs  but  little  benefited  by  the  alli- 
ance ;  the  Englifh  would  Hill  be  the  weaker  fide  •, 
the  force  of  Europe  would  be  diminiflied  fo  much 
the  more  ;  and  France  only  be  advantaged.  This 
is  a  kind  of  reafoning  which  muft  hold  invariably - 
juft  in  all  ages.  And  whether  Britain  fhall  take 
the  part  of  Heffe  againft  Saxe,  or  of  Saxe  againft 
HefTe  ;  of  Auftria  againft  Pruflia,  or  of  Pruflia 
againft  Auftria  -,  the  intereft  of  Europe  is  hurt,  the 
powers  of  Germany  are  weakened,  and  France  only 
can  be  aggrandized  at  the  expence  of  both. 

Should  the  reader  think  this  reafoning  too  mi- 
nute, and  make  a  doubt,  whether  the  caufe  of 
Europe  can  be  fo  much  affected  by  the  difputes  of 
thefe  minor  States  of  the  Empire ;  I  am  not  dif- 
pofed  to  augment  the  importance  of  them  :  but 
then,  if  the  intereft  of  Europe  be  not  concerned  in 
them,  that  of  England  muft  be  much  lefs  fo ;  becaufe 
no  German  difpute  can  be  an  object  worthy  the 
Brrtifh  regard,  but  only  as  the  intereft  of  Europe  is 
affected  by  it.  Whether  Wittenburg  or  Wirtem- 
burgh,  LunenburghorLawenburgh,  Sultzbach  or 
Anfpatch,  fhall  get  the  better  in  any  difpute,  is  an 
affair,  which  may  engage  the  pafiions,  the  preju- 
dices, and  fometimes  the  intereft  of  any  particular 
Elector:  but  all  thefe  party  quarrels  of  Germans 
among  themfelves  are  beneath  the  notice  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  thefe  realms.  Britain  knows 
none  of  them,  but  as  members  of  the  Empire  in 
C  2  general 
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general,  and   as   parts  of  one  great  whole,  to  be 
:'uit  France  the  common  enemy. 

In  (hort,  either  there  is  fuch  a  thing,  as-  a  com- 
mon intereft  of  Europe,  and  Germany  is  or  may 
be  of  ufe  to  Britain  and  the  common  caufe ;  or  it 
cannot.  If  there  is  no  fuch  common  caufe,  or 
Germany  cannot  be  of  ufe  to  it,  then  certainly  it 
cannot  be  of  ufe  for  England  to  lavifh  its  millions 
about  ic.  If  there  be  fuch  a  caufe,  and  Germany 
ever  can  be  of  ufe  to  England  by  ferving  it,  it  can 
be  fo  only  by  i:s  union.  Germany  divided  into 
factions,  and  fighting  one  half  of  it  againft  the 
other  half,  cannot  weaken  France,  or  ferve 
the  caufe  of  Europe.  Nothing  but  a  hearty  union 
of  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  and  the  feveral  States, 
which  compofe  it,  acting  under  one  head,  can  be 
of  any  avail  for  this  purpofe.  The  fowing  divi- 
fions  therefore  in  the  Empire,,  and  abetting  the 
quarrels  between  any  of  its  members,  may  ferve 
the  humour  of  a  particular  elector  •,  certainly  does 
ferve  the  caufe  of  France,  but  never  can  the  intereft 
of  England. 

I  don't  determine,  whether  the  Germans  are  likely 
fcon  to  agree  together  in  any  one  point ;  and  much 
lefs  in  uniting  with  England  and  the  States  General 
in  a  war  with  France  :  but  till  they  do  thus  agree, 
England  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  little  internal 
quarrels.  The  only  chance  we  have  however  for 
an  union,  and  the  only  means  of  accelerating 
»  ic 
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it,  is  to  leave  the  French  to  themfclves  •,  not  to 
conquer  Germany,  for  that  is  impoflible  to  do,  but 
to  harrafs  it  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  and  make 
themielves  as  odious  as  we  can  defire. 

If  a  regard  for  the  intereft  of  Europe  in  general 
ought  to  keep  us  from  meddling  in  any  German  do* 
meftic  war,  the  particular  intereft  of  Germany  will 
be  no  Jefs  hurt  by  our  engaging  in  it.  One  of  the 
greateft  calamities,  which  can  happen  to  a  country, 
is  doubtlefs  that  of  a  civil  war.  A  war  between 
two  members  of  the  Empire  is  in  refpecl:  to  that 
head,  under  which  they  are  all  united,  a  civil  war. 
There  may  be  fome  difference  between  the  degree  of 
obedience,  due  from  the  feveral  States  to  the  head  of 
the  Empire,  and  that  of  the  fubjefls  of  any  parti- 
cular kingdom  to  theirs ;  but  fo  far  as  the  intereft 
of  the  Empire  is  affected,  and  fo  far  as  the  prefent 
argument  is  concerned,/  this  is  a  German  civil  war. 
One  of  the  moft  mifcr/ievous  circumftances  attend- 
ing civil  wars  has  generally  been,  that  each  fide, 
being  more  animated  by  their  party  hatred,  than  by 
the  love  of  their  country,  the  weaker  is  too  apt  to 
call  in  a  foreign  force  to  its  affiftance.  Thefe  al- 
ways enter  to  ferve  their  own  purpofes,  and  not 
that  of  the  country  in  general,  or  of  the  par- 
ticular party,  which  invites  them.  This  begets 
a  precedent,  and  excites  the  other  party  to  take 
the  fame  deftructive  meafure.  Thus  the  State  is 
over-run  with  armies  much  greater  than  its  own  ; 
and  every  part  of  the  country  ravaged  to  the  de- 
duction 
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ftruclion  of  the  individuals  -,  til]  at  length  perhaps 
the  war  terminates  in  an  ifTue,  very  different  from 
what  either  of  the  parties  had  originally  intended. 
Every  one  knows,  that  this  is  the  general  hiftory  of 
civil  wars.  Place  the  fcene  where  you  will,  or  in 
what  age  of  the  world  you  think  fit,  this  has  been 
the  common  courfe  of  them.  Our  own  country  in- 
deed was  fortunate  enough,  to  have  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  fo  much  imploy'd  againft  each 
other,  during  the  period  of  our  civil  war,  (hat  they 
had  no  leifure  to  attend  to  the  Englifh  concerns. 
Though  France  did  us  the  kind  office  of 
fending  a  minifter,  under  the  pretence  of  a  media- 
tor, to  inflame  our  differences,  and  blow  them  up 
into  a  civil  war  as  foon  as  it  could  ;  but  its  troops 
were  otherwife  imploy'd. 

Germany  has  been  fo  unhappy,  as  to  have  a  dif- 
pute  arife  between  two  of  its  leading  Princes  about 
the  right  to  four  great  dutchies  in  one  of  its  remoter! 
provinces.  What  the  names  of  thefe  are,  I  confefs 
I  do  not  know  ;  nor  I  fuppofe  does  one  man  in  ten 
thoufand  of  my  fellow  fubjects ;  though  we  have 
fpent  fo  many  millions  about  them  :  but  they  lie 
fomewhere  in  Silefia,  one  of  the  moft  eaftern  in- 
land provinces  of  Germany,  with  twenty  interme- 
diate States  between  us  and  them.  Such  a  difpute 
arifing  in  Germany  was  doubtlefs  a  misfortune  to 
it.  However,  as  the  revenues  of  neither  of  the 
parties  are  inexhauftible  ;  the  probable  iffue  of  fuch 
a  war,  if  they  were  left  to  themfelves,  would  be, 

that 
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that  one  or  the  other  of  them  would  find  their  re* 
venues  brought  to  an  end,  and  would  be  obliged  to 
fubmit.  Whether  Pruffia  or  Auftria  carried  its 
point,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  the  leaft  confequence 
to  England  :  for,  befide  that  the  country  itfelf  is  at 
too  great  a  diftance  for  us  to  be  affected  by  it ; 
England  has  actually  taken  both  fides  of  the  con- 
troverfy,  and  therefore  cannot  be  really  interefted 
in  either.  But  the  misfortunes  of  Germany  are 
not  fo  fpeedily  determined.  Unhappily  for  the 
poor  people,  the  one  fide  called  in  the  French, 
and  the  other  the  Englilh.  Can  this  be  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  Germany,  to  have  the  flame  of  a  civil  war 
fed  with  a  flock  of  fewel  infinitely  greater  than  its 
own?  To  have  the  revenues  of  England  and  France 
poured  into  the  Empire,  fo  much  the  longer  to 
enable  the  Germans  to  deflroy  each  other,  and  mul- 
tiply the  miferies  of  this  civil  war  through  all  the 
parts  of  the  Empire  ? 

But  it  may  be  faid  perhaps,  that,  if  Britain  does 
not  take  any  part  in  thefe  German  wars,  France 
neverthelefs  will  :  and  therefore  England's  interfer- 
ing is  only  a  neceffary  oppofition  to  France.  How 
far  this  may  be  right  in  reipect  of  England,  (hall  be 
confidered  hereafter  ;  but  we  are  now  treating  of  it 
only  in  relation  to  the  intereft  of  Germany.  Doubt- 
lefs  then  it  is  the  intereft  of  France,  as  often  as  any 
of  the  German  princes  go  to  war,  to  aflift  the 
weaker  party,  and  blow  up  the  contention.  This 
the  French  may  praclife  by  themfclves,  to  a  cer- 
tain 
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tain  degree,  and  for  a  certain  time  ;  till  the  Ger- 
mans fhall  fee  their  own  intereft,  and  the  French 
ihall  make  themfelves  odious.  But  if,  as  often  as 
France  declares  on  one  fide,  England  adopts  the 
other,  how  is  Germany  relieved  ?  France  will  al- 
ways take  care  to  fend  troops  enough  to  keep  the 
balance  even;  and  all  that  England  can  do  by  its 
officioufnefs,  will  be  the  drawing  fo  many  more 
parts  of  Germany  into  the  quarrel,  and  enabling  the 
Germans  to  cut  each  others  throats  fo  much  the 
longer.  That  is,  leave  the  French  to  themfelves, 
they  will  doubtlefs  do  as  much  mifchief  as  they  can; 
but  in  time  they  may  make  themfelves  generally 
hated,  and  the  Germans  wife  enough  to  agree  :  and 
England,  fo  long  as  it  continues  neuter,  will  be 
courted  by  both  parties,  and  by  its  good  offices 
may  mediate  a  peace  between  them  :  but  the  hope 
of  peace  vanifhes,  the  inftant  we  declare  for  either 
of  the  parties ;  which  are  thereby  fet  the  farther  at 
variance.  That  is,  we  double  the  calamity  to  Ger- 
many, and  divide  with  France  the  odium  of  it. 

But  if  the  French  are  left  to  themfelves  in  Ger- 
many, this  will  increafe  their  influence  in  the  feve- 
ral  courts  of  it.  For  a  time  it  may  ;  but  Britain 
cannot  help  that.  So  long  as  the  contending  par- 
ties are  exafperated  againft  each  other,  England, 
by  efpoufing  the  caufe.  of  either,  cannot  probably 
benefit  the  fide  it  adopts ;  certainly  cannot  benefit 
itfeif,  and  only  makes  the  influence  of  France  over 
the  other  fide  fo  much  the  ftronger. 

Would 
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Would  we  then  have  all  Germany  be  over-run  by 
the  French  ?  I  anfwer,  No.  Humanity  teaches  us 
to  with  hurt  to  no  country  ;  but  Germany  is  not 
ours.  If  the  French  will  ftir  up  diviHors  among 
the  German  Princes,  and  they  are  weak  enough  to 
yield  to  them,  is  England  anfwerable  for  this  ?  If 
any  country  in  Europe  is  to  be  over-run  by  the 
French,  whither  can  their  armies  (efpecially  when 
we  are  at  war  with  them)  be  better  turned,  than 
into  Germany  ?  A  country,  which  they  never  can 
conquer,  which  can  beft  bear  their  invafions,  and 
the  powers  of  which  alone,  by  uniting  together,  are 
able  to  repell  them.  If  Germans  themfelves  have  fo 
little  affection  for  Germany,  as  to  call  in  foreign 
troops  to  opprefs  it ;  are  we  bound  to  feel  a  greater 
concern  for  their  country  than  they  ?  Is  Britain  to 
make  itfelf  the  general  Knight  Errant  of  Europe, 
to  refcue  oppreffed  States  ;  and  exhauft  itfelf,  and 
neglect  its  own  wars,  in  order  to  fave  men  in  fpite 
of  themfelves,  and  who  will  not  do  any  thing  to- 
wards their  own  deliverance  ? 

But  fhall  we  fuffer  the  Proteftant  intereft  to  be 
oppreffed  ?  This  is  a  queftion  put  into  the  mouths 
of  many  good  people,  and  therefore  deferves  a  par- 
ticular anfwer.  We  happen  now  to  have  one  no- 
minal Proteftant  Prince  on  our  fide  -,  and  therefore 
the  Proteftant  intereft  has  been  fpecioufly  held  out 
to  our  view.  But  in  the  laft  war  we  were  fighting 
for  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  this  Proteftant 
Prince  had  only  a  Popifh  King  of  France  for  his 

D  defender. 
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defender.     Did  we  then  think  the  Proteftant  intereft 
II  concerned   in  that  war  ?  And  why  fliould  we 
in   this  ?   This  great  champion  of  Proteftantifm  was 
then   univerfally  decried  by    us,  as  a  man  void  of 
faith,  religion,  and  every   good  principle.     Have 
his   writings   made  us  think  better  of  his  religion  ? 
.  ■  out  even  in  this  war  with  conlidering  him  as 
nem-y  to  our  Proteftant  Eleftorare  •,  and  hired 
an  army  of  Ruffians  to  invade  him.      What  is  it- 
then,  that  has  at  once  changed  him  in  our  opinion,- 
irom  a  defpifer  of  all  religion,  to  the  defender  of 
the  Proteftant  ?  But  not  to  infill  on  this, 

In  the  firfl:  place,  if  we  recollect  the  (late  of  Eu- 
r:  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  prefent 
war,  what  one  Popifh  power  had  attacked  the  Pro- 
teftant religion,  or  had  fhewn  the  lead  intention  to 
infringe  the  liberties  of  any  one  Proteftant  State  ? 
Something  of  that  fort  might  have  happened  before; 
but  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  Palatine  or  a 
Sulrzburgher  complaining.  Even  that  moft  bi* 
gotted  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  then  pradufing  lefs  of 
its  religious  tyranny  over  its  Proteftant  fubje&s, 
than  it  had  been  ordinarily  ufed  to.  Not  one  in- 
novation had  been  made  in  the  Empire  in  pre- 
judice of  the  Proteftant  intereft,  except  only  that 
•  K.  of  P.  had  built  a  Popifh  church  at 
Berlin,  and  fuel  the  foundationftone  laid  in  his  own 
name,  in  the  midft  of  his  Proteftant  dominions. 
lould  the  Proteftants  of  Germany  therefore,  in 
fuch  a  time,  have  pretended,  that  their  religion  was 

in 
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in  danger,  and  that  they  took  up  arms  for  the  de- 
fence of  it,  the  Papifts  may  very  juftly  conclude, 
that  they  never  will  lay  them  down  again  •,  tor 
there  never  was  a  time,  when  the  Protectants  had  lefs 
ground  of  complaint,  than  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war.  How  then  can  this  be  cal- 
led a  religious  war  ?  The  truth  is,  fuch  an  affertion 
might  pafs  in  an  Englifh  aftembly,  willing  to  be- 
lieve any  thing  that  was  faid  to  it.  They  might  be 
told,  that  the  Emprefs  Queen  was  going  todeftroy 
the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the  fyftem  oi  Germany  : 
but  no  one  of  the  Proteftant  powers  upon  the  con- 
tinent was  under  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  danger 
to  their  religion,  at  that  time,  from  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  whatever  might  have  been  their  jealoufies 
from  the  K.  of  P. 

Should  any  one  doubt  of  this,  let  him  in 
the  next  place  confider,  who  are  the  parties, 
which  are  engaged  in  this  war.  If  we  look 
round  Europe,  we  fhall  find  as  many  Proteftant 
States  fighting  againft  us,  as  for  us;  and  more, 
who  rather  wifh  ill,  than  wifh  well,  to  our  caufe, 
which  therefore  they  certainly  do  not  think  the 
caufe  of  Proteftantifm.  Swedes  and  Saxons  are 
in  arms  againfc  us  •,  the  Ruffians,  though  not  Pro- 
teftants, are  ftiil  farther  from  being  Papifts ;  and 
the  Dutch  and  Danes  have  given  no  proof  of  their 
wifhing  fuccels  to  our  caufe.  I  do  not  mean  the 
defence  of  H — r,  butthe  war,  in  which  we  are  fup- 
porting  the  K.  of  P.  Does  any  one  think,  that  the 
D  2  French 
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Fr  icfc   the  Hanoverians,  becaufe  they  are 

gnd  ot  their  fending  their 
is    to  convert  them    to  Popery  I 
the  leaft  attempt  of  that  fort,  while 
were   in    pofleffioi.  ot  the   country  ?  Surely 
then   we  may  a!iow  the  other  Proteftant  States  of 
pe  to  be  judges  of  the  intereft  of  their  reli- 
gion, as   well   as  ourfelves  :  and  not  one  of  thefe 
have    expreiTed   the   leaft  apprehenfions  of  danger 
threatened   to  it.      We  may,  if  we  pleafe,  hardily 
call  this  K.  of  P.  the  defender  of  the  Proteftants  ; 
but  nw  one  Proteftant  State  in  Europe  will    thank 
us    for    what    he  has  done;  nor  will  any  German 
Proteftant     ;ate  aft  with  us,    except  only  thofe, 
which  we  have  bought,  and  taken  into  our  pay. 

In  the  iaft  place,  let  us  confider  the  operations 
of  tins  war,  and  what  are  the  effects,  which  it  has 
actually  produced  ;  which  in  every  other  cafe  is  al- 
lowed to  be  the  beft  rule  to  form  a  judgment  upon. 
The  vt.y  fir  ft  concerted  operation  of  this  Prote- 
ftant champion,  was  the  entering  into,  and  feiz- 
ing  of  Saxony,  the  firfl  Proteftant  State  of  the  Em- 
pire •,  and  fetting  all  the  Proteftant  States  at  va- 
riance with  each  other. 

The  reader  will  remember,  that  we  are  not  now 
confi  :ering,  whether  this  Pruflian  war  was  ajuft  one; 
but  h-  w  fai  it  is  a  religious  one.  Whether  Prufiia 
or  Saxony  be  in  the  right,  the  hurt  done  to  the 

Proteftant 
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Proteftant    intereft    in   Germany,  by  fetting  two 
Proteftant  Electorates  at  variance,  is  juft  the  fame  •, 
and  the  Popilh  States  alone  can  rejoice  in  the  de- 
ftruction  of  either.     There  have  been  times,  when 
the  zeal  of  the  Popes  of  Rome  made  them  hold  fre- 
quent confiftories  to  confult,  how  they  might  belt 
deftroy  that  pellilent  northern  herefy,  as  our  religion 
was  once  called,  when  the  reformation  was  firft  adop- 
ted by  the  northern  powers  of  Germany  ;  and  there 
have  been  bigotted   Emperors,  who  have  formed 
leagues,  and  made  many  attempts,  in  conjunction 
with  the  court  of  Rome,  for  the  deftruction  of  Prote- 
ftants;  which  Providence  was  pleafed  to  difappoint. 
But  what  is  there,    that  the    bittereft  enemies  of 
our  religion  could  have  devifed,  fo  effectually  to 
ferve  their  purpofe,  as  the  lighting  up  a  war  be- 
tween thefe  Proteftant  States  themfclves  ?   Which, 
without  raifing  any  jealoufy  of  Papifts  ;  without 
the  cruelty   of  perfecution  ;  without  the  odium  of 
incurring  any  breach  of  faith,   lhould  let  thefe  Pro- 
teftant powers  upon  worrying  each  other,  with  in- 
finitely greater  deftru£tion  than  any  the  fharpeft 
perfecution  ever  produced,  and  ruining  the  whole 
north  of  Germany. 

Could  a  Gregory  or  a  Ferdinand  have  wifhed  for 
any  thing  more,  than  that  Saxony,  where  the  refor- 
mation firft  began,  fhould  be  ravaged  from  end  to 
end  :  its  country  wafted,  its  cities  ruined,  their 
fuburbs  burnt,  its  princes  and  nobles  driven  into 
banifhment,  its  merchants   beggared,  its  peafants 

forced 
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forced  into  arms,  and  made  to  (heath  their  fwords 
in  the  bowels  of  their  countrymen,  or  in  thofe  of 
their  Proteftant  neighbours,  Bohemians,  Hunga- 
rians, and  Silefians ;  or  elfe  forced  to  fly  for  (belter 
into  the  armies  of  France,  there  to  fight  under 
Popifh  banners,  againft  their  Proteftant  brethren, 
and  made  to  march  over  the  bodies  of  Proteftant 
Enalifhmen  *. 


■o' 


Could  the  cooleft  malice  of  jefuitifm  have 
doomed  our  Faith  to  a  heavier  vengeance,  than 
to  have  Proteftant  Saxons,  dabbing  Proteftant- 
Britons,  Proteftant  Hanoverians,  murdering  Prote- 
ftant Wirtenburghers,  Proteftant  Heftians  fight- 
ing aginft  Proteftant  Palatines,  Proteftant  Swedes 
invading  Proteftant  Pruflians,  and  Proteftant  Bohe- 
mians, Hungarians,  and  Silefians,  coming  all 
armed  under  Popifh  ftandards,  to  cut  the  throats 
of  Proteftant  Brandenburghers.  All  this,  and 
more  have  we  feen  (eventually,  though  not  inten- 
tionally) brought  about  by  the  councils  of  Prote- 
ftants  themfelves,  and  have  in  one  year  given  more 
money  to  effect  it,  than  the  amount  of  all  the 
fums,  which  the  court  of  Rome  has  contributed  for 

*  The  troops,  which  marched  over  general  Kingfley  at  the 
bat;lc  of  Minden,  and  which  mull  have  been  firlt  cut  to  pieces, 
if  our  hone  had  come  up,  were  Saxon  infantry.  The  regr- 
ments,  which  the  French  oppofed  U>  Prince  Ferdinand's  attack 
at  Bergen,  were  Saxons ;  and  throughout  the  war,  the  Ger- 
man corps  in  the  French  arniy,  h-ve  been  made  the  greateft 
furTeru;. 
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the  deftru&ion  of  Proteftantifm,  from  the  birth  of 
Luther,  to  this  day. 

But  mall  France  be  fuffcred  to  conquer  H r  ? 

No  one,  who  is  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  the 
State  of  Europe,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  Em- 
pire, can  fuppofe  the  crown  of  France  mould  en- 
tertain a  thought  of  making  a  real  and  permanent 
conqueft  of  H— r.  France  enters  Germany  as  a  friend 
and  ally  of  the  Empire,  and  as  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  of  Weflphalia  ;  and  as  fuch  cannot  pretend  to 
make  a  real  conqueft  there  :  that  would  be  quarrel- 
ing with  its  allies  in  the  very  aft  of  affifting  them. 
An  Electorate  of  the  Empire  is  not  to  be  annihilated, 
but  by  the  deftruction  of  the  whole  Germanic  confti- 

tution.  For  a  King  of  France  to  make  himfelf  E r 

of  H— r,  and  ejedt  a  whole  family  out  of  its  rights! 
would  be  fo  great  an  ad  of  violence,  that  e°very 
member  in  the  empire  would  rife  againft  it.  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  could  not  but  take  the  alarm  at 
it.  And  if  France  were  to  pretend  to  hold  the  E— te 
in  its  own  right,  what  muft  become  of  the  inter- 
mediate States  ?  Would  the  French  conquer  them 
too  ?  That  muft  commit  them  in  eternal  quarrels 
with  every  member  of  the  Germanic  body.  Would 
the  Empire  fuffer  a  great  part  of  Germany,  and  two 
or  three  Electorates  at  once  to  be  cut  off  from  its 
dominions,  and  made  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
France  ?  Tis  the  very  thing  which  England  mould 
wifli  the  French  to  attempt,  in  order  to  unite  all 
Germany  againft  them. 

Would 
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Would  they  then  hold  the  Electorate  by  itfelf,  de- 
tached from  all  their  other  dominions?  H — r  in  that 
cafe,  might  prove  the  church-yard  of  the  French,  as 
well  as  Italy  has  been,  and  the  other  parts  of  Ger- 
many. Nor  would  Engl  ind  have  any  reafon  to  envy 
France,  the  impracticable  tafk  of  defending  a 
country,  furrounded  with  enemies,  and  feparated 
from  al  its  other  dominions.  But  in  reality,  the 
conftitution  of  Europe,  makes  every  thing  of  this 
kind  abfolutely  impoffible.  All  that  France  can 
propofe,  after  the  grcateft  fuccefs  there,  can  be 
only  to  take  a  temporary  poffeflion  of  the  country 
during  the  war  ;  to  hold  it  in  depofite,  as  the  K. 
of  P.  did  the  Electorate  of  Saxony.  And,  if  this 
were  to  happen,  doubtlefs  every  good  man  ought 
to  be  forry  for  it  :  but  wherein  confifts  that  fuper- 
lative  greatnefs  of  the  evil,  that  Britain  fhould  thus 
move  Heaven  and  Earth,  and  rifk  every  danger  to 
prevent  it.  The  French  'tis  true,  would  poflefs 
themftlves  of  the  revenues  of  the  country  ;  and  all 
the  taxes,  which  the  people  now  pay  to  their  fove- 
reign,  would  be  paid  to  France.  But  would  Eng- 
land be  fo  much  impoverifhed  ?  Or  would  the 
crown  of  France  be  fo  very  formidably  inriched  by 
the  acquifition  ?  A  French  army,  in  the  country, 
would  themfelves  probably  find  a  ufe  for  all  the 
money  they  could  raife  there  :  but  fuppofe  a  very 
difinterefted  general  fhould  be  able  to  remit  a  couple 
of  hundred   thoufand   pound   from  H  ■  r  to 

Verfailles,     which    is    probably    more    than    the 
French  revenue  would  ever  gain  by  it  5  '  is  there 
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any  kind  of  occonomy  in  our  having  put  ourfrlves 
in  three  years  time  to  an  expence  of  twelve  millions, 
to  prevent  France  from  getting  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  out  of  Germany  ? 

But  the  poor  people,  it  may  be  faid,  deferveour 
compafllon.  True,  they  do  fo  ;  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  we  ought  to  let  them  alone,  and  not  make  their 
country  the  theatre  of  a  war,  which  mult  ruin 
them.  A  fmall  Stare,  which  is  invaded  by  the 
armies  of  one  infinitely  greater  than  itfelf,  is  doubt- 
lefs  under  a  great  misfortune  ;  all  refiftance 
is  ufelefs,  and  it  has  nothing  to  do  but  fubmit. 
But  there  is  a  way  of  doubling  this  misfortune;  and 
that  is,  by  having  another  great  State,  almoit 
equal  to  the  invader,  undertake  the  defence  of  it. 
If  the  country  fubmit,  it  has  but  one  army  to  main- 
tain •,  and  may  in  the  beginning  yield  upon  terms, 
which  are  tolerable:  but  if  it  be  defended,  it  has 
then  two  armies  in  it,  and  is  fure  to  be  opprefled 
by  them  both.  An  army  is  a  many  headed  mon- 
iler,  that  muft  be  fed  j  and  the  defending  army 
ought  to  have  as  many  mouths,  as  the  attacking  ; 
and  each  will  get  but  all  they  can  from  the  poor 
inhabitants. 

We  have  indeed  heard,  with  concern,  of 
turning  a  country  into  a  mere  defert.  But 
what  was  the  reafon  ?  Nor  becaufe  the  coun- 
try was  conquered  ;  that  is  a  reafon  for  preferv- 
ing  it;  but  to  prevent  the  danger  of  its  being  loll. 

E  The 
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The  prefent  more  humanized  laws  of  war,  do 
not  admit  of  burning  of  towns,  and  deftroying  of 
countries,  where  there  is  no  oppofkion  made. 
"  Before  Chrijiianity  was  eflabliJJjcd  in  the  world : 
"  when  vanquiffjed  provinces  were  laidw.ifle,  and  de- 
"  populated,  fays  Marfhal  Saxe,  the  fortifying  of 
"  great  towns  might  wear  fome  appearance  of  rea- 
"  fon  ;  but  now  that  war  is  carried  on  with  more 
"  moderation  and  humanity \  as  being,  by  thefe  mea- 
4,1  fures,  productive  of  more  advantage  to  the  con- 
"  queror,  &c."  Thefe  more  violent  ravages  are 
only  committed  in  time  of  actual  war,  and  are  folely 
theconfequents  of  oppofition.  And  when  two  great 
armies  are  carrying  on  a  war  in  a  country,  each  of 
them  will  make  this  deftrucYion ;  when  it  happens 
to  be  neceflary  for  them,  to  prevent  their  enemies 
finding  fubfiftence  in  it,  or  purfuing  them  through 
it.  Each  of  them  will  be  apt  to  do  it,  without 
afking  themfelves  whether  they  are  the  invaders, 
or  the  defenders  of  it. 

The  Spaniards  burnt  their  own  country  in  Queen 
Ann's  war ;  and,  if  the  French  mould  be  able  to 
throw  over  a  body  of  men  into  England,  while  our 
armies  are  fighting  in  Germany,  it  ought  to 
be  done  here..  I  do  not  fay  whether  it  would 
be  done  or  not,  but  every  horfe,  cow,  and  fheep, 
ought  to  be  driven  off  or  deftroyed,  and  every 
flack,  mill,  and  oven,  burned  or  ruined.  Thefe 
are   evils,    which  are  not    prevented,    but  made 

in 
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in  a  country  by  refinance  :  they  never  follow,  from 
its  being  invaded,  but  frequently  arife  out  of  its 
being  defended.  Nothing  of  this  kind  was  prac- 
tifed  in  H — r,  while  the  French  were  victorious,  and 
in  quiet  poffeilion  of  it :  they  would  not  deftroy 
the  country  then  for  their  own  advantage.  But  let 
a  fuperior  army  come  to  drive  them  out,  or  let  a 
defending  army  be  obliged  to  abandon  it,  each 
will  be  apt  to  leave  as  little  as  poflible  behind  them, 
to  accommodate  their  enemies  in  their  purfuit. 
Such  are  the  calamities,  to  which  we  wilfully  ex- 
pofe  a  fmall  State,  by  making  it  the  feat  of  war, 
between  two  potentates  much  greater  than  itfelf. 

Companionate  minds  might  ftill  entertain  a  doubt 
about  thefe  things,  and  fufpect  that  there  might 
be  fome  unknown  evils  in  a  French  army's  poifef- 
fing  themfelves  of  H — r,  if  we  had  not  already  tried 
it.  But  we  have  now  made  the  experiment,  and 
know  the  worft  of  it.  The  French  have  already 
been  in  pofTeffion  of  this  country.  Did  the  fun 
refufe  to  mine,  or  the  rivers  ceafe  to  flow,  upon 
that  account  ?  They  certainly  did  not  here  in  Eng- 
land. Britain  ftill  continued  an  ifland,  and  its  go- 
vernment ftill  fubfifted,  though  the  French  had 
feized  on  the  government  of  FI — r.  But  the  poor 
people  were  miferable.  Without  doubt  they  were 
fufferers,  and  defcrved  our  companion,  butpofiibly 
not  to  that  degree,  which  may  have  been  repre- 
fented.  Inftead  of  confulting  our  imaginations,  or 
hearkening  to  exaggerated  defcriptions  ac  a  diftance ; 
E  2  there 
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is  a  furcr  method  of  judging,  and  that  is,  by 
kin<j;  the  fufierers  themfelves,  and  liftcnino;  to 
the  la  of  their  actions.  What  did  they  do 
on  that  occafion  ?  The  II n  chancery  re- 
nouncing all  their  Englifh  connections,  made  the 
convention  of  Cloftcr- Seven  :  by  which,  they  a- 
grted  to  give  the  French  the  poflfefrion  of  the  coun- 
try, defiling  to  live  in  a  quiet  ftate  of  neutrality. 
Happy,  if  they  might  have  continued  fo  :  but 
foon  after  the  K.  of  P.  gained  the  victory  of  Rof- 
batch,  and  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  allow  them 
to  remain  at  peace.  His  arguments  prevailed,  and 
the  army  of  Obfervation  took  up  their  arms  again. 
The  unnecefTarily  giving  offence,  is  not  the  way  to 
do  good  i  and  therefore  I  attempt  no  farther  eluci- 
dation on  this  head.  But  whatever  elfe  may  be 
dark  in  this  myiterious  tranfac'iion ;  one  thing  at 
leaft  is  clear  ;  that,  fince  the  H — ns  by  themfelves 
were  content  to  fign  a  neutrality,  and  let  the  French 
flay  in  their  country,  we  need  not  put  ourfelves  to 
the  annual  expence  of  four  or  five  millions  to  keep 
them  out. 

Here  I  may  be  told,  perhaps,  of  the  Duke  de 
Richlieu's  extortions,  while  the  French  army  v/as 
in  the  country  ;  and  every  benevolent  mind  will 
doubtlefs  feel  a  juft  concern  for  the  fufferings, 
which  the  poor  people  indured  ;  far  be  it  from  me 
to  attempt  to  leffen  them.  But  the  reader  will  re- 
collect, that  thefe  opprefTions  were  alledged  as  one 
of  the  pleas  for  the  convention  of  Clofter-feven's  being 

broken  i 
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broken  •,  and  that  therefore  fome  allowances  are  to  be 
made  for  the  aggravations,  which  are  natural  upon 
fuch  an  occafion.  And  did  not  this  general  render 
himfelf  odious  by  his  exceffes  ?  And  did  not  fome 
of  his  own  officers  condemn  him  by  a  contrary  be- 
haviour ?  Both  of  thefe  therefore  prove  the 
truth  of  what  I  have  faid,  about  the  more  civilized 
laws  of  war. :  elfe  the  one  could  not  have  been  con- 
demned for  the  breaking  them,  or  the  other  honour- 
ed for  obferving  them.  But  befide  this,  it  is  to  be 
confidered,  that  H — r  by  its  union  with  P.  was  be- 
come obnoxious  to  the  other  Princes  of  the  Em- 
pire. They  had  with  indignation  feen  the  K.  of 
P.  twice  fct  all  Germany  in  a  flame,  ravage  fome 
of  the  fined  parts  of  the  empire,  and  facrifice  the 
lives  of  his  own  fubjects,  and  theirs,  by  thou- 
far.ds,-  to  his  ambition  ;  many  of  them  had  been 
actual  fufferers,  and  all  were  kept  in  fear  by  him. 

By   this   conjunction  therefore  of  the  H — — n 

caufe  with  his,  the  French  gained  a  fpecious  pre- 
tence to  gratify  their  own  malice,  and  their  generals 

rapacity,  at  the  poor  PI ns  coft ;  and  at  the 

fame  time  the  merit  of  ferving  the  Empire,  and  re- 
venging the  caufe  of  its  fuffering  members  in  fo 
doing.  The  extraordinary  part  therefore  of  the 
fufferings  of  the  poor  people,  is  not  to  be  placed 
to  the  Knglilh  account,  but  to  the  P — n.  Had  the 
E — e  appeared  in  Germany,  in  as  inoffenfive  a  light, 
as  the  intereft  of  England,  and  the  good  of  the 
poor  people  of  H — r  mould  have  led  us  to  wilh, 
the  French  might  not  have  ventured  on  thofe  ex- 
cefles. 
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cedes.  But  they  knew,  that  none  of  the  other 
Princes  of  the  Empire  would  refent  them  :  that 
they  had  then,  before  their  eyes  much  greater  feve- 
rities,  praiftiling  in  Saxony  *  j  and  therefore, 
might  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  a  few  of  the  fame 
extortions  brought  home  to  that  E — te,  which  they 
might  be  apt  to  think,  had  been  one  of  the  caufes  of 
them.  After  all,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  fome  of- 
ficers are  more  rapacious  than  others,  and  the  poor 

H ns  had  then  the  misfortune  of  having  the 

French  army  commanded  by  one  of  the  worft  of 
them.  But  in  general,  the  French  are  a  fair  enemy, 
and  neither  they  nor  we  have  exercifed  any  unne- 
eeiTary  cruelties  to  each  others  fubjects.  Nor  could 
the  country  therefore  have  any  fufferings  to  fear  be- 
yond the  allowed  ufage  of  war  upon  an  Englifh  ac- 
count :  nor  woull  a  French  army  flay  there,  in  all 
probability,  more  than  one  campjign,  if  we  would 
but  keep  out  of  it,  and  take  from  the  French  court 
all  hope  of  drawing  over  an  Englifh  army  to  meet 
them  there. 

In  the  couffe  of  the  laft  war,  we  faw  French  ar- 
mies traverfe  all  Germany,  and  enter  into  the  coun- 
tries of  friends  and  foes.  Their  coming  into  any 
country,  is  doubtlefs  a  bad  thing,  but  we  have  never 
known  the  Germans   themfelves  confider  it  in  fo 

*  The  city  of  Lcipfic  was  then  26V  ally  under  a  fort  of  military 
execution  :  and  the  merchants  made  to  draw  bills  upon  their  cor- 
leipondsius,  and  kept  under  guard,  till  their  bills  were  accepted. 

very 
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very  terrible  a  light,  as  to  throw  away  millions  after 
millions  to  prevent  it. 

If  one  French  General's  conduct  prove  an  excep- 
tion to  the  received  laws  of  war,  we  have  every 
year  a  very  ftrong  evidence  to  confirm  them.  The 
Landgraviate  of  HeiTe,  is  as  fine  a  country  as  any 
in  North  Germany  ;  and  yet  their  Landgrave  lets 
us  have  his  troops  for  the  fum  of  340,000/.  and 
fuffers  the  French  to  poffefs  themfelves  every  year 
of  his  country,  and  come  into  his  capital ;  his 
troops  being  at  that  very  time  fighting  againft  them 
in  our  fervice.  And  we,  h.re  in  England,  thought 
fo  very  lightly  of  their  having  entered  it  now  the 
third  year  •,  that  we  made  rejoicings  for  the  aftion 
of  Warbourg,  in  which  we  had  at  mod  killed  only 
1500  French,  and  taken  as  many  prifoners,  and 
fired  the  Tower  guns  for  it,  as  a  victory  gained  •, 
though  we  knew,  that  by  that  very  action,  the 
French  had  taken  pofTefiion  of  Caffel.  If  two  fuc- 
ceflive  Landgraves  have  every  year  expofed  their 
country,  and  their  own  palace  to  be  poffefTed  by 
the  French,  for  the  benefit  of  letting  us  their  troops 
for  340,000/.  Then,  though  we  cannot  pofitively 
afcertain  the  damage,  this  gives  us  at  leaft  a  nega- 
tive meafure  of  it ;  and  proves,  that  it  cannot  ex- 
ceed that  fum. 

The  reader  will  obferve,  that  I  give  every  ad- 
vantage to  this  eftimate  ;  and  fuppofe  them  to  fee 
the  lives  of  their  foldiers  at  nothing.     However, 

if 
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if  the  Landgrave  did  not  repent,  and  we  fired  guns 
of  rejoicing,  at  the  time  when  the  French  army 
got  poffeflion  of  CafTel  ;  can  their  getting  one  ftep 
farther,  appear  lb  very  tremendous  a  thing,  that 
this  nation  fhould  fpend  three,  four,  and  five  mil- 
lions to  prevent  it. 

But  H r  is  now  attacked  folely  upon  an 

Englifh  account ;  and  therefore  England  ought  to 
defend  it.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  Electorate  is  invad- 
ed merely  on  an  Englilli  account — And  will  not  this 
always  be  the  cafe  ?  Is  it  pofiible  for  that  country 
to  give  our  enemies  lefs  ground  of  offence  in  any 
future  quarrel,  than  it  did  in  this  ?  Could  the 
French  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  Electorate 
had  taken  any  part  in  the  difpute  between  the  two 
nations  about  our  poficfiions  in  America  ?  Who  does 
not  fee  then,  tha:  the  fingle  reafon,  why  it  is  at- 
tacked, is  becaufe  the  French  know,  that  we  lhall 
defend  it  ?  That  the  French  therefore  only  march 
their  troops  thither  ;  becaufe,  as  we,  by  our  fupe- 
riority  at  fea,  have  the  advantage  in  attacking  the 
French  fettlements  in  America,  and  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies-;  fo  the  French,  by  their  fuperiority  at 
land,  and  their  greater  nearnefs  to  H — r,  are  fine  to 
have  the  advantage,  by  meeting  the  Englifh  troops 
there.  They  would  not  go  thither,  unlefs  they 
were  certain  of  finding  us  there :  they  always  will 
go  thither,  as  long  as  the  Englifh  councils  refolve 
to  oppofe  them  there.  The  reafon  is,  that  it  is 
not  worth  their  while  to  march  their  troops  fo  far 

from 
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from  home,  from  any  other  motive  but  that.     I 
would  not  be  underftood  to  depreciate  the  Electorate, 
or  to  fet  the  value  of  it  below  that  of  other  countries : 
but  no  particular  diftrict  in  North  Germany,  is  rich 
enough  to  make  it  worth  the  while  of  a  great  king- 
dom, like  that  of  France,  to  march  its  troops  fo 
far  out  of  its  own  dominions,    merely  for  the  fake 
of  maintaining   them  at  free  quarter.     One   Ger- 
man Prince  may  treat  another  in  that  manner  •,  as 
for  inftance,  when  this  war  (hall  be  concluded,  the 
Elector  of  Saxony  may  perhaps  choofe  to  go  and 
eat  up  another  E — >te  by  way  of  retaliation  for  our 
having,  as  he  may  think,  fo   largely  contributed 
to  the  deftruction  of   Saxony.     He,  as  a  German, 
may  have  his  German  paflions,  prejudices,  or  af- 
fections •,  and  one  German   power  may  attack  an- 
other, without  giving  umbrage  to  the  Empire  :  but 
to  a  great  King,  like  the  King  of  France,  it  can- 
not  be   an   object.     If  he  fend  a  great  army,  the 
people  cannot  maintain    them  :    if  a   little   one, 
they    will  drive  them  out  of  it  :   if  he  duly  adjuft 
the  proportion  of  troops,  between  what  will  keep 
the  country  in  fubjection,  and  what   it  can  fup- 
port,  the  expedition  will  at  belt  but  pay  its  own 
charges-,  and  nothing  will  remain  to  the  Crown  of 
France.     Indeed,  how  mould  there  be  any  thing  ? 
According  to  the  prefent  laws  of  war,  the  utmoft, 
which  a  French  army  could  do,  would  be  to  oblige 
the  people  to  quarter  their  foldiers,  and  to  pay  to 
the  crown  of  France  the  fame  taxes,  which  they  now 
F  do 
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do  to  their  own  fovereign  *.  Would  a  Tingle 
ilorcn  of  that  money  find  its  way  to  Paris,  in  that 
cafe,  more  than  does  nuw  to  London  ?  Are  gene- 
ral officers  fuch  good  managers  for  the  crown  re- 
venue ?  Would  not  they  find  ufes  enough  to  em- 
ploy it,  where  they  are,  or  pretences  to  put  it  into 
their  own  pockets  ?  Will  the  people  pay  their  taxes 
to  their  enemies  more  cheerfully,  than  to  their  na- 
tural fovere'gn  ?  Or  will  it  be  collected,  and  remit- 
ted to  Paris,  upon  cheaper  terms  by  thirty  thoufand 
commiffioners  of  this  revenue,  than  it  can  be  by  the 
civil  officers  to  their  own  Elector  in  time  of  peace? 
And  yet,  till  we  can  prove  hov  much  comes  to 
England,  we  need  not  fear  the  King  of  France's 
being  enriched  by  it  in  time  of  war. 

Hanover  in  itfelf  therefore  cannot  be  a  fufficient 
object  to  induce  a  great  kingdom  to  fend  its  troops 
thither  merely  to  dillrefs  the  poor  inhabitants  :  by 
which  it  is  likely  to  ruin  all  their  difcipline,  and 
turn  them  into  thieves  and  banditti ;  and  from  which 
it  can  propofe  to  draw  nothing  to  itfelf,  but  the 
odium  of  an  unjuft  invafion  of  the  rights  of  inno- 
cent people.  All  Europe,  after  one  campaign 
would  condemn  the  cruelty  and  meannefs  of  fuch 

*  The  reader  will  remember,  that  in  all  that  was  faid  about 
the  French  adminiilration,  the  chief  document  of  it,  was  a  decree 
of  the  French  council,  for  the  receivers  of  the  Electoral  revenue  to 
to  be  accountable  to  a  Mr.  Faidy,  for  the  produce  of  them.  And 
confidering,  that  the  decree  does  not  mention  a  fyilable  of  /»- 
creafing  the  taxes,  the  violence  feems  to  have  been  offered  to  the 
affections  of  people,  rather  than  to  their  purfes. 

a  beha- 
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a  behaviour  in  a  great  kingdom  like  France ;  which 
mould  thus  confefs  its  inferiority  to  its  enemy,  by 
feeking  to  revenge  its  quarrel  on  a  deiencelefs  coun- 
try which  had  not  the  leaft  concern  in  it.  And  no 
meafure  could  make  the  French  more  obnoxious  to 
the  Empire,  if  we  would  but  keep  out  of  it.  It 
would  then  be  a  German  caofe,  and  not  an  Englifh 
one  ;  and  the  Electorate  would  have  aright  to  call 
for  the  affiftance  of  the  Empire  to  its  protection.  Ic 
might  fufFer  a  little  at  firfl  perhaps,  as  the  German 
councils  are  flow  ;  but  from  the  nature  of  things  it 
is  evident,  that  the  French  army  never  would  fray 
there  more  than  a  fingle  winter.  The  French  there- 
fore, would  not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  go 
thither,  un'efs  they  were  fure  to  find  an  army  in 
Englifh  pay  to  fight  with,  and  juftify  their  corn- 
ins;  thither. 


o 


I  now  add,  that  whenever  an  Englifh  army 
is  there,  they  always  will  go  thither ;  becaufe 
that  is  the  mod  advantageous  mc  thod  of  carrying 
on  the  war  for  them,  and  the  molt  difadvantageous 
for  England.  It  muit  be  fo  as  long  as  the  prefent 
war  (hall  laft  :  becaufe  England  has  fo  great  a  iupe- 
riority  at  fea,  that  they  have  no  other  country  to 
go  to.  The  French  have  now  no  one  place  to  fight 
us  in,  unlefs  we  find  for  them  a  field  of  battle  in 
Germany.  They  cannot  invade  England  :  if  they 
could,  there  would  not  be  a  man  of  their  army  in 
Germany.  But  their  troops  probably  would  not 
embark  on  board  their  tranfports,  after  having  feqn 
their  fleet  deftroyed,  which  fliould  have  protected 
F  z  them  •, 
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•     m;  or,  if  they  would,  they  could  not  gtt  out. 
y  cannot   fciid  over  their  tro  >ps  in  a  fufficient 
number  to  attack  us  in  the  Weft- Indies ;  no,  nor  to 
defend  themfelyes,,   if  a  pure  regard  toBritains  good 
could  have  prevailed  with  us  to  attack  them  there 
bit  winter  ;  becaufe  iheir  ports  are  ail  blocked  up. 
The  French  troops  therefore,  mult  either  have  re- 
mained at  home  unemployed,  or  be  fent  into  Ger- 
many.   And,  at  a  time,   when  they  were  precluded 
from   invading    England,    and     their    Welt-India 
iQands  lay  all  naked  and  expofed  to  us  ;  whither 
could   they   wifh  to  transfer  the  war,  rather  than 
into  Germany,  where  they  have  nothing  to  lofe,  or 
be  in  fear  for  5  and  where  could  they  wifh  to  have 
us  meet  them,  rather   than   in  a  country,  where 
we  have  nothing  to  hope  for  ? 

Should  any  one  in  anfwer  to  this,  alledge 
that  Britain  has  nothing  to  lofe  in  Germany, 
any  more  than  France  has.  I  anfwer,  yes. 
England    has    its    greater!    ftake   there  •,    it  has 

j-j  _ ,r   to   lofe.      Should  the  reader    demur 

to  this,  and  raife  a  doubt,  whether  that  country  be' 
really  of  fo  much  importance  to  Britain;  I  cannot 
anfwer  his  doubts  :  but  if  it  be  not  of  that  impor- 
tance, what  then  are  we  fighting  for  ?  Why  have 
we  been  fpending  twelve  millions  in  Germany,  to 
defend %  only  from  infult,  that,  which  cannot  be  of 
fo  much  worth  to  us 5  or  to  prevent  the  French 
from  getting  into  a  country,  where  they  will  find 
nothing  to  tempt  their  ftay,  or  to  remit'to  their 
own   crown,    when  they  have  been   there  ? 

Shall 
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Shall  then  the  innocent  Hanoverians  be  quartered 
upon,  and  opprefied  by  the  French  tioops,  and  the 
Englifh  not  attack  them?  Not,  if  we  have  any  com- 
panion for  the  Electorate  :  for  then  the  French  will 
always  go  thither.  And  how  cruel  a  hardfhip  (h  I  1 
we  bring  upon  the  country,  if  we  thus  make  it  the 
feat  of  our  wars  :  or  when  will  there  be  an  end  of 
the  poor  people's  forrows,  if  by  thus  confidering 
them,  as  a  part  of  ourfelves,  we  furnLTi  all  nations 
with  the  means  of  annoying  us  •,  and  make  the  Hano- 
verians backs  rue  the  fin  art  of  every  quarrel,  which 
may  happen  to  arife  between  Britain,  and  any  other 
powers  upon  the  continent  ? 

But  fome  perhaps  may  fay,  let  who  will  attack 

the  Electorate  upon  our  account,  we  will  revenge 

its  caufe.     We  may,  if  we  pleafe,  refolve  that  we 

will  defend  it  againft  every  power  in  Europe  ;  but, 

without  being  at  a  greater  expence  to  maintain  that 

government,  than  our  own  in   time  of  peace,  we 

cannot  defend   i:  againft  any.     This   is  an  evil, 

which  necefiarily  arifes  out  of  its  diftance  from  us. 

The  parliament  may  addrefs  for  it ;  and  generous 

Britifh  hearts  ought  to  feel  for  it ;  but  they  cannot 

protect  it  :  either  from  the  French,  when  they  are 

pleafed  formally  to  attack  it ;  or  from  any  of  the 

lefTer  States  of  the  Empire,  if  they  choofe  fuddenly 

to  over-run  it.     Do  we  doubt  of  this  ?  The  courfe 

of  the  war,  has  afforded  but  too  many  proofs  of 

our   inability  in  this  refpect.     How  did  the  war 

begin  ?  The  fcene  in  Germany,  opened  with  our 

being  in  alliance  with  the  Emprefs  Queen.     And 

the 
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the  K.    of  P  —  a,  under   the  encouragement  of 

France,  was  threatening  to  invade  the  E te. 

We  looked  over  all  the  other  parts  of  Europe  in 
vain  •,  and  fent  to  the  fartheft  North,  and  agreed  to 
give  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  the  court  of 
Ruffia,    to    march    fifty-five   thoufand    men   into 

P a,  in    order   to    find   that  Prince  imploy- 

ment  at  home.  We  afterwards  perceived,  that 
this  Ruffian  diverfion,  which  was  to  march  through 
Poland,  would  be  ineffectual:  what  then  was  to 
be  done  ?    That   was  the   only    refource,    which 

B n  had   for  defending   it;  and  that  failed. 

We  were  then  forced  to  fee  our  inability  •,  and  by 
renouncing  our  treaty  with  Ruffia,  and  giving  up 
our  old  allies,  were  made  to  buy  off  an  evil,  which 
we  could  not  repel!.  And  being  thus  brought  into 
a  ftate  of  dependence  upon  a  fingle  ally,  he  knew 
how  to  improve  it  from  one  ftep  to  another,  till 
we  are  at  length  reduced  to  an  appearance  at  leaft 
of  being  tributaries  to  a  K.  of  P a. 

Here,    perhaps,   a  generous  Englilh  breaft  may 
revolt  againfl  the  expreffion,  and  difdain  to  own, 

that  the  money  we  pay  to  P a,  is  a  tribute. 

He  is  our  ally,  and  we  pay  him  a  Lbfidy,  but  not 
a  tribute.  Let  us  confider  then  the  nature  of  each, 
and  what  it  is,  which  conflitutes  the  difference  be- 
tween them.  A  fubfidy  is  an  honorable  penfion, 
given  by  one  State  to  another,  in  confideration  of 
fervices  done,  orbenefits  to  be  received.  Thus,  for 
in  fiance,  the  five-hundred  thoufand  pounds  we  were 

to 
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to  pay  toRufiia,  would  have  been  a  fubfidy,  becaufe. 
we  were  to  have  an  army  of  fifty-five  thoufand  men 
in  return  for  it :  and  the  expofing  of  his  country  as  a 
frontier  to  Hanover,  and  the  letting  us  his  troops, 
is  a  fervice  done  by  the  Landgrave  of  HefTe,  and 
therefore  the  money  paid  him,  is  a  fubfidy.     But 

what  is  it,  that  the  K.  of  P a  has  done  for 

the  money  we  pay  to  him  ?  Was  his  having  fallen 
upon  a  Proteftant  Electorate,  and  deitroying 
Saxony,  a  fervice  done  to  Britain  ?  Was  that  the 
aft  of  merit,  which  conititutes  this  payment  a  fub- 
fidy ?  Will  this  nation  take  upon  itfelf  the  blood  of 
a  hundred  thoufand  German  Protectants,  and 
avow  the  fhedding  of  it  as  a  benefit  received  ?  Is  it 
then  his  having  attacked  the  Emprefs  Queen?  whe- 
ther juftly  or  not,  is  his  concern  •,  whether  advan- 
tageoufiy  for  England,  is  only  ours.  That  cannot 
be  the  benefit  received  ;  for  vie  have  already  feen, 
that  the  lighting  up  a  civil  war  in  Germany,  and 
much  more  the  involving  that  part  of  it,  which  we 
ought  moit  to  wifh  the  welfare  of,  in  a  quarrel  with 
the  Diet,  and  the  other  Princes  of  the  Empire, 
cannot  be  a  fervice  done  to  England  ;  whatever  it 
may  be  to  France. 

But  the  Emprefs  Queen  refufed  to  defend  the 
Electorate.  True,  (lie  alledged  her  cwn  danger  : 
and  therefore  he  increafed  that  danger  :  and  by 
prefling  her  fo  much  the  more,  drove  her  into  a 
clofer  union  with  our  enemy  :  by  which  fbe  had  been 
before   induced  to  put  into  the  hands  of  France, 

Nieuport 
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Nienport  and  Oftend-,  and  may  poffibly  be  driven 
to  cede  to  the  Ruffians,  fuch  a  part  of  their  con 
quells,  as  may  give  them  a  vote  in  the  Diet,  and 
thereby  diffract  the  German  councils  fo  much  the 
more.  Are  thefe  fuch  valuable  confiderations  to 
Britain,  as  to  make  this  a  fubfidy  ?  Once  indeed 
he  fought  with  the  French,  in  the  Imperial  army 
at  Rofbatch  ;  but  fought  them  as  his  own  enemies, 
and  not  ours.  The  French,  to  fave  appearances 
•with  their  allies,  marched  out  of  their  way  to  at- 
tack him  ;  otherwife  he  had  not  fhewn  the  leail 
difpofition  to  go  out  of  his,  to  ferve  us. 

Does  he  then  fupply  our  army  with  troops  ? 
There  were,  it  is  fiid,  in  the  campaign  of  Crevelt, 
two  Pruflian  regiments  of  horfe,  who  refufed  to 
charge  the  French,  and  thereby  loft  us  the  faireft 
opportunity,  we  ever  had,  of  defeating  them.  But 
fuppofing,  that  th^y  had  done  their  duty  ;  two  or 
three  regiments  cannot  be  an  equivalent  for  fix- 
hun  'red  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds.  In  Queen 
Ann's  war,  the  fubfidy  paid  to  a  K.  of  P— — a, 
was  fifty  thoufand  pounds  j  for  which,  we  fent  his 
troops  to  fight  the  French  in  Savoy.  But  what  is 
the  benefit,  which  this  much  greater  fum  is  the 
purchafe  of  ?  It  will  be  difficult  to  name  any  real 
fervice  he  can  do  to  Britain  •,  though  it  may  be  eafy 
to  fee  the  mifchief,  he  can  do  elfewhere. 

If  we  look  into  the  three  Jafl  trcati?s  with  him, 

we  fh-ll  have  ftiil  more  reafon  to  think,  that  he  is 

4  bound 
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bound  to  no  fervice  whatfoever.  Some  general  ex- 
pressions there  are  about  a  common  caufe,  which  he 
ieems  left  at  liberty  to  interpret  to  his  own  conve- 
nience. What  is  the  common  caufe,  between  two 
parties,  who  have  no  common  enemy  ?  We  are  not 
at  war  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  he  wiil  tell 
us,  he  is  not  at  war  with  France.  The  treaty  does 
not  oblige  him  to  yield  us  any  fpecific  affiftance  -s 
yet  we  give  him  more  than  the  whole  amount  of 
the  fubfidies,  which  in  Queen  Ann's  war,  we  paid 
to  our  German  allies  all  put  together.  We  deliver 
up  our  money  to  him,  for  this  one  cogent  reafon9 
becaufe  he  wants  it ;  and  that  feems  the  only  thing 
there  certainly  determined,  that  he  will  have  it : 
he  will  have  it  all  at  one  payment,  immediately 
upon  the  ratification  ;  the  ufe  he  is  to  make  of  it, 
is  to  raife  troops,  to  itrengthen  himfelf,  without 
his  being  obliged  to  fend  a  man  to  us ;  he  is  to  fight 
his  own  battles,  and  not  ours  *  ;  and  by  his  victo- 
ries, to  enable  himfelf  to  demand  the  more  of 
us.  If  by  any  of  thefe  treaties,  he  guaran- 
ties the  Electorate,  his  actions  have  already  fhewn, 
that  he  underftands  by  it  nothing  more,  than  the 
not  attacking  it  himfelf:  for  fo  far  was  he,  after  the 
firft  treaty,  from  fending  an  army  to  keep  the 
French  out  of  Hanover,  that  he  withdrew  his  troops 

*  The  render  may  fee  this  treaty  in  the  appendix,  which  is 
the  more  worth  his  perufal,  becaufe  he  \vi!!  find  no  treaty  like 
it,  fince  the  time  of  King  John. 


out 
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out  of  Wcfd,  in  order  to  let  them  in.  The 
Wilis  given,  therefore,  fcem  not  calculated  to 
patchafe  a  defence,  fo  much  as  to  keep  off  an  at- 
'  tack  i  that  is,  it  is  a  confideration  paid  to  buy  off  an 
evil  of  fulTcring,  which  is  the  ftricT:  definition 
of  a  tribute.  And  if  B- n  will  fingiy  un- 
dertake the  defence  of  fo  remote  a  country,  it  mult 
fubmit  to  fee  that  famous  fentence  reverfed  :  Auro> 
ven  Ferro,  Liberanda  eft. 

But   the  K.  of  P a  is  a  great  Prince  ;  and 

B -n  may  fubmit  to  pay  him  juft  fourteen 

times  the  price*,  which  was  agreed  for  the 
redemption  of  Rome.  Still  there  is  no  end 
of  the  troubles  of  the  Electorate,  upon  this  mis- 
taken plan  of  defending  it-,  for  now,  that  we  have 
difcovered  to  Europe  our  weak  part,  we  have  put 
it  in  the  power  of  every  the  meaneft'  Prince  in 
Germany  to  infult  us,  and  make  us  buy  it  over 
ao-ain:  for  we  can  defend  it  againft  none  of  them. 

I  have  already  hinted  the  poflibility  of  an  Elector 
of  Saxony'^  feeking  an  indemnification  for  his  fub- 
ieCls  fufferings,  on  another  Electorate,  which  he 
rhay  think  to°have  too  largely  contributed  to  them. 
But  Britain  may  not  always  have  the  honour  of  a 
crowned  head  to  contend  with.  Suppofe  a  Duke 
of  Wirtemberg,  as  he  has  already  changed  his  reli- 


*  A  thoufand  pound  weight  of  gold. 
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gion,  poflibly  with  a  view  to  a  tenth  Electorate  ; 
ihould  be  fed  with  that  hope,  and  perfuadedby  the 

Imperial  court  to  invade  H r.     Could  Bru 

tain  defend  it  againft  him  ?  Not  without  an  ex-" 
pence  of  many  millions.  We  may  think  the  tioops 
of  the  Electorate  itfelf  are  a  match  for  his,  and  lo 
they  are.  But  we  have  heard  of  a  French  army's 
entering  the  Empire  under  the  title  of  troops  of  the 
circle  of  Burgundy.  Or,  a  peace  being  made,  fol- 
diers  of  fortune  enough  may  be  brought,  by  the 
Court  of  Vienna's  encouragement,  and  French 
money,  to  engage  in  that  Prince's  fervice.  Or 
why  may  not  the  French  themfelves  march  down 
their  troops  to  the  Rhine,  and  break  them  on  one 
fide  of  the  river,  to  crofs  over  and  become  troops 
of  Wirtemberg  on  the  other  ?  This  has  been  the 
method,  in  which  the  French  have  executed 
their  treaties,  even  after  a  fpecific  renunciation, 
which  in  our  future  treaty  cannot  be  thought 
of  *.  TO'  compleat  the  em  bar  aliment,  per- 
haps his  majefty  of  P  a  may  choofe  to  hold 
the  balance   of     power   even    between    the    two 

contending  houfes  of  B k  and  Wertemberg  : 

and  Britain,  by  attempting  things  out  of  its  power, 
may  give  that  petty  Prince  the  honour  of  beating 

*  By  the  Pyrenean  treaty,  the  French  court  formally  aban- 
doned the  Portuguefe.  But  Marfhal  Schomberg  went  into  Por- 
tugal, with  a  body  of  French  troops  ;  whom  he  paid  with  the 
money  of  Lewis  the  XiVth,  though  he  pretended  to  maintain 
them  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  Portugal.  Thefe  troops,  be- 
ing joined  by  the  Portugueze  forces,  obtained  a  complete  vic- 
tory at  Villa  Viciofa  ;  which  fixed  the  crown  in  the  houfe  of 
Braganza.     Voltaire. 

G  2  US, 


[  44  ] 
us,  with  whom  it  is  a  difgrace  to  us  to  contend. 
Such  are  the  effects  of  a  miftaken  act  of  duty.  By 
thus  confidenng  a  diftant  country  as  a  part  of  Bri- 
tain, and  difcovering  too  great  a  fondnefs  for  it,  we 
expofe  the  poor  people  of  it  to  continual  broils  and 

mifery,  and  incail  perpetual  ignominy  on  B n, 

by  attempting  to  defend  them.  They  may  juftly 
come  within  our  compaiiion  •,  but  for  that  very  rea- 
fon,  we  ought  to  feparate  our  caule  from  theirs, 
becaufe  they  are  far  removed  out  of  our  protection. 
Could  the  Electorate  ever  have  been  designed  to 
make  a  part  oi  us,  and  to  be  thus  tender  to  us  as 
the  apple  of  our  eye  ;  it  would  have  been  placed 
under  the  guard  of  our  front,  and  not  out  of  the 
reach  even  of  our  hands  *. 

But  the  tvvo  houfes  of  parliament,  it  is  faid, 
have  promiled  that  they  will  defend  the  Electorate. 
If  they  were  fo  improvident  as  to  promife  fuch  a 
thing,  we  have  now   found    it  to  be   impoflible  : 

*  The  author  hope?,  that  nothing  in  thefe  (beets  will  bemif- 
interpre'eu  ;o  the  diladvantage  of  a  country,  for  which  he  thinks 
that  every  good  fubject  ought  to  have  the  fincereif  regard.  'Tis 
the  pointing  our  what  appears  to  him  the  mod  cfTe^uial  method 
of  f  curing  it  froin  the  prefent  a.id  future  attacks  of  our  enemies, 
which  m..kcs  one  prit  cipal  end  of  the'e  confederations.  Much 
lefs  would  he  knowingly  (ay  any  thing  on  the  fubjedt, 
which  mould  not  cxprefs  the  molt  refpeftful  duty  acd  reverence 
towards  the  befl  of  fovereirs.  He  conOucrs  the  argument  of 
the  next  head,  of  perfect  and  imperfect  obligation,  as  a  pointof 
ethics,  and  not  of  politicks  :  and  therefore  the  reader,  may  pafs 
it  over,  if  the  objuclion  does  not  llrike  him. 

the 
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the  fault  therefore  mult  be  in  the  making  fuch  a  pro- 
mife,  and  not  in  the  non-performance  of  it ;  be- 
caufe  no  promife  binds  to  impoffibilities.  This 
is  the  ihort  anfwcr,  and  might  fuffice.  But 
pofiibly,  there  may  be  thofe,  who  after  having 
made  their  court,  by  running  the  nation  into  a 
greater  expence  for  the  German  war,  than  it  had 
then  the  lead  idea  of ;  may  hope  to  make  their  ex- 
cufe  to  the  people,  by  pretending  that  they  have 
done  it  only  in  confluence  of  a  former  vote 
Thus  are  Britain's  treafures  to  be  lavifhed  away  in 
millions,  and  more  money  fpent  on  the  German 
war  alone,  than  the  whole  fea  and  land  fervice  colt 
in  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  campaigns  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  feeking  to  redrefs  ourfelves,  we  are  to  be 
difputing  who  did  it.  If  it  has  been  wrong,  and 
no  one  will  avow  the  paft,  let  no  one  adopt  the  fu- 
ture. The  time  may  come,  when  the  nation,  be- 
ing exhaufted  by  the  German  war,  and  perhaps  in- 
timidated by  that  very  Prince  it  is  now  upholding, 
may  be  forced  to  give  up  its  own  conquelts  to  buy 
him  a  peace.  Then  every  member  of  the  admini- 
ftration  will  difown  this  exceflive  regard  to  Germany, 
and  each  individual  will  fay,  that  for  his  part  he 
was  always  againft  it.  If  he  expect  that  we  mould 
then  believe  him,  let  him  openly  difown  it  now.  Now 
let  them  ftand  up  each  in  his  place,  and  declare  that 
they  are  for  ferving  their  country,  and  defending 
Germany,  in  a  practicable  way  j  by  attacking  the 
French  in  their  iflands,  by  which  only  they 
can  e\er  be  formidable  to  Brit  in,  and  thereby  fe- 

curing 
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curing  an  ample  indemnification  for  that  part  of 
Germany,  for  which  alone  we  ought  to  have 
any  concern.  Now  they,  may  put  a  ftop  to  the 
ruinous  part  of  the  war  ;  and  iave  their  country  •, 
and  fave  themielves  from  the  charge  of  having 
gained  the  good  opinion  of  the  public,  by  exprefsly 
declaring  againft  thefe  meafures,  and  then  making 
ufe  of  that  popularity  to  carry  them  to  an  infinitely 
greater  heighth,  than  any  other  men  could  have 
thought  of.  Now  I  fay,,  they  may  fa.e  themfdves 
and  lave  the  public  ;  but  if  they  will  go -on,  bid- 
ding againft  each  other,  till  their  countries  tiea- 
fures  fhall  be  exhaufted  ;  an  injured  nation,  robbed 
of  its  beft  conqucfts,  muft  then  conclude,  that  they 
are  all  equally  blameable. 

But  the  public  faith  is  a  fubject  we  may 
prance  high  upon-,  and  it  may  eafiiy  be  faid, 
that  being  once  engaged,  it  ought  facredly  to 
be  obferved.  The  public  faith,  engaged  by  ace 
cf  parliament,  upon  a  valuable  consideration  given ; 
as  that  given  to  creditors  of  the  publick,  who  ad- 
vance money  upon  it,'  is  doubtlefs  a  perfect  obliga- 
tion, and  ought  to  be  obferved  with  the  ftric~ieft 
fanclity.  But  does  any  one  really  think,  that  a 
complimental  addrefs  of  either,  or  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  carries  in  it  fuch  a  complete  obligation  ? 
Has  the  addrefs  of  either  houfe,  the  validity  of  an 
act  of  parliament  ?  The  resolutions  cf  a  houfe  of 
commons,  are  in  point  of  obligation  on  that  fame 
houfe  of  commons  (for  upon  a  future  one  they  lay 
no  obligation  at  all)  to  be  confidered  as  any  other 
declaration  of  the  refolutions  of  private  men.    They 

ought 
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ought  to  declare  no  more  than  they  really  intend,  To 
far  as  things  then  appear  to  them,  to  be  confiftent 
with  fincerity,  and  fo  long  as  things  continue  in  the 
ft  ate,  which  they  appeared  in  at  the  time  of  declar- 
ing thofe  resolutions,  they  are  bound  to  keep  to 
them,  to  prefcrve  the  character  of  conftancy.  If 
upon  trial  made,  they  find  the  thing  refolved  on, 
to  be  either  impofTible,  or  impracticable,  or  to  be 
attended  with  much  greater  difficulties  than  they 
had  imagined,  or  greater  expence  than  the  thing 
itfelf  is  worth,  they  may  then,  upon  this  better  in- 
formation, alter  thofe  refolutions,  without  any  im- 
peachment either  ot  their  fincerity  or  their  conftancy. 
Every  civilian  knows,  that  this  is  the  nature  of  an 
imperfect  obligation,  or  of  a  promife,  made  with- 
out a  valuable  confideration  to  be  given  for  it. 
And  every  other  man  may  know  how  far  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  houfe  of  commons  is  to  be  depended  on. 

They  began  the  latt  war  with  a  refolution,  as 
they  did  this ;  and  refolved  that  they  would  make 
no  peace,  till  the  Spaniards  fhould  renounce  the 
right  of  fcarch  ;  and  they  never  after  thought  any 
mure  of  it.  1  might  add,  we  fuffered  our  heads  to 
be  turned  with  German  politicks  •,  and  inftead  of 
conquering  for  ourfelvcS,  we  at  laft  forgot  both 
the  Spanifh  war  and  the  French,  and  fpent  our 
money  in  Germany  againlt  the  King  of  Prufiia, 
for  fear  he  mould  get,  what  we  are  now  fpending 
ftill  more  millions  to  prevent  his  lofing. 

Should  any  one  ftill  urge,  that  the  promife  to  de- 
fend the  Electorate,  was  not  a  fimple  promife,  but  a 

i  perfect 
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perfci5t  obligation,  I  now  anfwer  in  the  firft  place,  thaC 
the  parliament  never  did  promife  -to  defend  it. 
The  words  of  the  addrefs  are  •,  We  think  ourfelves 
bound  in  jujiice  and  gratitude  to  afffi  your  Majcfly 
ogainfi  infults  and  attacks,  that  may  be  made  upon 
drv  of  your  M-ijcfiys  dominions,  though  not  belonging 
Crown  of  Great  Britain,  in  refentment  of  the 
cur  Majefly  has  taken  in  a  caufe,  wherein  the 
ils  of  this  kingdom  are  immediately,  and  fo  effen- 
concerned.  The  declaring,  that  they  think 
themfeives  bound  in  juftice  and  gratitude  to  afllft 
in  the  defence  of  his  Majefty's  foreign  dominions,  is 
furcly  a  very  different  thing  from  the  taking  upon 
themfeives  the  whole  and  abfolute  defence  of  them. 
The  very  promife  of  afiifting  another,  carries  in  it, 
the  fuppofition  of  the  perfon  himfelf,  exerting  his 
own  force  in  the  fame  caufe  ;  otherwife  it  is  not  af- 
fifting  him,  but  doing  the  thing  ourfelves.  And 
has  the  parliament  failed  in  this  promife  ?  Have 
they  not  done  more  than  was  promifed  ?  Have  they 
not  taken  ail  the  Electoral  troops,  which  are  in  the 
field,  into  their  pay,  and  far  from  not  afiifting, 
born  the  expence  of  the   whole*?  Even  formal 


*  The  argument  here  does  no:  require,  nor  does  the  author 
inteud  any  d'frelpeclful  fuppofition,  that  the  Ele&orate  has  not 
contributed  what  it  cin  to  its  own  defence.  Poiiibly  the  main- 
tenance of  its  garrifons,  and  its  civil  government,  may  nearly 
imploy  its  whole  force.  The  diftincYion  intended,  is,  between 
a  promife  to  afiift,  and  a  promife  abfolateiy  to  defend,  which 
a:e  furely  very  different  engagements. 


treaties 
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treaties  of  alliance  and  mutual  afiiftance  betweeri 
independent  nations,  do  not  bind  either  party  to 
any  farther  afiiftance,  than  the  obligation  fpecifi- 
cally  expreffed.  Thus  for  inftance,  to  take  the 
treaty,  which  that  addrefs  referred  to  -,  by  the 
treaty  with  Rufiia,  the  Emprefs  was  to  aflift  us 
with  but  fuch  a  fpecific  number  of  troops,  and  we 
were  to  afiilt  her  with  fuch  a  fpecific  fum  of  money. 
And  even  in  cafes  of  the  molt  perfeii  and  full  al- 
liance •,  where  two  States  exprefsly  covenant  to  af- 
fift  each  other  totis  viribus,  as  is  the  cafe  between 
the  Dutch  and  us,  yet  all  the  writers  on  the  law  of 
nations  agree,  that  this  covenant  does  not  imply  an 
obligation  upon  one  State,  to  ruin  itfelf  in  the  de- 
fence of  another.  Saccuram  ferituro,  fed  ui  ipfe  non 
peream,  is  the  judgment  of  Seneca,  adopted  by 
Grotius.  Defendi  detent  focii,  five  in  tutelam  fefe 
&?  fidem  aliorum  dederuM,  five  mutua  auxilia  patli 
fiint.  Illud  vero  addamus,  ne  tunc  quidem  teneri 
focium,  fi  nulla  fpes  fit  boni  exitus :  boni  enim,  ncn 
mail  caufa  focietas  contrahitur  *. 

We  think  ourfehes  bound  in  juftice  and  grati- 
tude, to  affifi  againjt  inftd is  and  attacks  :  is  not 
this  the  very  language  of  compliment?  And  can 
any  one  fuppole,  that  this  contains  a  perfect  obliga- 
tion, like  that,  which  is  made  by  a  fpecific  alliance 
between  two  independent  nati  ns,  upon  a  valuable 
confideration  given  ?  In  the  firft  place,  in  refpett 


* 


Puffend.  &  Grot.  Lib.  2<io.  cap.  z^to. 
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of  the  party  bound,  it  cannot  affect  the  people  of 
Enghnd  :  for  they  can  be  bound  only  by  an  aft  of 
parliament  ;  and  as  to  the  houfe  itfelf,  it  is  in  them 
a  declaration  of  their  prefent  fentiments,  and  can- 
not preclude  them  from  the  right  of  altering  thofe 
fentiments,  upon  farther  information  :  becaufe,  in 
the  fecond  place,  the  party,  to  whom  the  promife 
is  made,  being  not  to  give  any  fpecific  valuable 
confideration  in  confequence  of  that  declaration, 
can  have  no  flridc  right  conveyed  thereby  to  the 
performance.  Should  it  be  faid,  that  what  had 
been  already  done,  was  the  valuable  confideration 
given,  every  one  muft  fee  that  a  favour  voluntarily 
conferred  before  hand,  cannot  make  the  fpecific  con- 
fideration of  a  future  covenant.  The  only  proper 
right,  which  that  confers,  is  an  obligation  of  gra- 
titude. But  an  obligation  of  gratitude,  in  the  very 
idea  of  it,  leaves  the?  party  obliged,  a  right  of 
judg'ng  of  the  nature^nd  extent  of  the  grateful  re- 
turns he  is  to  make. 

But  it  was  then  faid,  that  this  fliould  be  the  re- 
turn, the  adifting  in  cafe  of  attack.  If  therefore 
the  obligation  arifes  out  of  the  declaration  of 
Parliament,  then  that  promife  can  imply  an  obli- 
gation to  nothing  more,  than  what  was  meant  by 
it  at  the  time  of  making  it.  Now  there  is  no  one, 
who  remembers  the  palling  of  that  addrefs,  but 
muft  alfo  »emember,  that  at  that  time,  and  for  at 
leaft  a  year  after,  it  was  the  avowed  fenfe  of  all 
parties,  and  confirmed  by  repeated  afTurances,  that 
8  not 
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not  a  man  mould  be  fent  to  the  continent,  Whether 
we  mould  fend  money  or  not,  as  fubfidies,  to  hire 
foreign  troops,  was  made  a  matter  of  doubt,  and 
the  debate  upon  the  motion,  turned  upon  the  fub- 
fidy  treaties  with  Rufiia,  and  with  the  Landgrave 
of  HefTe.  Eut  all  parties  exprefsly  declared,  that 
they  would  not  fend  a  man  out  of  the  kingdom. 

Could  it  be  conceived,  even  the  next  feffions, 
when  repeated  afTurances  were  given  that  no  Englifli 
troops  fhould  be  fent  to  Germany,  that  the  nation 
then  actually  flood  bound  by  the  obligation  of  a 
promife,  to  fend  thither  a  greater  body  of  Britifh 
troops,  and  thofe  to  be  under  a  foreign  General 
too  *,  than  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  ever 
intruded  with  ?  or  than  our  great  deliverer  King 
William  carried  out  with  him,  only  to  the 
mouths  of  the  great  rivers  in  the  Netherlands  ?  If 
the  nation  then  flood  bound  by  the  obligation  of 
fuch  a  promife,   why  did  any  gentleman  mifiead  the 

*  Nothing  in  thefe  iheets  will  be  in  ended  to  ferve  one  party 
agarift  another.  In  comparmg  the  B.itifli  forces,  fe<  t  to  :he 
continent  in  this  war,  and  in  former  ones,  the  contra/'  is  h  :gh- 
tened  by  the  greater  number  being  fent  to  be  under  a  foreign 
general.  Eut  if  the  nation  is  to  rifle  fo  great  a  body  of  its 
fubjedis  under  any  general  ;  furely  we  cannot  have  too  good  an 
one.  I  could  w;fh  indeed,  that  he  had  been  an  EngMhrnan  • 
becaufe  then  we  might  have  valued  ourfclves  upon  his  great 
abilities,  as  more  certainly  ours.  Whereas,  if  the  preient  fyl'em 
of  our  adopting  German  qnarrels  fhould  be  continued,  it  may 
very  poffibly  be  our  char.ee,  in  the  next  war,  to  have  all  thofe 
abilities  employed  againft  us. 

H   %  publick 
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publick  by  fuch  afllirances  to  the  contrary  ?  If  the 
addrefs  did  not  contain  any  fuch  promife,  whence 
this  failure  in  his  own  ? 

In  fhort,  men  may  talk  big  about  the  publick 
faith,  but  every  one  knows  what  is  meant  by  a  re- 
folution  of  the  houfe.  It  they  thought  that  fuch  a 
declaration   might  be  of  ufe   to    deter   the  K.  of 

P a  from  entering   the   Electorate,  it  was  a 

kindnefs  done  to  it,  or  intended  at  leaf!:,  to  make 
it.  Certainly  it  was  a  proper  act  of  duty,  to  let 
the  world  fee,  by  fuch  a  declaration,  the  ftrict  har- 
mony, which  fubfifted  between  his  Majefly  and 
his  fubjects.  But  no  one  ever  thought  before, 
that  fuch  a  refolution  implied  any  thing  more 
than  an  intention  to  affift  in  a  reafonable 
degree,  and  in  a  practicable  manner.  And, 
if  we  found  one  way  of  doing  it  too  heavy  a 
burden  for  us,  then  to  try  another.  And  if,  upon 
all. the  other  powers  in  Germany  failing  us,  or  de- 
claring againft  us,  we  found  that  our  afliftance  muft 
at  la  ft  be  ineffectual ;  then  to  attack  the  French  on 
their  coafts,  and  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies,  fo 
much  the  more  vigoroufly,  in  order  to  obtain  by 
our  conquefts,  an  indemnity  to  our  friends  for 
their  paft  fufferings,  and  a  full  fecurity  againft 
any  future  attacks.  Nu  fervanda  promijfa^  qua 
fint  its,  qiiibus  prcmiferh  inutilia,  necji  plus  tibi  noce- 
ent,  quafn  Mi  prqfint^  cui  promiferis  *. 

*  Ci:.  de  Off. 
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The  reader  may  by  this  time  probably  be  fully 
fatisfied  on  this  head  :  and  therefore  I  willingly 
omit  the  infilling  on  another  plea,  which  totally 
fets  afide  the  obligation  of  any  promife.  And  that 
is  the  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  parties,  which  has 
been  twice  made  fmce  that  declaration.  Let  it  be 
a   promife,    yet   it   was  to  defend   the  Electorate 

againft   the  K.   of  P a  and  the  French,  the 

reft  of  the  Empire  being  with  us  •,  and  to  take  a 
body  of  Heffians,  and  fifty-five  thoufand  Ruffians 
into  our  pay,  who  were  to  fight  for  the  defence  of 
it.  If  aher  that,  the  afiiftance  offered  be  renounced, 

and  a  new  agreement  made  with  theK.  of  P —a, 

who  was  not  bound  by  it  to  fend  a  man  to  fight  in 
any    caufe    of  ours,  and   who  would  embroil  the 

E e  with  the  Empire  •,  does  a  promife  of 

granting  afiiftance  in  one  way,  give  a  claim  to  it 
in  every    other   way  ?  The  promife   was,  to  pay 

Ruffians   to    fight  againft  P ns ;  is  the  paying 

P ns  to  fight  againft  Ruffians,  due  to  the  per- 
formance ? 

Still  the  Britifh  nation  expreffied  its  duty  as  it 
ought ;  and  though  the  Ruffian  force  was  thrown 
into  the  oppofite  fcale,  took  upon  itfelf  the  pay  of 
all  the  Hanoverian  troops  that  were  fighting  in  the 
field  in  defence  of  their  own  country,  and  a  body  of 

Heffians   befide ;  when    the    H n  chancery 

made  a  fecond  total  change  in  the  ftare  of  parties, 
and  agreed  to  leave  the  French  in  polfcffion  of  their 

country. 
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country.  Here  was  a  total  renouncing  of  all  their 
connections  with  Britain,  though  their  troops  were 
then  actually  in  its  pay.  That  neutrality  was,  it 
is  faid,  made  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Englilh 
government,  certainly  without  the  knowledge  of 
parliament-,  and  that  therefore  could  not  be  bound 
by  its  confequences.  A  total  change  therefore  hav- 
ing been  twice  made  in  the  ftate  of  parties,  from 
that  which  fubfifted  at  the  time  of  making  thofe  ad- 
drefies,  all  the  plea  of  obligation  from  them  ceafed. 
Tunc  /idem  fallam,  tunc  tnconfianlia  crimen  audiam^ 
ft  cum  omnia  eadem  Jint,  qu<e  erant  promittente  met 
non  prajlitero  promijfum.  Alioquin,  quicquid  mutatur^ 
libertatemfacit  de  integro  confulendi,  £s?  me  fide  liberat*. 

The  reaier  will  excufe  my  having  fo  largely  con- 
fidered  this  point.  As  I  am  taking  that  fide  of  an 
argument,  which  has  the  popular  prejudice  againll 
it,  it  was  necelTary  that  I  mould  leave  no  plaufible 
objection  behind  me  unanfwered.  I  now  return  to 
my  fubject,  which  is  fingly  confined  to  Germany  % 
far  from  condemning,  I  defire  to  exprefs  my  thank- 
fulnefs  for  every  thing,  which  has  been  done  dur- 
ing the  war,  in  every  other  part  of  the  world. 

The  intention  of  thefe  meets,  has  been  to  inquire, 
and  fubmit  to  the  publick  confuleration,  whether 
the  prefent  courfe  we  have  taken,  of  transfering  the 
Englifh  war  with  France  into  Germany  be  not  a 

*  Sen.  de  Benef.  Lib.  iv.  cap.  -5. 

meafure, 
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ineliure,  calculated  for  the  hurt  of  Germany,  ra- 
ther than  of  France  •,  and  tending  to  promote  the 
intereft  of  France,  rather  than  of  England.     In  the 
profecution  of  this  argument  I  have  attempted  to 
fhew,  that   Britain's  joining  and   making  itfelf  a 
party  in  any  of  the  internal  quarrels  of  the  Empire, 
and  efpecially  its   fending  troops  thither  upon  any 
fuch  account,  mud  be,  at  all  times,  contrary  to 
the  intereft  of  Europe,  and  contrary  to  the  intereft 
of  Germany  ;  and  in  the  prefent  cafe,  contrary  to 
the  intereft  of  Proteftantilm,  and  contrary  to  the 
peace  and  true  intereft  of  Hanover.     I  am  now  to 
confider   the   German   war,  in  a   more  important 
light,  and  offer  to   the  publick  confideration  my 
reafons  for   doubting,  whether  it  be  not  a  method 
of  carrying  on   a   war   with   France,    which  is  to 
England  ruinous   and  impra&icable  ;  and   which 
therefore,    if  too  long  perfifted  in,   muft  probably 
end  in  the  giving  to  France  an  undue  afcendency 
over   us  -t  and   expofe  us  to  the  neceffity  of  fuing 
for  peace,  at  the  expence  of  our  moft  valuable  con- 
quefts.    Whether  on  the  other  hand,  there  be  not  a 
method  of  carrying  on  the  war,  by  which  we  have  it 
in  our  power  at  this  time  to  maintain  our  fupericrity 
over  our  enemy,  and  intail  it  to  our  pofterity  :  by 
which  we  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the  war  at 
the  expence  of  France,  and  not  of  Britain  -,  and  at 
laft  conclude  it  by  a  peace,  which  fhall  remove  the 
chief  ground  of  rivalfnip  between  the  two  nations ; 
and  thereby  give  fecurity  to  Britain  for  many  years 
to  come. 

I  mould 
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I  mould   not    at  prefent    have   mentioned    uuS 
latter  part   of  my    defign,  if  I   did  not  fee  it  ne- 
ceirary   to  guard  againlt   the   fufpicion,    that  any 
thing,   which  fhall  be  offered  to  prove  the  imprac- 
ticablenefs  of  this  part  of  the  war,  is  intended  as  a 
plea  for  the  abruptly  putting  an  end  to  the  whole. 
Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  prefent  to  our  view, 
the  means  of  lolid  peace  and  independence  :   and  to 
have  referved  for  the  peculiar  glory  of  his  Majefty's 
reign,  the  placing  our  ifland  in  a  ftate  of  happinefs, 
unknown  to  our  anceflors  in  any  period  of  our  hif- 
tory.     Britain  now  gains,  by  a  Britifh  fovereign,  a 
greater  advantage  over  France,  than  even  Henry 
the   Second  brought  with  him  to  the  crown,  with 
half  the  provinces  of  France  in  his  poffeffion.     We 
have  now  a  more  important  alternative  offered  to 
our  choice,  than  will  probably  ever  be  propofed  to 
us  again.     We  have  now  no  lels  an  option  to  make, 
than   whether  we  will  lavifli  away  five   millions  a 
year  in  Germany,  without  a   poffibility  of  doing 
that  or  England  any  good,    and  annually  run  the 
kingdom  ten  millions  in  debt  ;  till  it  dial]  be  at 
length  exhaufted,  and  unable  to  defend  either  :  or 
whether  we  will  realize  to  this  nation  a  revenue  of 
five    millions  a  year  fijr  ever,    at  our  enemies  ex- 
pence  •,  and  totally   difable  France  hereafter  from 
raifing  a  marine    power,  which  can  ever  be  in  any 
degree  formidable   to  Britain.     Whether   we  will 
rifle  our  countries  ruin  in  a  German  war,    which 
tends  to  nothing  j  or  whether  we  will  conquer  for 

'ourfelves 
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ourfelves  and  Germany  both,  by  fecuring  an  ample 
indemnification  for  the  pad  fufferings  of  the  Elec- 
torate, and  effectually  detering  our  enemies  from 
any  future  invafion  of  it.  Let  us  but  go  on,  and 
by  one  more  eafy  conqueft,  difable  the  navy  of 
France  from  ever  rifing  again,  and  the  peace  of 
this  ifland  is  then  fixed  on  its  firm  and  proper  bafis  5 
and  we  may  thenceforward  look  on  all  the  quarrels 
of  the  continent  with  indifference. 

And  what  is  this  Germany  to  Britain  ?  Could  we 
but  be  true  to  ourfelves,  and  purfue  the  advantage, 
which  providence  has  put  into  our  hands,  and  by 
feizing  our  enemies  iflands,  make  ourfelves  mailers  of 
that  trade  :  we  might  then  give  the  French  the  offer 
of  peace  or  war,  as  long  as  they  pleafed:  for  all  the 
motives  for  our  g°ing  to  war  with  them,  and  all 
the  means  of  their  coming  to  war  with  us,  would 
be  at  an  end.  Let  then  the  French  rage  as  they 
pleafe  ;  let  them  bribe  and  threaten  the  feveral  Ger- 
man courts,  till  they  mail  learn  to  unite ;  let  the 
Empire  fuffer  French  armies  to  march  from 
the  Rhine  to  the  utmoft  Danube  ;  and  piL 
iage  every  city  in  thtir  paffage,  from  Manheim 
to  Belgrade  ;  all  thefe  cannot  build  them  a  fingle 
frigate  to  annoy  our  coaft  with.  Britain  may  then 
calmly  look  on  in  fecurity  ;  and  thankful  for  its 
own  independence,  need  feel  no  other  fentiments 
arife  upon  the  occasion,  than  thofe  of  Chriftian 
companion.  Net  that  any  thing  of  this  nature 
really    would  happen.     On  the  contrary  the  peace 

I  of 


of  efcter  fecured,  a*  well  as 

thar  For   the  great  fource   of  their 

off  with  their  iQands,  the  French 
Id  thetici  d  be  as  little  able  to  march  their 

oQt'» of  their  own  territory,  and  maintain 
them  in  Germany,,  as  the  Germans  are  now  to  fend 
their  armies  into  France.  Should  this  prove  too 
.x  a  happinefs,  for  us  to  be  allowed  to  conquei 
for  ourfeives ;  we  mud  then  fight  for  the  K.  ot 
p  —  a's  glory,  and  a  foreign  intereil,  in  a  German 
war,  which  I  have  faid,  is  a  war  that  is  ruinous 
:  impracticable.  I  mall  now  give  my  reafons  for 
it.     And, 

In  the  forft  place,  this  is  a  war,  in  which  Britain 

Hands   fingle  and    alone,  to  contend  at  land  with 

France.     And  how  much  foever  we  may  natter 

bufferves  with  the  notion  of  our  own  ftrength,  and 

the  French  weaknefs,  France  is  at  this  time,  as  it 

has  been  for  a  century  paft,  fuperior  to  us  at  land. 

I  have  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  considerations,  put 

this  among  my   poftulata;  but  our  news  writers, 

who  generally  fet  the  opinions  of  the  times,  have 

been  (o  ftrongly  exhibiting  the  greatnefs  of  theEn- 

glifti  force,    that   I   know   not   whether  I  may  be 

allowed  to  rank  it  below  the  French.     The  reader 

however  will  remember,  that  I  am  not  now  fpeak- 

ing  of  our  naval  ftrength  ;  and  if  we  could  be  per- 

fuaded  to  ufe  that  power  more,  and  talk  cf  it  lefs, 

we  might  perhaps  be  acting  a  wifer  part."    But  in 

comparing  the  land  force  of  the  two  nations,  tho* 

we 
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'  may  happen  this  year  to  have  the  better  general, 
yet. for  thefe  fourfcore  years  pad,  all  Europe  has 
been  complaining  of  the  exorbitant  pow 
Either  this  meant  nothing  ar 
France  was  more  powerful  man  any  ot^er  [tare. 
Stronger  than  Germany  for  inftance,  and  certain- 
ly ftronger  than  Holland,  or  than  England,  which 
has  ordinarily  kept  up  fewer  land  forces,  than 
either  of  the  other  two.  Soon  after  the  revolution, 
France  alone  maintained  a  War  againft  Spain,  Ger- 
many, Holland,  and  England,  with  Denmark  and 
Sweden  in  the  fame  alliance.  And  for  feverai  years 
carried  on  a  war  of  equality,  frequently  a  war  of 
offence  againfl  them  all.  And  in  the  beginning 
of  this  century,  France,  and  part  of  Spain,  fup- 
ported  a  war  of  ten  years  refinance,  again  it 
England,  Holland,  and  Germany,  with  Denmark, 
Savoy,  and  Portugal,  united  in  the  fame  caufe. 
.From  chat  time  all  parties  among  us  have  been 
complaining,  that  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  gave  the 
French  too  much  power.  And  I  fuppofe  the  reve- 
rence for  the  preceding  adminiftrations,  during  the 
two  laft  reigns,  has  not  been  fuch  as  to  make  us 
fay, that  the  fuperior  abilities  of  our  former  minifter.% 
have  given  fo  great  a  check  to  the  French  land 
force,  as  to  turn  the  whole  balance  of  power  in  our 
favour.  In  the  laft  war,  France  difmantled  the 
barrier  of  Flanders,  and  railed  up  a  new  power  in 
the  Empire  to  coumer-balance  the  natural  head  of 
it  :  can  it  then  be  fiippofed  that  France,  which  was 
able  to  brave  all  Europe  in  two  preceding  wars, 
I  2  is 
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is  now  all  at  once,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  war,  reduced  fo  low,  as  to  be  inferior  in 
its  land  force  to  England  alone  ?  And  that  too 
without  having  fufTered  any  material  lofs  in  it,  tho' 
France  maintained  a  feven  y^ars  war  againft  the 
grand  alliance,  after  the  lofs  of  forty  thoufand  of 
its  befl  troops  at  Blenheim,  and  after  having  twenty 
thoufand  more  killed  and  taken  at  Ramillies,  ftill 
held  out  five  years  longer. 

But  how  can  England  be  faid  to  ftand  fingle  and 
alone,  when  it  has  an  alliance  with  the  magnani- 
mous K.  of  P a  ?   Not,  I  fear,  againft  France  : 

for  he  has  never  declared  war  with  it.  Againft  the 
Home  of  iiiiftria,  he  is  a  willing  ally  j  but  we  are 
now  confidering  the  force  of  England  againft 
France  ;  and  when  Britain  is  already  engaged  in  a 
war  with  France,  can  it  be  the  ftronger  for  adopt- 
ing another  Prince's  quarrel  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  ?  We  may  eafily  perfuade  ourfelve:<  that  he 
is  an  ally  againft  France  •,  but  it  may  not  be  ealy  to 
fhew  anv  thin"  in  the  convention  of  the  nth  of 
April,  or  the  fucceeding  treaty,  which  will  con- 
vince him  of  it.  Poftibly  he  may  tell  us,  that  that 
convention  regards  only  the  liberty  of  the  Germa- 
nick  body  •,  and  that  France,  though  occafionally 
in  the  preamble,  is  not  once  mentioned  in  the  arti- 
cles themfelves,  nor  any  thing  elfe  relative  to  the 
Englifh  war  with  it.  That  the  common  intereft 
means  only  the  intereft  of  their  two  houfes  .againft 

the 


[  fil  ] 

the  archducal ;  and  that  this  convention  cannot  re- 
fer to  a  war  with  France,  becaufe  the  two  parties 
covenant  not  to  make  any  treaty  of  peace,  truce, 
or  neutrality,  without  comprehending  each  other 
in  it:  which,  he  may  allege,  proves  that  the  treaty 
only  refers  to  their  German  quarrels,  becaufe  he 
wants  no  treaty  of  peace  or  truce  with  France,  being 
at  peace  with  it  already.  I  do  not  fay  that  this 
would  be  a  juft  plea  ;  but  if  he  mould  think  proper 
to  make  it,  England  then  {lands  alone  in  its  war 
with  France,  as  much  as  if  it  had  not  that  alliance 

with   his   Majefty  of  P againft  the  Emprefs 

Queen. 

But  (lill  however  he  is  an  ally.  By  a  treaty  which 
obliges  us  to  furnifh  him  with  money,  only  becaufe 
he  wants  it,  and  which  therefore  he  will  never 
ceafe  to  want;  and  which,  upon  reading  it  over, 
we  fhall  be  apt  to  think,  will  not  oblige  him  to 
furniiri  us  either  with  money  or  troops,  fhculd  we 
want  them  ever  (o  much.  Nothing  is  more  com- 
mon, than  to  hear  the  wars  of  the  two  great  aliian. 
ces  condemned  as  confuming  wars  ;  becaufe  Eng- 
land, it  was  faid,  paid  all.  Yet  all  the  fubfidies, 
which  King  William  paid  to  German  Princes,  at  a 
time  when  they  had  two  hundred  thoufand  men 
fighting  againft  France,    do  not    amount   to  the 

half  of  the  fubfidy,  we  now  pay  to  the  K.  of  P 

alone,  who  could  not,  or  would  notgarnlbn  one  of 
his  beft  towns  for  us.  In  Queen  Anne's  war  for  the 
fubfidy  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  we  not  only  fent 

eight 
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tight  thoufand  Prufiiansto  fight  the  French  in  Savoy, 
but  had  twelve  thoufand  more  in  our  pay  in  Flan- 
ders. We  now  pay  him  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand,  for  which  he  calls  us  an  ally,  and  fuf- 
fers  us  to  fight -the  French  ourfelves.  What  then 
have  we  gained  by  this  ally  ?  Two  things :  the 
one  is  the  being  obliged  to  pay  him  money  to  en- 
able him  to  fight  his  own  battles,  againfl  enemies, 
which  Britain  has  no  quaFrel  with  :  the  other  is  the 
driving  the  reft  of  German  Princes  into  a  cloil-r 
union  with  France,  and  making  ourfelves  obnoxi- 
ous to  Europe  for  fupporting  this  ally  :  can  it  be 
fuppofed  that  Britain  is  the  fhonger  for  either  of 
thefe  ? 

But  is  he  not  a  man  of  great  abilities  ?  Doubtlefs 
he  is  fo  -,  and  one  of  the  cleared  proofs  of  it,  is  his 
obliging  us  to  pay  him  fix  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  pound  for  nothing.  In  that  refpect  he  is 
certainly  the  greater!  Prince,  ever  known  to  Britain 
before.  Yet  with  all  that  enormous  fum,  which  is  a 
five  times  greater  fubfidy,  than  we  paid  to  any  Ger- 
man Prince  in  Queen  Anne's  war,  and  with  all  his 
great  abilities,  he  is  but  juft  able  to  Hand  himfelf : 
and  we  call  him  an  ally,  and  fancy  that  he  fupports 
us.  We  confefs  he  lives  by  miracle,  and  are  won- 
dering every  year  that  he  does  not  fall  :  and  yet 
this  is  the  Prince,  which  we  have  placed  our  only 
dependence  on.  We  take  a  pleafure  in  recounting  the 
number  of  enemies  he  has  to  contend  wit!}-,  without 

once~ 
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once  confiJering,  that  we  make  all  thofe  enemies 
ours,  by  upholding  him  againft  them.  Inftead  of 
bethinking  ourfelves  of  the  exorbitant  expence  he  is 
of  to  us,  we  make  that  an  argument  of  his  impor- 
tance •,  and  prove  him  to  be  the  Ibdft  ally,  that  Bri- 
tain' ever  had,  becaufe  he  cofts  us  more  than  them 
all.  Baron  Both  mar  in  Queen  Anne's  war  was  a 
valuable  ally  :  for  he  lent  us,  at  the  ufual  price,  a 
regiment  of  dragoons.  The  Prince  of  Buckbug  is 
fo  in  this  war-,  without  making  us  any  enemies,  he 
furnifhes  us  for  our  money  with  a  brigade  of  artille- 
ry. But  our  magnanimous  ally  furnifhes  us  with 
new  enemies,  inftead  of  new  troops  ;  is  upon  the 
leaft  fuccefs  we  gain,  drawing  away  cur  forces,  in- 
ftead of  adding  to  them  ;  and  is  every  year  to  us 
in  clear  money  juft  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand  pounds  lefs  than  nothing. 

But  when  we  have  enabled  him  to  conquer  all 
his  enemies,  he  will  then  help  us  to  conquer  ours. 
The  Brkifh  crown  and  parliament  can  avow  no- 
thing bit  what  is  juft  ;  but  arbitrary  Princes,  vvhofe 
1  -w  of  right  lies  only  in  their  own  breafts,  are  not 
always  govem'd  by  the  ftricleft  rules  of  gratitude. 
Their  practice  has  often  been  to  look  out ,  for  in- 
ftruments  fit  for  their  pirpofe,  whom  they  can  call 
allies,  and  perfwade  to  do  their  bufinefs  for  them 
firft,  and  then  to  leave  them  to  themicJves  to  do 
their  own  as  they  can.  Their  regard  to  their  fu- 
ture advantage,  fometimes  weighs  more  with  them, 
than  the  remembrance  of  paft  benefits.     Should  he 

think 
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think  that  our  fears  for  the  Electorate  make  his  beft 
fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  his  fubfidy,  he  may 
not  think  it  for  his  intereft  to  remove  thofe  fears. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  perlbns  may  think  that 
Britain  may  find  it  a  much  harder  tafk  to  conquer 
bis,  than  it  will  to  conquer  its  own  enemies,  if  he 
be  not  one  of  them  :  If  he  mould  be  one,  the  lefs 
we  conquer  for  him  the  better. 

But  he  is  certainly  a  very  great  Prince.  So  we  read 
in  our  papers  about  three  hundred  times  a-year.  Whe- 
thcrthe  true  ftandard  of  a  Prince's  greatnefs  confift,  in 
his  making  his  own  people  happy,  or  thofe  of  other 
countries  referable,    is  a  quetiion,  which  we  are 
not  concerned  in.     But  however,  we  may  admire 
him  as  a  great  warriour,  or  whatever  be  our  idea 
of  his  greatnefs,  he  can  never  be  a  ufeful  ally  to 
Britain,°or  contribute  in  the  leaft  degree  to  ours. 
What  is  it  that  this  revival  of  his  claim  to  Siiefia 
muft  probably  end  in  ?  Potlibly,  during  his  life, 
by  means  of  his  fuperior  abilities,  and  by  making 
fomstimes  France  help  him,  and  fometimes  Eng- 
land, he  may  be  juft  able  to  keep  it :    but  in  the 
mean  time  he  has  involved  himfelf  and  his  family 
in  a   quarrel  never  to  be  ended  with  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  will  feize  every  opportunity  to  re- 
cover it.     Can  then  a  Prince  be  a  ufeful  ally  to 
Britain,  or  afford  us  any  real  afTiftance,  who  needs 
it  ib  much  himfelf,  and  knows  that  he  has  a  deter- 
mined enemy  catching  at  every  occafion  Jofurprize 
him  ?  Before  that  either  of  them  can  be  of  any  fcr- 

vice 
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vice  to  Britain,  they  muft  at  leaft  be  out  of  danger 
them fl Ives.  Which  from  the  nature  of  their  quar- 
rel they  never  can  be  free  from.  Should  our  pre^ 
fent  ally  beat  his  rival,  and  force  the  Emprefs 
Queen  to  a  treaty  :  that  cannot  produce  the  lead 
degree  of  confidence  between  them.  Silefia  is  to 
the  Auftrian  family  fo  great  an  object  in  itfelf,  and 
fo  very  neceflary  to  the  defence  of  the  reft  of  their 
Turkifh  Frontier,  that  they  never  really  will  give 
it  up.  A  treaty  will  be  nothing  more  than  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  fighting.  All  the  faith  of  treaties  is  at 
an  end  with  them.  He  knows  that  the  firft  inffant 
they  can  attack  him  to  advantage,  they  will  break 
the  treaty,  from  the  very  fame  principle,  upon 
which  he  revived  his  claim.  In  fhort,  the  two 
houfes  are  committed  in  an  eternal  war,  which  can 
never  end,  till  one  of  them  is  abfolutely  fubdued. 
Neither  of  them  therefore  can  be  of  the  lead  fervice 
to  Britain,  while  the  other  furvives.  Did  ever  any 
one  think  of  gaining  aflHtance  from  either  of  two  fpent 
warriors,  which  it  faw  agonizing  in  a  druggie  for  each 
other's  deftruction  ?  To  France  they  may  either  of 
them  be  a  natural  ally:  becaufe  it  is  the  intereft  of 
France  to  keep  up  continual  wars  in  the  Empire. 
France  will  naturally  fupport  the  weaker.  But  Eng- 
land has  no  intereft  to  ferve  by  the  internal  wars  of 
the  Empire  :  on  the  contrary,  we  can  never  hope  for 
any  good  from  it,  but  in  its  union.  The  intereft 
of  England  therefore,  fince  there  can  be  no  peace 
between  them,  is  to  let  them  fight  out  their  quar- 
K  rel. 
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rel.  When  one  of  them  is  fubdued,  the  other  will 
be  glad  of  our  alliance,  and  then  only  will  be  wor- 
thy of  having  it. 

And  what  is  all  this  (laughter  of  German  Pro- 
tcftants  to  end  in  ?  Probably  he  will  either  fall  in  bat- 
tle, or  fee  Silefia  lofl:  in  his  lifetime,  his  fuccefTor 
at  leaft  will  not  have  the  fame  opportunities,  or 
the  fame  addrefs  to  make  France  and  England  al- 
ternately exhauft  themfelves  in  his  defence:  and 
will  probably  be  forced  to  give  it  up  •,  after  feeing 
an  ample  vengeance  taken  on  his  own  dominions, 
for  all  the  ravages  committed  on  the  Auftrian. 
Will  he  then  appear  to  have  been  the  friend  of 
Proteflantifm,  for  having  in  his  lifetime  twice  ra- 
vaged one  Proteftant  Electorate,  held  a  continual 
rod  over  another,  and  at  his  death  given  to  the 
Papifts,  a  pretence  totally  to  ruin  his  own.  And 
this  is  the  Prince,  whom,  becaufe  the  French  firft 
raifed  him  up  to  imbroil  one  part  of  Germany,  and 
becaufe  we  know  that  he  can  too  eafily  join  with 
them  to  imbroil  another,  we  call  a  great  man,  and 
think  that  we  can  never  enough  admire  him.  Nay, 
are  nurfing  and  making  gnater,  to  enable  him  to 
demand  of  Britain  fo  much  the  more,  and  to  ferve 
France  fo  much  the  better.     For  to  France  only 

he  can  be  a  ferviceable  ally  :    to  B n  he  can 

be  at  moll,  but  the  terror  of  an  Electorate,  the 
Idol  of  the  croud,  and  the  Hero  of  a  News 
Paper. 
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I  return  therefore  to  my  firfl;  pofition,  that  in 
this  German  war,  Britain  ftands  (ingle  and  unaided 
againft  France  :  and  the  land  forces  of  France  arc 
more  numerous  than  thofe  of  England. 


■©■ 


We  may  be  told  perhaps,  that  riches  are  the  il- 
news  of  war  ;  and  our  news  papers  will  teach  us  to 
value  ourfelves  upon  our  having  contracted  eight 
or  twelve  millions  of  new  debt  this  year,  (for  I 
know  it  may  be  confider'd  differently)  as  much  as 
if  we  had  paid  off  fo  many  of  the  old.  But  mo- 
ney will  not  hire  troops  to  fight  in  a  caufe,  which 
all  the  powers  of  Europe  are  averfe  to.  Will  the 
Ruffians,  or  Swedes,  or  any  of  the  States  of  the 
Empire  lend  us  forces  to  fight  againft  themfelves  ? 
Have  not  the  Dutch  and  Danes  refufed  us  ?  Can 

the  King  of  P a  help  us  ?  On  the  contrary,  is 

he  not  daily  fending  recruits  to  our  enemies  ?    By 
ravaging  Saxony  he  is  driving  its  Proteftant  inha- 
bitants to  defpair,  and  laying  them  under  the  hard 
necefiity  of  reforting  for  bread  to  their  Prince  Xa- 
vier's  ftandards  in  the  French  army.     The  refour- 
ces  of  our  enemies  are  infinite.      France  exceeds 
Great  Britain  in  the  number  of  its  people,  and  by 
the  nature  of  its  government,  is  able  to  fend  out 
as  many  of  its  fubjecls  to  its  military   fervices,  as 
their  King  fhall  be  pleafed  to  order:  and  befides 
its  own  fuperior  refources,  France  has  Switzerland, 
Italy,  Germany,  and  Flanders  to  recruit  out  of. 
What  has  England  to  oppofe  to  all  thefe  ?    No- 
thing but  the  bodies  of  its  own  fubjects,  which  can 
K  2  very 
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very  ill  be  fparcd  from  its  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures, and  the  levies  from  the  diftricts  of  Hano- 
ver and  Hefle.  We  may  think  that  we  have  been  ra- 
ther- fuccefsful  in  Germany  in  the  two  la  ft  campaigns, 
which  perhaps  may  eafily  be  accounted  for  :  but 
is  it  poflible  not  to  fee  the  inequality,  in  the  num- 
bers of  men  at  lead,  which  there  is  between  us  and 
our  enemies  ? 

Can  England  then,  by  its  money  alone,  be  a 
match  for  all  Europe  ?  If  we  were  fo,  is  it  fit  that 
we  mould  wantonly  declare  it,  and  thereby  give 
umbrage  to  every  other  fcate  ?  Money  may,  in  a 
qualified  fenfe,.  be  allowed  to  be  the  finews  of 
war  ;  but  it  mil  ft  find  men  to  make  up  the  flefh 
and  fubftance  of  our  armies,  which,  in  the  prefent 
ftate  ol  Europe  is  impoffible.  In  fhort,  all  things 
have  their  flxt  meafure  and  bounds  j  and  the  pre- 
fect war  continuing,  and  parties  remaining  affected 
as  they  now  are,  increafe  the  French  revenue  to 
•the  double  of  what  it  is,  you  cannot  render  the 
•French  navy  equal  to  the  Engliih  ;  nor  could  the 
fame  addition  of  wealth  to  England  make  its  num- 
ber of  land  forces  equal  to  the  French. 

Thus  far  we  have  argued  upon  the  fuppofition, 
that  the  Engliih.  revenue  was  greater  than  the 
French.  But  is  that  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe  ? 
The  ordinary  revenue  of  France,  I  fear,  is  greater 
than  that  of  England.  What  the  amount  of  the 
French  revenue  is,  I  confefs  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I 

form 
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form  my  judgment  upon  the  view  of  it,  which  was 
given  us  the  laft  iefllons,  by  a  gentleman,  who  from 
his  office,  may  be  fuppoled  to  underftand  it  belt : 
and  who  very  candidly  dated  the  fubjc£t,  and  ldfc 
his  hearers,  if  they  had  pleafed,  to  draw  the  con- 
fequences.     The  {landing  revenue  of  France,  we 
were  then  told,  is  twelve  millions ;  five  of  them  are 
anticipated,  and  the  remaining  feven,    iubjecl    to 
any  deficiencies  in  the  other  five,  make  the  prefent 
revenue  of  France.     Befide  this,  they  have  borrow- 
ed two   millions  ;  and   thefe    nine    millions    make 
the  whole  fund  of  France  for  carrying  on  the  war  ; 
which  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,    was  a  fum,  very  in- 
adequate to  the  expence  oi  fuch  a  war.     Now  then 
let  us  confider,  what  is  the  Englifh  revenue  to  op- 
pole  to  this.     The  ftanding  revenue  of  England  for 
carrying  on  a  war,  is  only  the  land  and  malt  tax, 
which   amount  to  two  million  feven  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pound  :  to  which  may  be  added,  fo 
much  as  can    be  taken  out  of  the  finking  fund  : 
though   fome  perfons  may  confider  that  as  already 
pre-engaged.    But  allowing  however  a  million  and 
half  to  be  taken  thence,  we  have  then  four  million 
to  oppofe  to  the  French  revenue  of  feven  million. 
But  befide  this,  we  have  borrowed  for  this  year, 
twelve  millions ;    eight  millions  on  annuities,  and 
four   on    the  finking  fund.     Go  on  then  for  two 
years  longer  on  this  plan  :  France  at  the  three  years 
end,  will  be  fix  millions  in  debt;  and  England,  if 
we  reckon  the  twelve  millions  borrowed,  will  be 

thirty- 
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thirty-fix.  If  we  will  allow  but  the  eight  millions 
borrowed,  England  will  be  twenty-four  millions  in 
debt.  Can  we  need  a  more  convincing  proof,  that 
this  is  a  ruinous  war? 


But    why    are    the    French    nine    millions,    a 
fum  very   inadequate   to   the   expence    of  fuch    a 
war  ?    No  ohe  chofe  to  afk  the  queftion,  though 
every  thing  was  dated  with  the  greateft  fairnefs 
and    precifion.       Fifteen    millions   is   certainly    a 
greater  fum  than  nine.     But  France  has   fitted  out 
no  fleet  this  year.     Our  navy  cofts  us  five  million 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  •,  though  it  has  been 
all  the  fummer  employed  in  no  one  ofYenfive  fervice. 
This   at  once  reduces  the  flock  of  the  two  nations 
for  the  land  war,  to  nine  millions,  and  ten  millions. 
Add  to  this,  the  charges  of  tranfporting  men  and 
horfes  •,  the  fleet  of  transports  to  be  kept  always  in 
readinefs  for  every   emergency  ;    the  difference  of 
Englifh  and   French  pay  •,   and   the  much  greater 
facility,  which  the  French  have  of  recruiting  and 
fupporting  their  troops  from  the  Rhine  and  Main  ; 
confider  thefe,  and   many  other  difadvantages  we 
are  under  ;  and  we  fhall  not  think  the  French  nine 
millions  a  fum  at  all  inadequate  to  any  purpofes, 
which  we  can  effect  at  that  diflance  with  our  ten* 
Their  ordinary  revenue,  if  they  have  feven  millions, 
on  the  prefent  plan  of  the  war  will  enable  them  to 
bring  more  men  into  the  field,  without  borrowing 
at  all,  than  we  can  by  getting  every  year  eight  mil- 
lions in  debt. 

Every 
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Every  one,  who  has  thought  on  the  fubject  <jf 
war,  muft  have  confidered  the  three  different  kinds 
of  it:  a  war  of  offence,  a  war  of  equality,  and  a  war 
of  defence.  And  every  one  knows,  that  of  thefe, 
the  laft  is  moft  difadvantageous  and  the  mod  dif- 
ficult. Where  an  army  is  to  defend  itfelf  only,  a 
general  will  find  employment  for  all  his  attentions  : 
but  if  it  be  to  defend  a  long  tract  of  country  -,  un- 
lefs  the  attacking  general  be  greatly  inferior  in  his 
art,  he  will  ufually  prevail.  The  reafon  is,  that 
the  general,  who  acts  offensively,  has  it  in  his  own 
choice,  when  and  where  to  direct  his  main  force  ; 
whereas  the  defender  muft  equally  divide  his :  and 
if  the  attacking  general  fail  in  one  inftance,  he  Suf- 
fers little,  but  is  ready  to  try  another  :  and  fome 
where,  at  fome  unguarded  time,  he  will  find  an 
opportunity  to  come  with  five  thoufand,  where  the 
defenders  have  but  one.  Lines  of  defence  may 
perhaps  be  made  effectual  in  countries,  cut  by  im- 
paffable  canals,  where  there  is  no  marching  but  on 
the  Dykes  of  them  :  and  yet,  even  there,  the 
French  never  formed  lines,  which  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  did  not  pafs :  but  an  inland  open 
country,  like  Hanover  and  Heffe,  is  not  to  be  co- 
vered, but  by  a  Superior  army  ;  and  that  ought  not 
to  do  it,  but  to  act  offenfively.  The  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland found  it  fo  in  the  firft  campaign ;  our  fuc- 
ceeding  general,  with  all  his  abilities,  has  found  it 
fo  ever  fince.  Both  Summers  the  French  have  for- 
ced their  way  into  Heffe  at  leaft,  which  he  was  co- 
vering, as  well  as  Hanover :  and  the  French  have 

every 
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every  year  brought  a  fuperiority  of  numbers  into  the 
field  •  as  great  a  fuperiority,  as  they  ought  in  good 
policy  to  fend  to  that  fervicc,  whatever  be  the  num- 
ber of  their  forces  at  home.     I  know  indeed  that 
our  General,  by  the  fuperiority  of  his  genius,  has 
been  able  to  drive  them  back  again,  and  linger  out 
the  reft  of  the  campaign,  without  fuffering  them  to 
return  ,  and  this  we  call  a  victory,  and  are  elated 
with  the  fuccefs.  Yet  this  is  the  very  kind  of  war, 
which  the  intereft  of  the  French  (hould  make  them 
wUh  for.     Juft  the  contrary  meafure  is,    politically 
confident  the  defirable  one  for  England  :    to  bring 
the   matter  to  an  immediate    iffue    and  feek  the 
French  upon  the  firft  open  ground,  they  have  to 
pafs,  and  force  them  to  a  pitched  battle.     To  this 
it  is  eafily  anfwered,  that  neither  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berland nor  Prince  Ferdinand  were  ftrong  enough 
to  do  this.     I  acknowledge  that  they  were  not : 
and  I  fay  further,  that  they  never    will  be  :  for 
whatever  force  we  may  fend  to  Germany,  France 
will  always  lend  a  greater.     It  has  more  troops  than 
En-land !    and  while  the  Englifh  councils  perfift 
finSy  to  engage  in  a  land  war  with  France,  they 
evfr  muft  be  inferior,  and  ever  matt  act  only  on  the 
defenfive. 

Can  we  think  cf  loading  our  revenue  with  a 
greater  debt,  and  tailing  more  money  than  we  did 
Faft  year  ?  And  finely  no  friend  of  his  country 
would  with  again  to  fee  fo  great  a  proportion  of 
fifteen  millions  devoted  folely  to  Germany,  with 
,  icarce 
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fcarce  a  fingle  new  regiment,  or  new  fleet  of  offence, 
lent  out  all  the  fummer  upon  an  Englifh  fervice.  If 
after  all  this,  and  the  aflurances  that  theGerman  army 
was  ninety  five  thoufand  ftrong,  the  French  came 
into  the  field  twenty  thoufand  men  fuperior  to  us, 
when  are  we  to  hope  to  equal  them  ?  If  France,  even 
in  its  bankrupt  ftate,  can  overmatch  us,  when  in  the 
heighth  of  our  credit,  can  we  afk  a  flronger  proof 
that  this  war  is  a  ruinous  one  ?  We  may  value  our- 
felves  upon  little  trifling  advantages,  and  fwell  as 
we  will,  our  enemies  know  that  we  muft  burft  be- 
fore we  equal  them,  and  will  therefore  fpin  out  the 
war  to  its  utmoft  length,  till  our  credit  or  our  pa- 
tience fhall  be  exhaufted. 

But  in  order  to  give  this  argument  its  full  force, 
let  us  fuppofe,  that  we  had  more  men  to  enlifl  in 
England  than  wtre  in  France,  or  that  we  had  more 
countries  to  recruit  out  of;  and  that  we  could  bor- 
row more  millions  flill  to  pay  them  •,  and  could, 
by  means  of  thefe,  bring  a  larger  army  into  the 
field  than  the  French  could  oppofe  us  with  :  this  is 
a  war  which  is  not  only  ruinous,  but  impracticable  : 
it  is  carrying  it  on  in  a  method,  which  can  tend  to 
no  decifive  iflue  in  our  favour,  nor  to  any  effectual 
damage  to  our  enemy.  'Tis  in  a  country  where  a 
victory  can  do  us  no  good,  and  where  a  defeat  can 
do  the  French  no  efiential  hurt.  No  wife  govern- 
ment ever  thought  that  the  end  of  making  war, 
was  merely  the  killing  of  men.  Britain  mould  of 
all  others  be  the  molt  tender  of  diking  the  lives  of 

L  its 
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its  fubjects  upon  fuch  a  hazard.  The  great  intent 
of  war  is  by  victory  to  conquer  an  enemy's  country, 
and  by  leffening  either  his  provinces,  his  fubjects, 
or  his  revenues,  to  bring  him  to  reafon.  England 
is  morally  fure  of  effecting  this  every  where  elfe  ; 
but  can  hope  for  nothing  of  this  kind  by  its  war  in 
Germany.  Suppofe  us  to  gain  a  compleat  victory  ; 
is  there  any  fruit  of  it  to  be  reaped  in  Germany  ? 
Does  Britain  propofe  to  gain  territory  or  towns  in 
Germany  ?  Would  they  be  worth  having  if  they 
Were  given  us  ?  What  then  is  the  reward  ?  Inftead 
of  feeing  the  French  upon  the  VVefel,  (or  that  other 
brook  the  Memel,  which  Britifh  ears  never  heard 
before,)  we  mould  find  them  upon  the  Mail]  5  that 
is,  at  fo  much  greater  a  diftance  from  England,  and 
fo  much  nearer  to  France ;  that  is,  we  mould  have 
the  war  to  carry  on  at  fo  much  greater  expence,  i  rid 
have  our  provifions,  our  military  fores,  and  ouj  re- 
cruits to  fend  fo  much  the  farther  ;  and  out  enemies 
would  find  all  their  fupplies  fo  much  the  neaier. 

Let  us  try  the  chance  of  war  a  fecond  time,  and 
if  the  French  are  generous  enough  to  give  us  an 
open  field,  (which  they  certainly  won't  do,  unlefs 
they  are  as  ftrong  as  we)  let  us  fight  them  over 
again.  If  they  mould  beat,  all  our  advanced  ma- 
gazines are  loft  :  but  fuppofe  us  to  gain  a  fecond 
victory  ?  what  would  be  the  fruit  of  it  ?  The  French 
may  then,  perhaps,  retreat  over  the  Rhine  into  their 
own  country.     But  would  any  Englifhman  wiih  to 
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follow  them  thither  ?  Britain  invade  France,  fingly, 
and  by  its  own  flrength,  upon  the  Rhine,  among  all  its 
frontier  towns  ?  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  with 
the  fingle  ftrength  of  Britain,  would  not  have  done 
it  after  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  Had  he  then,  or 
have  we  now  a  battering  tram  fufficient  to  force  re- 
gular fortifications  ?  With  all  the  intermediate  ftates 
of  Germany  for  our  enemies,  could  we  fend  them 
heavy  artillery,  and  that  infinite  apparatus  requifite 
for  the  fiege  of  a  great  town  ?  When  we  had  got  it, 
would  we  keep  it,  if  we  could  ?  Could  we  keep  it 
if  we  would  ?  Or  rather,  L  ng  before  the  neceffary 
ftores  could  be  fent  from  hence,  or  be  brought  to 
our  army,  the  French  would  have  drawn  troops 
enough  from  their  great  garrifons  and  frontiers,  as 
well  as  from  their  interior  militia,  to  furround  and 
cut  it  off  from  every  poffibility  of  return.  France 
now  puts  not  forth  half  the  flrength,  it  would  then 
exert,  to  ueftroy  an  Englifh  army,  which  it  mould 
fee  cooped  up  among  the  ftrong  towns  on  its  fron- 
tiers. 

If  we  are  fo  very  fanguine,  and  think  the  Britifh 
force  equal  to  the  whole  power  of  France  at  land, 
it  were  better  fure  not  to  cool  the  ardor  of  our  troops 
by  marching  them  five  hundred  miles  into  Ger- 
many. Inftead  of  attacking  this  Bull  by  the  horns 
on  his  German  frontier,  let  us  rather  gore  him  in 
his  flank,  or  pierce  him  to  the  heart :  Let  us  give 
our  enemies  troops  the  pain  of  a  Jong  march,  and 
not  our  own ;  and  land,  as  our  anceftors  did,  at 
L  2  Ca- 
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Calais,  or  Boulogne,  or  Newhaven,  and  march  to 
Paris :  this  will  be  a  much  fhorter,  and  a  much 
cheaper  method  of  carrying  on  the  war,  as  well  as 
a  much  more  effectual  means  of  bringing  the  French 
to  terms.  Let  us  make  our  enemies  country  the 
feat  of  war,  rather  than  our  friends,  if  we  really 
think  ourfelves  ftrong  enough  to  cope  with  their 
whole  land  force  ;  and  it  will  be  a  much  eafier  tafk  to 
fupply  our  army  with  artillery  and  the  neceffary  ftores 
up  the  Sein,  to  take  Roan  and  Paris,  than  it  would 
be  to  fend  them  over  the  Maine,  the  Neckar,  and 
the  Rhine,  to  take  Straiburg. 

But  the  abfurdity  of  England's  ever  thinking  to 
pofTefs  itfelf  of  fortified  places  on  the  Confines  be- 
tween France  and  Germany,  is  fufficient,  without 
mentioning  the  hazard  of  fuch  an  attempt :  allow- 
ing it  not  impofiible  to  take  a  town,  it  would  be 
abfolutely  fo  to  know  what  to  do  with  it.  This  is 
a  war,  therefore,  where  fortune  itfelf  cannot  help 
us  ;  we  cannot  avail  ourfelves  even  of  our  victories, 
and  the  mod  repeated  fuccefs  could  only  multiply 
our  difficulties,  and  double  our  charges  :  that  is,  it 
is  a  method  of  carrying  on  a  war  with  France,  which 
from  the  very  nature  of  it,  is  impracticable. 

If  in  the  prefent  courfe  of  the  war,  Britain  can 
get  nothing  by  its  victories,  France,  on  the  other 
hand,  can  lofe  nothing  by  a  defeat.  Except  only  in 
the  number  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  which  in 
the  common  courfe  of  battles,  may  be  fet  at  about 
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the  double  of  that  of  the  conquerors,  what  other 
lofs  have  cur  enemies  to  fuftain  ?  They  are  driven 
out  of  Germany.     Be  it  fo :  was  any  one  of  the 
towns,  which  they  fliall  quit  in  their  retreat,  their's 
before  ?  Will  they  have  a  fingle  fortification  the  lefs 
for  the  greateft  victory  we  can  gain  ?  Or  will  the 
French    revenue   be   at   all  leffened,    or  the   ftate 
brought  fo  much   the  nearer    to  bankruptcy,  for 
their  having  no  army  to  pay  out  of  their  own  coun- 
try ?  Still  you'll  fay  Germany  is  cleared  to  them. 
True,  it  may  be  fo  for  the  next  fummer,  if  the 
French  don't  chufe  to  march  thither.     But  Eng- 
land's expence  muft  go  on.     Our  enemies  will  not 
tell  us,  that  they  don't  intend  to  go  thither  •,  they 
certainly  will   go,  if  we  attempt  to  leffen  our  ex- 
pence,  and  withdraw  a  great  part  of  our  troops. 
Where  then  is  the  end  of  our  labour?    Can  the 
French  wifli  for  a  more  advantageous  plan  of  car- 
rying on  a  war,  than  this ;  in  which  they  know  that 
no  decifive  ftroke  can  be  ftruck  by  us  againft  them  ; 
and  in  which  they   are  fure,  that  in  the  long  run 
England  muft  be  exhaufted,  were  its  treafures  and 
its  credit  five  times  greater  than  they  are  ? 

And  can  we  hope  to  maintain  our  conquefts,  by 
perfifting  in  a  land  war  upon  fo  difadvantageous  a 
plan  ?  There  are  people  fo  very  inconfiderate,  that 
if  we  are  but  fighting  with  the  French,  they  are  con- 
tent. But  fureiy  it  becomes  a  wife  ftate  in  making 
choice  of  the  province,  which  it  fhall  fend  its  troops 
to  act  in,  to  confider,  where  it  can  fight  to  greateft 

advan- 
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advantage  :  where  it  can  put  its  enemy  to  mofl 
expence,  and  be  itfelf  at  leaf!: ;  where  its  enemy  is 
weakeft,  and  itfelf  ftrongeft  •,  where  its  victories 
will  turn  to  its  own  bed  account,  and  by  hurting 
its  adverfary  in  his  mod:  eflential  interefr,  reduce  him 
the  fooneil  to  fue  for  peace.  The  war  in  Germany 
anfwers  no  one  of  thefe  purpofes.  France  cannot  be 
hurt  in  any  material  interelt,  but  mull  in  the  end 
carry  its  point  by  ruining  our  credit.  The  utmoft 
we  can  propofe,  is  only  to  kill  them  a  few  men  : 
and  what  have  we  done,  even  in  that  refpec~t,  for 
thefe  four  years  paft  ?  Our  Bntifh  troops  never  fav 
a  General  that  had  fo  large  a  ufe  of  them  :  but 
France  fcarce  knows  in  its  hiflory  fo  innocent  a  war, 
"Was  the  battle  of  Haflenbeck  fo  much  in  our  favour  ? 
or  their  lofs  of  men  greater  than  our  own  ?  Will  fuch 
trifling  affairs,  as  thofeof  Creveltand  Warburg,  pro- 
duce any  confequence,  except  the  firing  the  Tower 
guns  *,  and  giving  a  pretence  to  fend  over  more  men  ? 

Did  we  find  the  French  army  the  weaker  lall  fum- 
mer,  for  thofe  prodigies  of  valour,  fhewn  the  year 
before  by-  two  Englifh  brigades  at  the  battle 
ofMinden?  Let  the  General  have  done  his  du- 
ty, and  brought  up  the  horfe,  as  he  ought,  to 
charge  the  French,  or  trample  down  three  or  four 
thoufand  Saxon  and  French  foot.  It  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  been  a  very  good  thing  :  that  might  have 

*  Fifteen  ?Willions  fpent,  and  fifteen  hundred  enemies  killed  : 
is  it  not  doing  Frenchmen's  heads  too  much  honour,  to  fire  guns 
of  triumph  upon  fuch  an  o^cafion,  and  fhew  that  we  value  them 
at  ten'thoufand  pounds  a  fcalp  r 

more 
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more  than  double  the  number,  which  the  French 
really  loft  there,  and  would  have  made  the  victory 
more  brilliant.  But  where  would  have  been  the 
fubftantial  benefit  to  England  ?  How  would 
the  main  of  the  war  have  been  affected  by  it  ? 
The  French  army  perhaps  might  not  have  been 
able  to  make  a  ftand  quite  fo  foon  ;  and  might 
have  eroded  the  Main ;  and  the  Englifh  might 
have  entered  Frankfort.  And  is  Frankfort  worth 
to  England  the  taking  a  French  cock  boat  ?  Was  it 
before  a  French  town,  or  will  it  aftv_T  be  an  Englifh. 
one  ?  The  only  lofs  therefore  would  have  been  of 
men.  But  France  cannot  be  hurt  by  the  mere  lofs 
of  men,  which,  were  it  five  rimes  greater,  it  could 
prefently  fupply,  by  draughts  from  its  militia ;  or 
replace  when  it  pleafed,  with  recruits  in  Germany. 
But  is  our  ftatei  fo  large  ?  or  are  our  hufbandmen 
?nd  manufacturers  fo  very  ufelefs  to  it  ?  as  to  jufti- 
fy  the  pitting  five  and  twenty  thoufand  Englishmen, 
again (l  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  French,  merely  to 
try  their  valour,  and  which  mall  kill  the  moft  men  j 
r>i  at  leaft  five  millions  to  three  depend- 
ing upon  the  main  ?  And  all  this,  without  the  pof- 
fibility  of  any  one  national  advantage  accruing  from 
the  \  itLory  ? 

The  diftinguifning  art  of  this  war  has  hitherto 
confuted  in  the  raifing  trifling  fkirmiihes  into  bat- 
tles, and  victories.  We  overlook  the  ruining  our 
troops,  in  the  praifes  of  their  valour  j  and  there  are 
who  knew,  that  they  could  not  make  their  court  in 
any  method  fo  effectually,  as  by  magnifying  the  vic- 
tories 
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tones  of  our  German  army,  and  aggravating  the 
loiics  of  the  French.  But  with  all  their  lolTes,  the 
French  have  been  every  year  flronger  in  Germany 
than  we  :  as  much  flronger  as  in  good  policy  they 
ought  to  be.  In  reality,  I  fear  we  muft  be  much 
miftaken,  if  we  think  that  France  is  but  juft  fupe- 
rior  to  us.  Could  France  furnifh  out  armies  upon 
the  Rhine,  the  Mofelle,  and  the  Maefe,  with  two 
more  in  Spain,  and  Savoy,  all  at  the  fame  time ; 
and  can  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  all  its  refources  are 
now  exhaufted  by  fending  one  fingle  army  to  invade 
Hanover  ? 

Do  we  not  now  fee  the  French  court  making  dif- 
pontions  for  a  fecond  army  ?  and  have  we  not  al- 
ready felt  the  eitecls  of  it  r  What  then  was  the  foun- 
dation of  thofe  vain  boafts,  which  are  given  out  in 
the  beginning  of  every  feftion  ;  that  the  French  are 
ruined ;  and  the  next  German  campaign  muft  be 
their  laft  ?  far  from  being  bankrupt  by  maintaining 
their  ground  all  thefummer  in  Heffe,  with  an  army 
fuperior  to  ours,  their  government  now  finds  it- 
klf  in  a  capacity  to  form  two  armies ;  and  muft  we 
not  therefore  have  taken  a  wrong  meafure  of  their 
ftrength,  when  we  reprefented  their  finances  as  un- 
equal to  the  expence  of  one  ? 

We  have  before  feen  the  impracticablenefs  of  mak- 
ing war  with  France  on  the  Upper  Rhine  ;  fhall  we 
now  then  march  to  the  Lower  Rhine  ?  To  what 
purpofe  ?  To  take  Wefel.     That  is  not  the  French 

fron- 
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Frontier,  but  the  King  of  Prufiia's.     But  we  would 
prevent  the  French  from  forming  an  army  there. 
The  want  of  Wefel   did   not  prevent  the  French 
from  refolving  to  march  their  army  that  way  in  the 
year  1757,  and  neither  would  it  now.     In  order  to 
effect  that  therefore,  we  muft  form  a  greater  army- 
there    ourfelves,    elfe    we    may    be   repulfed    and 
beaten  back.     But  fuppofe  we  could  prevent  the 
French  from  forming  their  army  upon  the  Lower 
Rhine  -,  they  would  then  order  it  upon  the  Roer  or 
the  Maefe :  and  is  it  a  matter  of  the  leaft  confe- 
quence  to  them,  where  it  is  formed,  if  we  do  but 
go  after  it  ?  The  French  cannot  propofe  to  conquer 
England   by  fending  armies  into  Germany  :  their 
only  hope  is  to  exhauft  and  weary  us  out  by  a  land 
war,  which  we  mull  carry  on  with  them  upon  fuch 
very  difadvantageous  terms ;  and  to  divert  us  from 
their  iflands,  by  employing  our  attention   in  Ger- 
many.    They  have  found  that  the  miftaken  zeal  of 
the  nation,  and  our  eagernefs  to  fight  a  Frenchman 
any  where,  have  made  us  willing  to  meet  them  on 
the  ground  of  their  own  chufing  with  one  army, 
and  they  are  now  trying  to  decoy  us  with  another. 
And  were  that  fecond  army  to  be  on  the  Maefe,  it 
would  anfwer  their  intention  better  than  one  on  the 
Lower  Rhine  ;  becaufe  their  troops   would  be  {0 
much  the  nearer  home  :   And  if  the  nation  be  obfti- 
nate,  and  our  credit  will  not   break  fooner,  rather 
than  not  exhauft  us,  they  will  trail  us  on  with  a 
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third  army  on  the  Mofelle,  or  on  any  other  part  of 
their  frontiers  which  we  fhall  choofe  *. 

But  let  us  fuppofe  the  nation  to  be  powerful  and 
zealous  enough  to  raife  twenty  millions,  and  that, 
with  the  other  five,  we  could  draw  down  good  troops 
for  another  army,  I  had  almoft  faid,  out  of  the 
moon  •,  for  upon  this  earth  I  have  (hewn  they  are 
not  to  be  had.  Go  on  thus  for  three  campaigns 
more,  and  kill  20,000  French  in  each,  till  not  a 
battalion  remained  on  the  right  of  the  Rhine  from 
Bafil  to  Emerick.  Still  we  mould  find  ourfelves  as 
far  from  a  peace  as  ever.     We  might  the  next  cam- 

•  A  young  Prince  of  fpirit,  who  has  diilinguiflied  himfelf  in 
a  fecond  character,  may  think  it  time  to  have  a  command  in 
chief.  Could  he  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  killed  fif- 
teen hundred  Frenchmen  :  it  would  have  been  about  the  fize 
of  our  former  victories  ;  and  under  the  noife  of  fuch  a  triumph, 
he  might  have  gained  another  eftablifhment,  and  a  refolution  to 
form  an  army  for  him.  The  novelty  of  a  foreign  general  is 
now  over.  But  furely  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  fhew  how  Britain 
could  have  been  in  the  lead  benefited  by  having  two  fuch  Ge- 
nerals ;  and  two  armies,  (if  it  could  have  found  men)  inftead  of 
one ;  and  at  leaft  two  more  millions  of  its  treafure  to  be  fpent  in 
Germany  on  the  fupport  of  them;  and  all  this  expence  incurred 
for  the  fake  of  regaining  Wefel  for  an  ally,  which  he  himfelf  had 
magnanimoufly  abandoned,  when  the  works  of  it  were  intire, 
and  would  not  defend,  either  for  his  own  fake  or  ours.  While 
with  half  the  treafure,  and  half  the  number  of  troops,  which 
are  fent  to  Germany,  to  ferve  no  one  Englifli  or  good  German 
purpofe,  we  might  poflefs  ourfelves  of  the  French  iflands, 
which  they  could  never  retake  from  us ;  and  gain  to  his  Majefty 
a  hundred  thoufand  fubjecls ;  and  to  Britain  a  revenue  of  four 
or  five  millions :  Befides  fecuring  Hanover,  and  putting  an  end 
to  the  expence  of  the  war  when  v/e  pleafe. 

paign 
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paign  be  ftronger  in  the  field  than  France.  But  how 
mould  we  avail  ourfelves  of  this  fuperiority  ?  What 
would  be  the  advantage  of  it  ?  None.  The  court 
of  France  would  know  of  that  fuperiority  ;  and 
would  order  their  army  not  to  march  that  year  into 
Germany,  and  would  anfwer  their  purpofe  juft  as 
well,  by  having  put  us  to  twenty  millions  expence, 
while  they  were  at  none  :  and  by  having  kept  their 
troops  and  their  money  at  home  would  have  fo  much 
the  better  a  fund  for  the  next  year's  war,  when  Eng- 
land would  be  exhaufted.  In  fhort,  this  is  a  war, 
which  France  never  can  be  hurt  by,  and  never  can 
be  weary  of.  A  land  war  with  England  alone  is  an 
advantage,  and  which  France  has  not  enjoyed  thefe 
hundred  years.  'Tis  the  triumph,  and  not  the  trial 
of  their  arms  to  fight  us  fingle  in  Germany*  ;  and  if 
they  know  their  own  intereft,  they  will  never  fend 
an  over-powerful  army  thither  to  drive  us  out  of  it, 
and  put  us  upon  bethinking  ourfelves  of  ours. 

But  when  we  had  beat  the  French  out  of  Ger- 
many, we  would  go  and  affift  the  king  of  Prufiia. 
Againtl  whom  ?  The  army  of  the  Empire  ?  Britain 
has  no  quarrel  with  the  Empire  of  its  own  •,  and  it  has 
been  already  (hewn,  that  it  never  can  be  the  intereft 
of  Britain  to  abet  the  quarrels  of  the  members  of  the 

*  It  will  not  be  a  justification  of  this  part  of  the  war,  to  fay 
that  we  have  had  great  fuccefs  elfe  where;  becaufe  I  fhall  here- 
after fnew  that  the  war  in  Germany  has  not  in  the  leaft  degree 
contributed  to  our  fuccefTes  in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  but 
either  hindered  or  retarded  them. 

M  2  Em- 
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Empire  againft  each  other.  Can  we  give  to  France 
a  greater  pleafurc  than  to  fee  us,  their  declared  ene- 
my, employed  in  a  war  with  the  empire,  their  mod 
dangerous  rival  ?  Shall  we  then  attack  the  Auftrian 
army  ?  The  Emprefs  Queen  is  not  at  war  with  us. 
And  has  not  Britain  enemies  enough  already,  with- 
out going  into  Eaft  Germany  to  feek  for  more  ?- 
But  they  are  all  enemies  of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
And  are  we  fubjects  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  ?  He  is 
our  ally.  By  a  treaty  which  obliges  us  to  no  fuch 
thing.     We  guarantied  Silefia.     In  the  fame  terms 

as  he  did  H r,  which  he  was  going  to  attack. 

But  he  needs  our  affiftance.  Are  then  the  Britifh 
troops  never  to  fee  an  end  of  their  labours  ?  Are 
our  men  and  treafures  fo  very  numerous,  that  we 
mould  fend  our  fubjecls  to  feek  out  Bohemians, 
Hungarians,  Bofnians  and  Sclavonians,  Bannatines 
and  Warafdiners,  and  twenty  other  people  of  the  Eaft, 
with  whom  we  never  had  the  lead  concern  ?  Are 
we  fure  that  we  can  conquer  Auftrians,  Ruffians, 
and  Swedes,  all  in  one  fummer  fo  intirely,  as  that 

his  M of  P may  not  need  our  affiftance 

the  next  fummer,  when  the  French  will  invade  the 
Electorate  with  frefh  force  ?  If  we  mould  help  him 
to  conquer  all  his  enemies,  are  we  fure  that  he  would 
be  the  better  friend  to  us  for  his  not  needing  our  af- 
fiftance ?  Are  we  fure  that  the  price  of  his  friend- 
fhip  would  not  rife  with  the  importance  of  it  ? 
Is  it  certain  that  he  would  return  our  kindnefs, 
and  help  us  againft  the  French  ?  Let  us  at 
Jeaft  have  a  treaty  to  oblige  him  to  it ;  and  not  trult- 

it 
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it,  as  it  now  is,  merely  to  his  gratitude.  Did  he 
not  in  the  laft  war  quit  the  French,  who  were  his 
makers,  as  loon  as  he  no  longer  wanted  them  ? 
Thefe  and  a  thoufand  other  queftions  ought  to  be 
anfwered,  before  we  refolve  on  fending  our  army 
into  Eaft  Germany.  We  once  profefled  never  to 
truft  our  troops  beyond  the  mouths  of  the  great 
rivers  of  the  Ems  and  Weier:  but  whither  are  they 
to  go,  that  are  to  fight  the  K.  of  Pruffia's  battles. 
If  our  army  is  to  go  fo  far  into  the  inland  parts  of 
Germany,  how  is  it  to  aft  ?  Shall   it  join  the  K.  of 

P a?  And  are   Britons  then  doom'd  to  fight, 

not  only  under  a  foreign  general,  but  under  a  foreign 
king  too  ?  He  will  probably  ufe  them  foon,  know- 
ing that  they  will  foon  be  weary  of  being  fo  ufed. 
Shall  they  then  act  by  themfelves  ?  Where  are  their 
magazines  ?  Shall  they  follow  them  too  from  Emb- 
den  to  Breflaw  ?  If  the  nation  is  now  brought  a 
million  and  half  in  debt  for  the  article  of  forage, 
how  many  millions  will  fupply  us  at  that  diflance  ? 
Not  to  afk  how  Englifhmen  are  to  find  their  way 
back,  if  they  mould  be  expofed  and  routed  ;  let  us 
fuppofe  him  and  them  to  be  victorious,  and  to  ob- 
lige his  enemies  to  treat  with  him  ;  and  let  us  fup- 
pofe this  German  prince  to  be  a  more  faith! ul  and 
more  grateful  ally  than  any  other  German  prince 
ever  was  to  us  ;  and  that  he  would  really  aflift  us 
againft  France,  What  could  he  do  for  us  ?  He 
might  join  our  army,  and  beat  the  French  out 
of  Hanover.  Be  it  fo.  Still  Britain  mud  be  at  the 
expence,  and  ft  ill  keep  up  an  army  there,  and  our 

fub- 
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fubfidies  mud  dill  go  on.  Probably  his  would  rife 
upon  it,  and  he  might  then  infift  upon  a  million. 
Has  he  not  without  this  been  attempting  an  increafe 
already  ? 

But  let  his  fubfidy  remain  the  fame,  and  let  the 
French  be  driven  out  of  Germany  ;  What  advantage 
would  Britain  receive  thereby  ?  Why  when  the  French 
could  no  longer  come  into  Hanover,  and  make  war 
with  us,   they  muft   make  peace.     Nothing  lefs. 

So  long  as  we  could  keep  his  M- of  P in 

humour,  and  he  fhould  find  himfelf  at  leifure  to 
guard  us,  the  French  might  ceafe  to  invade  the  elec- 
torate. But  why  mould  that  oblige  them  to  fue 
for  peace  ?  Is  the  French  government  at  an  end, 
when  they  have  no  longer  an  army  in  Germany  ? 
Will  their  provinces,  their  people,  or  their  revenues 
be  the  lefs,  for  their  armies  not  crofTing  the  Rhine? 
The  Hanoverians,  if  the  Prufiians  and  they  agree 
together,  may  be  at  reft  for  a  fummer ;  but  why 
fhould  the  French  cry  out  for  peace,  when  nobody 
hurts  them  ?  Surely,  it  is  not  enough  that  they  do 
not  hurt  us ;  we  muft  hurt  them  before  they  will 
fue  for  peace.  For  that  then  we  muft  attack  them 
in  their  iflands,  and  take  from  them  all  they  have 
left :  that  will  drive  them  to  a  peace,  or  pay  us  the 
annual  expence  of  a  naval  war.  If  then  we  muft 
recur  at  laft  to  our  fleet,  and  make  the  peace  for 
ourfelves  ;  why  take  fo  immenfely  wide  a  circuit,  to 
come  at  a  point  which  lies  ftreight  before  us  ? 
Why  run  the  nation  thirty  millions  more  in  debt,  to 

do 
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do  that  two  or  three  years  hence,  which  might 
have  been  done  laft  winter,  by  which  we  might  have 
fecured  a  peace  and  indemnification  for  Hanover  at 
the  French  expence ;  and  by  which,  now  that 
North  America  is  ours,  we  fhall  have  it  in  our 
own  power  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  whether  the 
French  choofe  it  or  not :  No  matter  whether  they 
will  treat  with  us  ;  from  that  time  they  can- 
not have  a  fhip  at  fea,  nor  a  poffibility  of  coming 
at  us.  The  channel  and  our  fleet  would  keep  the 
peace  •,  we  fhould  not  want  to  get  any  thing  from 
them,  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  any  thing 
from  us. 

Many  of  my  readers  might  think  it  unnecelTary 
to  purfue  this  argument  any  farther ;  but  ftrongly 
prepoflefled  as  the  nation  has  been,  there  is  no  end 

of  raifing  fuppofitions  in  favour  of  this  K of 

P- .     I  have  heard  it  faid  that  he  would  make 

the  Emprefs  Queen,  make  it  a  condition  in  her 
peace  with  him,  that  fhe  mould  join  her  forces  to 
his,  and  affift  us  againft  France.  But  we  muft  have 
helped  him  to  beat  her  five  times  fucceffively,  before 
fhe  could  confent  to  fight  againft  her  ally  :  whereas, 
hitherto,  he  has  been  nearly  as  often  beaten  as  vic- 
torious. But  be  it  fo,  let  them  both  come  to  our 
aid.  We  fhall  then  have  two  armies  in  Hanover  : 
a  Pruflian,  and  an  Auftrian  army :  Hanoverian 
auxiliaries,  in  Britifh  pay.  The  poor  Hanoverians, 
I  am  afraid,  would  not  thank  us  for  bringing  two 
fuch  forts  of  guefts  into  their  country.     Perhaps, 

they 
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they  would  as  foon  choofe  to  fee  the  French  there, 
as  a  Prullian  army  and  an  Auftrian. 


Let  them  then  go  out  of  it,  and  both,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Englifh  army,  march  and  attack  the 
French  upon  the  Rhine.  Still  we  are  not  upon  fo  good 
a  plan  as  the  old  Revolution  fyftem,  when  the  Ger- 
mans had  three  armies  invading  France  upon  their 
own  account,  and  in  their  own  pay.     Let  us  fuppofe 
them  then  to  be  generous  enough  to  fight  the  French 
upon  their  own  pay,  and  that   the  Empire  and  the 
Dutch  would  join  them,  and  all  declare  war  againft 
France.     Should  we  not  then  wifh  all  that  flower  of 
the  German  youth,  thofe  hundred  thoufands,  which 
the  French,  for  thefe  four  years  paft,  have  with  plea- 
fure  feen  cutting  each  others  throats,  fhould  we  not 
then,  I  fay,  wifli  them  all  alive  again  to  ftrengthen 
our  battalions,  and  thicken  our  fquadrons  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  ?  And  is  not  this  the  very  pofition,  which 
we  let  out  with  in  thefe  Confiderations  •,  that  it  was 
the  French  intereft,  and  not  the  Englifh,  which  was 
ierved  by  civil  wars  in  Germany  ?    And  thus,  after 
having  granted  every  thing  on  this  head  which  the 
fondeft  prefumption  could  have  afked  •,  after  having 
heaped  up  fuppofitions  upon  each  other  without  end 
to  ferve  the  prefent  fyftem,  and  made  the  greateft 
improbabilities  concur  to  favour  it,  we  mould,  af- 
ter all,  be  brought  two  or  three  years  hence,  to  that 
(late  of  Europe,  which  in  former  wars  we  fat  out 
in  ;  with  this  Hill  remaining  difference,  of  England's 
being  exhaufted  of  its  treafures,  and  Germany  of  its 
i  troops. 
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troops.     So  much  better  things  were  the  old  grand 
alliances,  than  the  new  continental  connections. 

In  fhort,  if  we  are  to  perfift  in  this   ruinous  and 
impracticable  German  war,  let  the  wealth  and  power 
of  the  nation  be  as  great  as  they  will,  it  is  England 
and  not  France  which  mult  fue  for  a  peace.    What- 
ever be  our  fuccefies,  France  is  untouched  ;  when- 
ever the  French  government  knows  that   they  can 
fend  thither  an  army  fuperior  to  ours,  they  will  at- 
tack us ;  whenever  we  are  too  ftrong  for  them,  they 
will  not  fend  :  But,  far  from  being  ruined  by  the 
intermiffion  of  a  fingle  campaign  in  Germany,  they 
are  thereby   only  made  the  ftronger  for  the  next. 
Why  then  mould  France  fue  for  peace,  when  at 
worfl  they  have  only  to  ftand  ftill,  and  keep  their 
money  at  home,  and  their  troops  upon  their  fron- 
tiers, holding  the  appearance  of  marching  into  Ger- 
many, and  our  ruin  is  compleated  :  for  we  muft  be 
at  ftill  the  fame  expence ;  and  after  having  got  fix 
and  thirty  millions  in  debt,   muft  go  on  to  eight 
and  forty. 

But  we  have  been  fo  long  talking  of  the  magna- 
nimity of  our  ally,  that  many  perfons  will  not  give 
up  their  opinion  of  his  ability  to  ferve  us.  He  has 
been  called  the  magnanimous  by  too  great  an  au- 
thority to  admit  a  doubt  of  his  having  it  in  his 
power  to  do  great  things  for  us.  For  the  fake  of 
fuch  perfons,  it  may  be  of  Life  to  think  of  his  will: 
and  reflect  a  little  on  what  foundation  that  general 
N  per- 
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uafioii'Tefti,  of  his  being  fo  much  our  fric: 
or  h<;-.v  tar  we  can  determine  whether  he  is  mod  in- 
cline;! to  do  us   good   or  hurt.     The  entering  into 
confederation  will  be  an  apology  to  the  reader 
for  having  prefumed  to  differ  lb  much  fwm  the  re- 
union *,  and   as   what   I  have   to  offer  will 
chiefly  confift  of  reminding  him  of  pad  facts,  he 
will  himfdf  judge  of  their  conlequences. 

One  of  the  inconveniencies,  neceffarily  arifing 
out  of  the  number  of  our  prefent  news  writers,  is 
their  being  all  of  them  obliged  to  aim  at  popularity. 
Hence  whatever  happen  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion 
of  the  time,  thele  are  vying  with  each  other,  which 
mall  fay  moft  in  favour  of  that  opinion  ;  and  carry 
the  conclufions  drawn  from  it  to  the  greateft-  height. 
And  as  at  leaft  ninety  nine  hundredth  parts  of  the  peo- 
ple take  their  opinions  from  the  papers,  evei-y  thing 
is  hereby  run  to  excefs.  Wife  men  repeat  what 
weaker  men  write  •,  not  thinking  themfelves  con- 
cerned to  exercife  their  judgment,  about  matters  de- 
rived from  fo  flight  an  authority  ;  but  they  are  heard 
as  their  own,  and  thereby  acquire  the  ftrongeft  au- 
thority.    Great  men  in  their  country  retirements 

k  the  news  in  common  converfation,  not  as  really 
matter  of  their  opinion  •,  but  merely  to  find  chat 
for  their  country  vifiters  ;  fools  repeat  this  after 
them,  with  the  addition  of  Such  a  great  man  told 
me  :  and  thus  by  the  feafon  when  gentlemen  come 
to  town,  there  crude  fancies  are  ripened  tip  for  them^ 
and  knoi.'-'v  represented  as  the  fenfe  of  the  nation. 

Let 
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Let  any  man  recollect  the  feveral  violent  prejudices, 
which  the  kingdom  has  run  into,  and  he  will  find 
mod  of  them  derived  from  this  fource.  Not  to  so 
fo  far  back  as  the  lad  war,  when  the  magnanimity 
of  the  Queen  of"  Hungary,  and  the  perfidioufnels 

rif  the  K.  of  P ,  were  the  favourite  topicks  s 

let  him  think  only  how  the  prelent  war  opened  wiili 
the  mod  violent  encomiums  on  the  bravery  and  good 
conduct  of  General  Blakeney.  Not  a  day  pad  for 
three  months  together,  without  our  reading  feme 
article  or  other  in  his  favour.  And  all  thefe  things 
affirmed,  and  received  for  true,  during  a  time,  when 
from  the  very  circumdances  of  the  fiege  and  the 
ifland,  every  man  might  have  known,  that  no  one 
could  have  received  a  fingle  line  from  him  or  the 
garrifon  ;  and  when,  for  any  thing  thefe  writers 
could  tell,  this  o'd  gentleman  might  have  been  dead 
a  fortnight  before  the  fiege  of  St.  Philips  began. 
Yet  what  was  laid  by  the  news-writers  upon  fo  flight 
a  foundation,  was  repeated  by  gentlemen  in  the 
country  ;  and  by  winter  when  they  came  to  parlia- 
ment, this  was  confidered  as  the  fenfe  of  the  nation, 
and  he  was  made  a  lord  upon  the  credit  of  it.  Af- 
ter him  the  K.  of  P became  the  favourite  of 

thefe  authors.  Had  he  done  any  thing  for  Britain  ? 
Had  he  in  his  former  life  ever  fhewn  the  lead  fa- 
vourable difpontion  to  us  ?  Had  we  net  long  been 
condemning;  him  as  ferving  the  caufe  of  France, 
raiting  a  civil  war  in  the  empire,  and  embroiling 
our  allies,  and  making  the  moll  folemn  treaties  give 
way  to  his  ambition  ?  Did  we  not  think  him  at 
N  2  leaft 
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leaft  capable  of  penning  memorials,  which  were 
appeals  to  the  people  againfi:  our  government,  and 
keeping  a  minilter  here  to  converie  among  our 
merchants,  and  fpread  thefe  feeds  of  difaffecuon  ? 
Did  he  not  appear  to  us  as  a  prince,  that  in  the 
mere  wantonnefs  of  malice,  was  braving  the  nation's 
honour  at  fea  ;  fpeaking  in  the  moll  difrefpecTtful 
terms  of  our  late  gracious  fovereign  at  his  own 
court  i  and  infulting  him  at  others  by  fending  one 
of  our  rebels  for  an  ambaffador  ?  Had  we  not 
condemned  him  as  breaking  again  the  faith  of 
treaties,  and  even  after  he  had  gotten  all  he  claimed 
in  Silefia,  attacking  our  allies  afrefh,  to  fave  our 
enemies  the  French  ? 

We  fet  out  in  the  prefent  war  with  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  him,  and  the  firft  fcene  of  it  was,  as  was  then 
thought,  to  have  been  opened  with  fuch  a  determined 
act  of  hoftiliry  as  princes  do  not  often  forgive.  We 
knew  the  court  of  Rufiia's  difpofition  to  attack  him, 
and  gave  500,000 pounds  for  55000  Ruffians  to  make 
a  diverfion,  feemingly  to  eat  him  up.  Soldiers  are  apt 
enough  to  riot  in  their  hoftilitieSj  when  in  an  enemy's 
country,  and  Ruffian  foldiers  were  not  then  known 
to  be  more  gentle  ravagers  than  Germans  :  but  it 
was  determined  by  the  exprefs  articles  of  this  treaty, 
that  they  fhould  have  all  the  plunder ;  and  that  they 
might  be  fure  to  take  enough,  we  were  to  allow 
them  nothing  elfe  to  live  upon  :  whatever  be  the 
licence  of  war,  fuch  things  do  not  ordinarily  make 
the  articles  of  a  treaty. 

Con- 
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Confidcring  it  merely  as  a  treaty  for  the  hire  of 
troops,  it  was  not  a  dear  one.  It  was  for  40,000 
infantry  and  15,000  cavalry  to  be  kept  in  Livonia, 
adjoining  to  Lithuania  ;  and  there  to  remain  till 
they  mould  be  wanted  ;  with  40  or  50  gallies. 
Thirty  thoufand  of  this  infantry,  and  the  fifteen 
thoufand  horfe  were  to  march,  if  his  majefty's  Ger- 
man dominions  fhould  be  attacked,  in  order  to  make 
a  diverfion  ;  and  the  other  ten  thoufand  infantry 
were  to  be  embarked  on  board  the  gallies,  in  order 
to  make  a  defcent.  For  this  England  was  to  pay 
the  Ruffians  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  while 
their  troops  remained  in  Livonia  -,  and  four  hundred 
thoufand  more,  as  foon  as,  in  confequence  of  the 
requifition,  they  fhould  have  paffed  the  frontiers  of 
their  country  ;  and  the  King  of  England  engaged 
to  procure  for  them  a  paffage  through  Poland. 

By  article  the  1 1  th,  All  the  plunder,  which  the 
Ruffian  troops  /hall  gain  from  the  enemy,  of  what  na- 
ture and  quality  fo  ever,  fhall  he  for  the  advantage  of 
thcfe  fame  troops. 

Art.  7th.  Whereas  her  Imperial  Majejly  is  parti- 
cularly tnterejled  in  the  tranquillity  of  the  North,  and 
confidering  alfo  the  proximity  of  the  countries,  wherein 
the  diverfion  in  quefiion  will  probably  be  made,  and 
the  facility  her  troops  will  have  of  fibfijlmg  immediately 
in  an  enemy 's  country  •,  fhe  takes  upon  herfelf  alone, 
during  fuch  a  diverfion,  the  fubfiftence  and  treatment 
cf  the  fat d  trccps  by  feci  and  land  ;  as  alfo  the  heavy 
1  ar- 
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.    which  they  may   b&ue  cccafi'n  for,  a:  A  of 
the  details  thereunto  belonging.    Signed  at  Peterburglv, 
50th  Sept.  1755. 

The  dread  of  thefe  guefts  diverted  his  P n 

M y  from  his  intended  attack  upon  the  E 1 

dominions,  and  brought  him  three  months  after  to 
fign  the  treaty  of  Weftminfter  \  folely  to  keep  all 
foreign  troops  out  of  the  Empire,  with  a  direct 
view  to  the  Ruffians  on  our  fide,  and  the  French 
on  his. 

We  thought  he  might  keep  it  -,  and  difgufted  the 
Ruffians  for  his  fake.     From  this  time  he  no  longer 
bore  the  harder  titles  we  had  been  ufed  to  give  him, 
and  we  infhntly  turned  round  in  our  opinion.     He 
was  the  hero  of  the  age,  the  proteclor  of  the  Ger- 
man liberties,  and  the   champion  of  Proteftantifm. 
Ke  was  in  England,  cur  fecond  king   and  defender 
of  our  faith.     Even    thofe    men,    whole  principles 
had  kept  them,  during  the  foregoing  part  of  their 
lives,  repining  at  one  German  king,  now  drank  the 
health  of  our  two  kings,  as  cordially  as  if  they  had 
been  born  at  Berlin.     Illuminations  were  made  in 
our  flreets  for  this  new  king's   birth  day  :  and  I 
think,  like   the  mighty  Mr.  Vernon,    he  had  two 
rejoicing  nights  in  about  a  fortnight.     Every  thing 
then  became  Pruffian.     We*  had  Pruffian  caps  for 
our   ladies   to   look    fine  with,  and  Pruffian  crofs- 
bones  to  mew  their  men  the  more  frightful ;  and 
which   was  more  than  both,   we  had  f  ruffian  ale 

for 
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fop  the  mob  to  get  drunk  with.  Let  any  one 
then  have  tried  to  infert  an  article  in  any  of  our  pa- 
pers, which  fhould  have  tended  in  the  lead  degree 
to  moderate  this  exceffive  regard  to  him  ;  or  to  bring 
in  doubt  cither  the  good  faith,  the  religion,  or  the 
wildom  of  this  favourite,  in  making  all  Europe  his 
enemies,  it  would  not  have  been  received  ;  the  pro- 
prietors would  have  objected,  that  fuch  an  article 
would  make  their  paper  unpopular,  and  would  upon 
no  terms  have  been  brought  to  print  it. 

'Tis  a  melancholy  truth,  and  not  much  for  the 
honour  of  our  national  gratitude  ;  but  this  prince, 
whom  we  had  never  thought  our  friend,  and  who, 
we  had  been  ufed  to  think,  (I  don't  fay  rightly)  had 
fhewn  in  his  actions  a  neglect  of  all  moral  obliga- 
tion, and  in  his  writings  a  contempt  of  every  reli- 
gious principle,  became  at  once  the  ftandard  of  all 
excellence  in  war  and  politics  ;  and  has  retained 
his  popularity  with  us  for  a  much  longer  term,  than 
our  great  and  good  king  William  could  hold  it, 
with  all  the  merit  of  having  been  the  faviour  of  Hol- 
land, of  Britain,  and  of  Europe. 

He  is  now  called  our  ally  ;  and  there  is  a  reverence 
due  to  that  title :  and  therefore  none  of  the  hard 
things,  we  ufed  to  fay  of  him,  are  now  true  :  but 
any  intelligent  man,  who  {hall  recollect  what  we  had 
been  doing  at  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  the 
evident  tendency  of  the  Ruffian  treaty,  will  find  ic 
very  hard  to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  he  can  ever  for- 
get 
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«*et  it  •,  or  that  three  months  after,  when  the  treaty 
of  Weftminfter  was  made,  any  two  courts  in  Eu- 
rope might  ftand  lefs  cordially  affected  to  each  other, 
than  thole  of  London  and  Berlin. 

The  thoughtlefs  mob  may  be  inftantaneoufly  con- 
verted in   his  favour  •,  efpecially   as   he   is  a  war- 
rior, and  rights  a  great  many  battles  ;  and  the  news 
writers,  who  pay  their  whole  court  to  the  popular 
opinion,  would  then  foon  afcribe  to  him  all  other 
excellencies.     Cut   the  reader,  who  confiders  how 
the   electoral    houfes     muft     have    regarded   each 
other  at  the  figning  the  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  will 
not  help  putting  the  queftion  to  himlelf :  Can  then 
fuch  fervent  love  moot  up  in  the  breads  of  princes 
in  three  months  time  only,  out  of  deadly  hatred  ? 
Do    the   refentments   even   of   private   men   fub- 
fide  fo  foon,  after  the  moll  premeditated  rancour  ? 
The  operations  of  fear  may  be  inftantaneous  :  but 
love  and  friendfhip  are  plants  of  a  flower  growth. 
The  one  might  fear  for  Hanover,  and  the  other  for 
Prufila  ;  and  both  might  thereby  be  brought  to  fuf- 
pend  their  hatred ;  and  after  that  they  would  cer- 
tainly talk  in  terms  of  the  mod  cordial  affection  and 
confidence,  were  it  only  to  conceal,  if  there  mould 
be  any,  their  mutual  diftrufts.     But  if  the  condi- 
tions of  our  future  peace  with  France  are  to  depend 
upon  his  favour,  we  can  furely  hope  for  very  little 
affiftance  from  the  friendfhip  of  a  man,  who  may 
think,  that  we  have  given  him  fo  inexpiable  a  caufe 
of  hatred. 

Should 
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Should  the  reader  have  any  doubts  about  the 
iuftnefs  of  this  reafoning,  let  him  try  it  by  experi1* 
merit.  This  treaty  of  Weftminfter  confifted  but  of 
one  article,  and  folely  regarded  the  keeping  of  all 
foreign  troops  out  of  the  empire.  What  was  the 
effect  ?  We  obferved  our  part  of  the  treaty,  and 
kept  out  the  Ruffians ;  but  he  might  think,  not- 
withstanding our  fervile  profeflions  of  efteem  of  him, 
that  the  fureft  hold  he  had  of  us,  were  our  fears  -9 
and  therefore  having  obtained  his  own  purpofe  to 
keep  out  the  Ruffians,  he  flighted  Wefel,  which 
his  father  had  been  at  an  infinite  expence  in  fortify- 
ing, and  let  in  the  French.  He  knew  how  much 
our  dread  of  him  would  once  make  us  bear,  and  we 
thtn  knew  that  he  could  at  any  time  join  with  his 
fare  friends  the  French  ♦,  and  therefore  Britain,  far 
from  referring  any  breach  of  a  former  treaty,  fab- 
mitted  to  make  another  with  him,  in  which  we  feem. 
humbly  to  deprecate  his  forfaking  us,  and  offer  up 
our  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  to 
buy  our  fecurity.  The  reader  will  find  this  treaty 
at  the  end,  and  may  try  if  he  can  make  any  thing 
more  of  it. 

But  may  we  not  hope  from  his  gratitude  for  his 
affiitance  in  our  future  peace,  after  having  fo  large- 
ly affifted  him  in  his  wars  ?  Have  then  the  houfe  of 
Austria's  returns  for  our  having  fo  long  fupportec* 
them,  and  fpent  fo  many  millions  in  their  fervice, 
been  fuch  as  to  admit  of  our  hoping  any  thing  from 
the  gratitude  of  German  courts  ?  Will  any  Prince 

O  in 
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in  Germany  once  think  of  our  money,  the  moment 
after  it  is  ipent  ?  What  were  the  returns,  which 
this  very  Prince  in  the  laft  war  made  to  the  French, 
who  were  his  makers  ?  As  foon  as  his  own  purpofe 
was  ferved,  and  he  had  got  what  he  wanted,  he  left 
them,  and  made  a  treaty  with  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary. We  thought  he  afterwards  broke  it  indeed, 
and  when  this  nation  was  rejoicing  at  Prince  Charles's 
having  pafled  the  Rhine,  fell  upon  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  in  time  of  full  peace,  to  bring  him  back 
again,  and  prevent  our  ally  from  growing  too  great. 
Does  he  not  now  know,  whether  we  chufe  to  fee  ic 
or  not,  that  he  has  owed  all  his  importance  to  the 
cunning  of  his  management  between  the  French  and 
vis  ?  and  is  it  not  the  ufual  policy  of  men  in  fuch 
circumftances  to  fecure  their  enemies,  as  foon  as 
they  have  wearied  their  friends?  Have  we. then  any 
hope  but  that,  fhould  he  have  the  prefcribing  the 
terms  of  our  peace  at  the  end  of  the  war,  his  great 
object  will  be  to  make  the  French  nation  his  friends, 
after  having  got  all  he  can  out  of  the  Englifh  ? 


Such  only  are  like  to  be  the  effe&s  of  this  na- 
tion's exhaufting  itfelf  to  raife  him,  and  making  the 
conditions  of  our  future  peace  depend  upon  his  plea- 
Hire,  inftead  of  our  own.  Will  he  then  think  it  for 
his  intereft  to  fuffer  his  firft  and  natural  allies,  the 
French,  to  be  ftript  of  their  fettlements,  and  Bri- 
tain made  fo  fcrong  as  to  be  independent  on  him, 
and  all  other  petty  German  connections,  from  whence 
tnly  he  can  derive  his  greatnefs  ?    Too  long  have 

thefe 
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thefc  German  Princes,  though  not  their  people, 
found  the  fweets  of  thofe  contefts  between  the  French 
and  Us,  in  which  we  have  been  courting  them  for 
their  troops ;  for  any  one  of  them  to  wifh  to  fee  Bri- 
tain gain  fuch  an  afcendency  by  a  future  peace, 
as  would  at  once  put  an  end  to  their  gainful  impor- 
tance. 

And  what  is  the  merit,  he  may  then  afk  us,  by 
which  we  can  pretend  to  have  obliged  his  gratitude  ? 
The  Englifh  nation,  which  is  receiving  nothing  for 
the  money  we  annually  pay  him,  may  think  that  he 
is  obliged  to  them  for  it.  But  he  may  confider  it 
i  i  a  very  different  light ;  he  may  perhaps  tell  us, 
that  we  have  had  our  million's  worth  for  our  million ; 
that  he  received  our  money  as  the  purchafe  of  an 
immunity  for  Weftern  Germany;  and  that  fo  long 
as  we  continue  to  pay  it,  and  he  confines  his  rava- 
ges to  the  Eaft,  he  fully  difcharges  every  obligation 
he  is  under. 

His  power  over  us  is  now,  I  hope,  come  to  an 
end :  but  mould  we  have  gone  on,  fupporting 
and  raifing  him  up  to  be  the  arbiter  of  Germany, 
what  part  would  be  exempt  from  the  effects  of  it  ? 
Would  then  that  favoured  land,  which  we  have  fo 
long  moved  heaven  and  earth  in  defence  of;  by 
which  the  French  have,  in  two  fucceeding  wars, 
artfully  laid  upon  us  the  burden  of  bribing  one  half 
of  Germany,  and  fighting  the  other  :  would  this 
devoted  Electorate  at  laft  efcape  him  ?  His  demands 
O  2  would 
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would  rife  with  his  greatnefs,  and  the  time  mult 
have  come  .when  our  money  or  our  patience  would 
he  cxhaufted  :  fooner  or  later  he  would  be  want- 
ing fomcthing  more  of  us  than  we  fhould  be  able 
'  i  pay  for  its  immunity.  Would  then  the  prey, 
which  he  has  fo  long  watched  for,  appear  the  lefs 
inviting,  for  Britain's  being  obliged  to  give  up  the 
protection  of  it  ?  or  would  the  morfel  be  the  lefs 
delicious,  for  our  having  fpent  there  fo  many  mil- 
lions in  the  defence  of  it  ? 

But  that  great  queftion,  which  has  been  fo  long 
agitated,  whether  Britain  ought  to  have  any  conti- 
nental connections,  has  now  been  determined,  and 
all  parties  happily  agree,  that  it  muft  have  its  con- 
tinental connections. 


As  this  is  the  firft  time  thefe  terms  have  been 
heard  of  in  a  political  debate,  and  their  author  did 
not  explain  his  meaning  in  them,  it  will  be  neceffary 
for  the  reader,  before  he  can  form  any  judgment  on 
the  fubject,  to  fettle  in  his  own  mind,  what  he  is  to 
underftand  by  them.  A  continental  connection  may 
mean,  either  a  connection  with  the  whole  continent 
of  Europe,  or  with  a  part  of  it ;  it  may  mean  a 
connection  with  a  very  large  part,  or  a  very  fmall 
part.  The  grand  alliance,  formed  by  King  Wil- 
liam, between  England  and  all  the  other  dates  of 
Europe  againft  France,  was  a  continental  connec- 
tion :  a  treaty  with  any  German  Prince  for  a  body 
of  troops,  as  with  a  Prince  of  Buckbug  for  a  regi- 
ment 
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ment  of  artillery,  is  a  continental  connection.  Is 
it  poffible  for  us  to  form  any  judgment  upon  a  pro- 
position, which  is  exprefled  in  terms  fo  very  vague 
and  indefinite?  Two  things  then  occur  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  difcuffion.  The  one  is,  that  this 
great  queflion,  faid  to  have  been  fo  long  agitated, 
and  now  determined,  never  was  a  queflion  before ; 
becaufe  the  terms  of  it  were  never  before  put  into 
a  propofition,  from  the  Conquefr.  to  this  time  :  the 
other  is,  that  it  never  can  be  a  queflion  ;  becaufe 
the  terms  of  it  are  fo  very  vague  and  general,  as  to 
have  no  determinate  meaning  in  them,  and  precife- 
3y  to  exprefs  nothing  at  all. 

However,  as  the  fubjecl  requires  our  confidera- 
tion,  the  only  fair  way  which  I  know  of  treating  on 
it,  is  by  an  induction  of  the  feveral  particular  fenfes, 
in  which  the  propofition  may  be  underflood,  and 
weighing  the  merits  of  each. 

If  the  terms  be  underftood  in  their  mod  general 
fenfe,  and  the  queflion  be,  whether  Britain  ought 
at  any  time,  or  in  any  cafe  whatfoever,  to  have  any 
fort  of  connection  with  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
the  continent  of  Europe  ?  1  his  feems  to  be  a  quef- 
tion  too  general  to  be  ever  agitated  at  all ;  becaufe  it 
is  impoflible  for  any  man  to  fay,  that  there  may  not 
arife  ibme  certain  occafions  and  circumflances  of  af- 
fairs, which  may  unavoidably  force  us  to  have  fome 
connection  with  the  continent :  at  leaft,  this  quef- 

tion 
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tion  cannot  have  been  agitated  fince  the  act  of  fettle- 
ment,  becaufe  that  was  itfelf  a  continental  connec- 
tion, and  a  very  happy  one,  though  intended  per- 
haps to  be  not  quite  fo  great  an  one.  The  fetch- 
ing a  future  Queen  from  the  continent,  which  good 
Englifhmen  may  wifh  perhaps  might  for  this  time 
not  be  from  Germany,  would  be  a  continental  con- 
nection. If  therefore  the  terms  of  this  queftion  are 
underftood  in  their  utmoft  latitude,  it  cannot  have 
been  agitated  fince  the  act  of  fcttlement.  But  whe- 
ther the  queftion  was  determined  then,  or  has  been 
more  happily  fettled  now,  we  fhall  gain  very  little 
knowledge  by  the  decifion  :  for  becaufe  it  is  allow- 
ed, that  there  may  pofllbly  be  a  cafe,  wherein  Bri- 
tain's having  a  continental  connection  may  not  be 
wrong,  it  will  by  no  means  follow,  that  every  con- 
tinental  connection  which  it  fhall  enter  into,  mult 
therefore  be  right :  elfe  we  muft  read  our  logic  back- 
wards, and  fay,  Omr.e  minus  includit  mo.jus.  In  or- 
der to  fpeak  definitively,  therefore,  and  bring  the 
queftion  to  an  iffue,  we  muft  fairly  fay  what  is  the 
particular  continental  connection  which  we  intend. 

A  continental  connection,  then,  in  the  next  place, 
may  mean  a  connection  with  the  whole  continent, 
or  with  a  part  of  it.  A  connection  with  the  whole 
cannot  be  the  fenfe  meant,  becaufe  the  whole  con- 
tinent of  Europe  never  was  connected  againft  any 
other  part  of  the  world  \  at  leaft  fince  the  wars  for 
the  Holy  Land.  Or  if  it  were,  Britain's  being  in 
amity  with,  or  equally  well  affected  towards  every 

nation 
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nation  in  Europe,  though  a  very  good  moral  virtue, 
which  I  could  heartily  wifh  we  had  a  great  deal 
more  of,  yet  politically  expreffes  nothing  :  becaufe 
fuch  an  equal  connection  with  all  the  nations  of  Eu~ 
rope  is,  as  to  all  the  operating  effects  of  it  in  war 
and  peace,  the  very  fame  thing  as  the  having  no 
connection  with  any  of  them.  Befide  that  the  fub- 
ject  under  confideration  was  war,  which  in  the  very 
idea  of  it,  excludes  that  of  a  general  amity. 

Britain's  continental  connections  therefore,  muft 
be  with  a  part  of  Europe  ;  and  if  fo,  they  muft  ei- 
ther be  with  a  greater  part  of  it,  or  a  fmall  part  of 
it.     If  our  connections  are  to  be  with  the  greater 
part  of  the  continent,  then  in  order  to  make  the  pro- 
pofition  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe,  the  reader 
will  find   himfelf  under  a  necefilty  of  fubjoining  a 
farther  queflion  ;  Whether  Britain's  continental  con- 
nections are  to  be  connections  of  friendfhip,  or  con- 
nections of  enmity  ?  for  of  the  feveral  great  powers 
of  Europe,  which  ufed  to  be  our  allies,  we  have  no 
connections  of  friendfhip  with  any  one  of  them. 
Neither  Holland  nor  Denmark  will  have  any  con- 
nection with  us;  and  the  Emprefs  and  Empire  of 
Germany,  and  Ruffia,  and  Sweden,  are  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  French  our  enemies.     If  therefore  con- 
tinental connections  mean  connections  with  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  they  muft  mean  connections  of 
enmity  :  for  of  friendfhip  with  us  they  have  none. 
All  the  connections  therefore  which  we  can  have 
at  prefent  with  thefe,  muft,  I  fear,  be  at  the  muz- 
zles of  our  mufquets, 

Where 


[     104     ] 

Where   then   are   our    continental  connections  ? 

Aa    Elector   of  B gh,    in  confideration   of 

the  yearly  iiim  of  fix  hundred  and  feventy  thou- 
fand  pounds,  is  content  not  to  hurt  another  E- 
lectorate  ;  and  Britain,  for  the  defence  of  it, 
has  an  alliance  with  the  continent  of  Hefie.  It 
could  get  no  other  connection  •,  it  muft  have  fome 
connection  •,  and  therefore  took  up  with  that :  which 
is  the  laft  and  only  fenfe,  which  the  proportion,  that 
Britain  muft  have  its  continental  connections,  can 
be  underftood  in,  to  be  a  juftification  of  the  prefent 
German  war. 

Does  then  the  proportion  mean,  that  Britain  ought 
always   to   have  fome  continental    connections   or 
other  ;  and  that  therefore,  if  one  part  of  the  conti- 
nent refufe  to  accept  of  any  connections  with  it,  ftill 
it  muft  have  them,  and  muft  therefore  feek  them  in 
another  ?     For  a  moment  let  us  lament  the  fate  of 
our  ifland,  that  having  fo.  long  remained  above  wa- 
ter, it  muft  now  fink,  unlefs  chained  and  moored 
by  fome  connection  to  the  continent :  and  then  afk 
whether  the  propofition  in  this  fenfe  does  not  prove 
rather  too  much.     For  if  we  adopt  this  new  doc- 
trine, that  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  Britain  to 
have  fome  continental  connection,  it  will  thence  fol- 
low, that  if  the  part  of  Europe,  which  has  the  right 
on  its  fide,  will  not  accept  of  our  connections,  we 
muft  then  make   them  with  thofe  that  are  in  the 
wrong :  if  the  party,  which  is  the  ftrongeft,  will  not 
be  connected  with  us,  we  muft  then  connect  our- 

i  felves 
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Felves  with  the  weakeft.  I  will  not  prefume  to  ar- 
raign the  juflice  of  my  country,  fo  far  as  to  fuppoie 
that  the  former  has  been  our  cafe  :  indeed  it  cannot 
always  have  been  fo,  becaufe  Britain  has  actually 
been  in  this  war  connected  on  botljL/ides  :  but  a 
debt  of  fix  and  twenty  millions,  contracted  fince  thefe 
laft  continental  connections,  will  long  remain  a  very 
feeling  conviction  of  our  having  taken  the  weaker 
fide  againft  the  ftrongcr. 

But  not  to  lofe  fight  of  our  fubject  in  this 
fmoke-ball  of  a  pompous  phrafe  :  the  great 
queftion,  which  .  has  really  been  agitated  from 
the  revolution  to  this  day ;  and  the  only  one,  in 
which  England  is  concerned,  is,  How  far  it  ought 
to  unite  itfelf  in  alliances  of  war  upon  the  conti- 
nent ?  And  the  reader  mult  have  obferved,  that  the 
whole  tendency  of  thefe  Confiderations  has  been  tg 
eftablifh,  and  bring  us  back  to  the  true  revolution 
fyftem  :  that  the  only  enemy  upon  the  continent, 
which  Britain  can  be  indangered  by,  is  France; 
that  whenever  the  other  nations  of  Europe  will  unite 
in  an  effectual  alliance  of  war  againft  France,  it  will 
then  be  the  intereft  of  England  to  join  in  that  alli- 
ance :  but  that  in  every  divided  Mate  of  Europe, 
and  much  more  in  every  divided  ft  ate  of  the  Ger- 
man Princes  with  each  other,  it  muft,  if  the  fore- 
going principles  are  true,  invariably  be  the  intereft 
of  Britain  never  to  concern  itfelf  with  them  ;  atleaft 
farther  than  by  offering  its  mediation  to  compcfe 
F  them  : 
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them  :  that  the  French  nation's  having  taken  on? 
lide  of  a  German  conteft,  is  To  far  from  being  a  juft 
motive  for  England's  taking  the  other,  that  for 
that  very  realbn  we  ought  fo  much  the  more  to 
keep  out  of  itj 

This  is  the  principle,  which  actuated  our  greater! 
ftatefmen,  for  the  firft  twenty  years  after  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  this  was  the  fole  principle,  by  which 
one   of  the  beft  politicians,  that  ever  fat  on  the 
Englifh  throne,  governed  himfelf  through  his  whole 
reign.      'Twas  the   forming   that   grand   alliance, 
which,  after  having  firft  been  the  faviour  of  his 
own  country,  and  then  of  Britain,  completed  his 
character,   and  made  him  the  deliverer  of  Europe. 
And  nothing  but  that  alliance  could  have  broke  the 
chains,  which  France  was  then   preparing  for  it. 
Had  King  William,  when  he   came  to  the  crown 
of  England,  inftead  of  fetting  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  Europe,  and  uniting  the  feveral  princes  of  it  in 
arms  again  ft  France,  been  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  make 
himfelf  the  head  of  a  German  party,   and  form 
only  petty  German  connections,  and  brought  the 
Britifh  force  into  the  internal  broils  of  the  empire  : 
the  French  Monarch  might  have  inwardly  thanked 
him,  but  not  a  power  in  Europe  would  have  joined 
him.     And  had  the  nation  been  then  difpofed  to 
raife  treble  the  fums,  which  his  wars  really  coft,  all 
our  treafures  had  been  fpent  in  vain,  and  Europe 
had  been  enflaved. 


But 
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But  his  great  mind  too  well  knew  the  Britifli 
intereft  to  be  milled  by  fuch  councils.  Inftead  of 
chufing  to  be  the  head  of  a  German  faction,  we  fee 
him  actuating  thejoint  councils  of  Europe,  with  all 
the  Princes  of  it  attending  him  to  confult  for  the  ge- 
neral good,  againft  the  common  enemy.  There  was,  I 
have  heard,  at  the  time,  a  picture  made  of  that  great 
congrefs  •,  but  the  reader's  own  imagination  will 
eafily  form  one  for  himfelf,  by  perufing  the  lift  in 
the  margin  of  thofe  great  perfonages,  which  aflifted 
in  it,  with  the  number  of  troops  they  reflectively 
agreed  to  raife,  for  the  purpofes  of  this  alliance  *. 

Such 


*  Thefe  all  aflifted  at  the  Congrefs. 


The  Elector  of  Brandenburg 
Elector  of  Bavaria 
Duke  of  Lunenburg 
DukeofZell 
Duke  of  Wolfenbuttel 
Landgrave  of  Llefie  Caflel 
Prince  Chriftian  Louis  of  Bran- 
denburg 
Prince  Waldeck 
Prince  of  Naflau 
Stadtholder  of  Friefland 
Prince  of  Naflau  Saarbrug 
Governor  of  Bois  le  Due 
Prince  of  Naflau  Dillemburg 
Prince  of  Naflau  Idltein 
Duke   Adminiftrator  of   Wir- 

temberg 
Two  Princes  of  Anfpach 
Landgrave  of  Hefle  D'  Arm- 
ftadt 


The  Prince  his  brother 
Duke  of  Saxe  Eyfenach 
Prince  Philip  Palatine 
Duke  of  Zulfback 
Prince   of  Wirtemberg  New- 

ftadt 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg 
The  Prince  his  brother 
Duke  of  Courland 
Prince  Ferdinand  his  brother 
Prince  of  Anhak  Zeerborit 
Landgrave  of  Homburg 
Three  Princes  of  Holiten-Beck 
Duke  of  Holllein 
Prince  of  Commerci 
Prince  Palatine  of  Birkenfelt 
Count  of  Horn 
Count  of  Erback 
Count  Tirimont 
Count  de  Brouay 
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Count 
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Such  was  the  auguft  aiTembly  which  attended 
him  at  the  Hague.  But  couid  we  now  raife  him 
up,  to  take  a  view  of  the  (late  of  parties  in  Europe, 

how 


Count  de  Grjal 

The  Rhinegrave 

L'ount  d'Arco 

His  Brother 

Count  dc  Rivera 

Marquis  of  Cafhlemonlayo 

Count  de  Sanfia 

Marquis  of  Caltanago,  governor 

Count  de  Lippc 

of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands 

Count  d'Efpenfe 

General  Chauvert 

Count  de  fugger 

General  d'  Elwicht 

Count  de  Denhof 

General  Barfus 

Count  de  Carelfon 

General  d'Autel 

Baron  of  Pallant 

General  Palfi,  Sec. 

Baron  of  Spaein 

The  ambaiTadoiS  and  foreign  minifters  prefent  were, 


From  the  Emperor, 
Count  de  Winditfgratz   and 

Berka 
Chevalier  de  Campecht 

from  the  king  of  Spain, 
Don  Emanuel  de  Colonna 

From  the  king  of  Denmark, 
Count  of  Rebcnklam 
M.  Centhe 

From  the  king  of  Sweden, 
Count  of  Oxenitern 

From  the  king  of  Poland, 
M.  Moreau 

From  the  elector  of  Bavaria, 
Baron  of  Broomgarden 
M.  Prielmeyere 
From  the  elector  of  Branden- 

burgh, 
M.  Vandieft 
JU.  Smettau 


From  the  elector  of  Saxony, 
M.  Haxhaufem 

From  the  elector  of  Treves, 
Baron  de  Leyon 
M .  Champagne 

From  the  elector  of  Mentz, 
hi.  Talberg 
M.  Meyers 

From  the  elector  of  Cologne, 
General  and  Baron  Berufaw 
M.  Soelmaker 

From  the  elector  Palatine, 
M.  Hertermans 

From  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
Count  de  Pielat 
Prefident  de  la  Tour 

From  the  duke  of  Zell, 
M.  Zieger 

From  the  bifhop  of  Muniter, 
M.  de  Nort 


From 
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how  would  our  great  Deliverer  grieve  to  fee  the  ge- 
nerous labours  of  his  life  counteracted  and  de- 
feated !  to  fee  Britifh  councils  and  Britifh  treafures 
employ'd  in  fomenting  quarrels  among  the  princes 


From  the  landgrave  of  HefTe         From  the  duke  of  Hanover, 

Caffel,  M.  Kleklc 

Baron  Gortz  From  the  duke  of  Holftein 

M.  Reppelaar  Gottorp, 

From  the  duke  of  Wolfem-       M.  Tourken 

buttle,  From  the  prince  of  Liege, 

Baron  Crofek  Counfellor  Mean 

Of  king  William's  own  fubjeits  who  attended  him  to  this 
folemnity,  were  the 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Bifhop  of  London 

Duke  of  Ormond  Lord  Dramlendrits 

Earl  of  Devonshire  Lord  Durfley 

Earl  of  Dorfet  Earl  of  Portland 

Earl  of  Eflex  Earl  of  Monmouth 

Earl  of  Nottingham  Duke  of  Schomberg 

Earl  of  Scarborough  His  brother  count  Meinhard, 

Earl  of  Selkirk  &c.  * 

The  quotas  agreed  on  were  as  follow ; 

The  Emperor           —  20,000 

K.  of  Spain  in  Flanders             ■ ■  —  2o,cco 

States  General                    -  —  35,000 

D.  of  Savoy,  and  troops  of  Milan  —  20,000 

E.  of  Bavaria                 ■                    —  18,000 

E.  of  Saxony                      «■« —  1 2,000 

Landgrave  of  HeiTe                 —  8,000 

Circles  of  Suabia  and  Franconia             »  —  10,000 

D.  of  Wirtemberg             ■  ■-•         —  6,000 

E.  of  Brandenburgh                   ■  —  20,000 
Prince  of  Liege             -                       —  —  6, coo 

Biihop  of  Munfter  —  7,000 

E.  Palatine            ■  —  4,000 

Prince  of  Lunenburg  —  i6,oco 


Rapin,  vol,  III.  fol.  16-, 


Of 
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of  the  empire,  whom  it  was  his  great  care  to  re- 
concile to  each  other,  and  unite  in  the  common 

caufe  !  to  fee  B n,  inftead  of  taking  the  lead 

in  any  grand  alliance,  humbly  feconding  the  ambi- 
tion of  an  E r  of  B gh,  and  offering  up 

(what  he  might  think)  an  annual  tribute,  to  prevent 

his  deftroying  any  more  than  one  protectant  E te  ! 

And  how  would  the  mighty  ftatefman's  ghoft  ftalk 
indignant  by  the  man,  who,  when  we  were  funk  fo 
low  in  our  alliances  as  a  little  fubfidy  treaty  with  a 
landgrave  of  HefTe,  and  a  fingle  elector,  mould 
think  to  ra'fe  them  only  in  found  ;  and  attempt  to 
confound  a  diminutive,  defenfive,  ruinous,  and 
impracticable  meafure  with  that  grand  alliance,  in 
which  he  had  fought  at  the  head  of  Europe,  by  the 
help  of  a  pompous  equivocal  phrafe  of  continental 
connections ! 

I  know  that  it  has  been  faid,  that  England  paid 
all  in  thefe  alliances  of  king  William  ;  and  it  was 
flattering  the  nation's  vanity,  to  fuppofe  that  no 
country  had  any  money  in  it  but  England.  The 
Dutch,  however,  paid  their  third  part  of  the  fub- 
fidies  in  both  thefe  alliances,  and  brought  three 
fifths  of  the  troops  :  but  whatever  we  paid,  the 
object  was  great,  and  worthy  of  a  true  patriot  and 
friend  to  Europe.  But  what  was  it  that  we  did 
pay  ?  The  whole  fum  granted  that  year,  1691, 
for  the  land  fervice,  was  2,380,698!.  This  was 
to   maintain  the  troops  in  England  and   Ireland, 

and 
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and  fix  thoufand  Danes,  hired  for  tie  recovery  of 
that  ifland,  and  for  our  part  of  the  grand  alliance. 
The  effective  pay  of  thefe  land  forces,  being  69,636" 
men,   amounted  to  1,880,698  1.  and  the  remaining 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  as  appears  by  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  preceding  and  following  years,  were 
for  the  train,  general  officers,  levy  money,  tranf- 
ports,   fubfidies,  hofpitals  in  Flanders,  and  contin- 
gencies.    The  appropriating  particular  fums  to  eacli 
particular  fervice,  had  not  then  been  brought  into  ufe-, 
but  in  the  diftribution  of  this  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  among  the  feveral  fer vices  here  enumerated, 
what   proportion   of  it   can  be    allotted  for   fub- 
fidies ?     Some  of  thefe  articles  in  the  prefent  war 
would    fingly    eat    up    fuch   a    fum.      But    fup- 
pofe   the   moderation  of  thofe  times   to  have  left 
one  hundred  thoufand  pound  for  fubfidies  :  this  was 
all  that  could  be  paid  among  the  German  princes, 
who    maintained  four   armies   of  forty    and    fifty 
thoufand  men  each  upon  the  frontiers  of  France  : 
and   this   was  in  thofe  days    reprefented    by  kino- 
William's  enemies,  and  by  men  of  the  like  princi- 
ples before  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  as  a  ruinous  land 
war  :  that  is,  we  paid  our  money  to  German  princes 
by  thoufands,  to  put  all  the  empire  in  arms  againft 
France,  and  that  was  a  ruinous  war.     We  now  fend 
it  to  Germany  by    millions,  without   any  real  al- 
lies •,  nay,  a  great  part  of  it  to  be  employed  in  en- 
abling thofe,  who  fhould  be  our  allies,  to  cut  each 
others  throats  \  and   it  is   right,  for  this  only   rea- 
fon,  that   Britain    mud   have  its  continental  con- 
nections. 

I  do 


[     112      ] 

I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  thefe  fubfidies  did  not 
afterwards  grow  larger.  The  reader  may  fee  the 
gradual  increafe  of  them  in  the  hiftory  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  with  every  thing  elfe  which  can  be 
known  on  this  fubject.  I  have  extracted  the  Ger- 
man fubfidies,  which  we  paid  in  the  year  1704,  when 
the  Britifh  and  Dutch  forces  marched  into  Ger- 
many, and  in  conjunction  with  part  of  the  Impe- 
rial army,  beat  the  French,  with  the  ruin  of  forty 
thoufand  of  their  bed  troops  *. 

In  the  year  1706  -f,  the  fubfidies  to  our  allies 
were  increafed  •,  but  the  whole  expence  for  the  land 

*  For  payment  of  her  majefty's  proportion  of  ">       I.         s.  d. 

the  fubfidies  to  be  paid  to  her  allies  for  part  >  55,272  00  o 
of  her  quota  of  40,000 1.          —           —    3 

To  the  king  of  Denmark,                                         37,50000  <S 

To  the  landgrave  of  Hefie  Cafie!,                           11,848  00  o 

To  the  elector  of  Treves,             •                              5,92400  o 

To  the  dates  of  Suabia,                                           31*642  00  o 

To  the  elector  Palatine,                                                  7 1 2  00  o 

ToMonf.  Moncado,  for  lofb  of  waggons  and  horfes,  8,000  00  o 

To  the  marquis  Miremont,                                           400  00  0 


151,298 

00 

0 

f  To  the  king  of  Denmaik, 

37»500 

CO 

0 

To  the  king  of  Portugal, 

150,000 

00 

0 

To  the  duke  of  Savoy, 

160,000 

00 

0 

To  the  landgrave  of  Keffe  CalTel, 

5,952 

7 

6 

To  the  eleclor  of  Treves, 

5,852 

7 

6 

To  the  elector  Palatine, 

4,761 

18 

6 

To  the  king  of  Pruflia, 

50,000 

00 

0 

414,056  13    6 
army, 
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army,  including  all  our  fubfidies,  and  the  pay  of 
our  own  quota,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
2,814,5831.  15  s.  gd.  For  this  our  enemies  were 
obliged  to  maintain  an  army  in  Portugal,  Spain, 
Italy,  Savoy,  Germany,  and  Flanders  ;  and  were 
oppoied  by  equal  ones  of  our  allies,  in  all  thofe  fe- 
veral  parts  of  Europe,  with  the  deftruction  of  twenty 
thoufand  French  at  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  and  the 
lofs  of  a  whole  army,  and  half  a  million  of  trea- 
fure,  at  the  fiege  and  battle  of  Turin. 
■ 
I  know  it  has  been  faid,  that  our  allies  did  not 
fupply  their  feveral  quotas  •,  but  the  Dutch  proved, 
that  theirs  was  kept  complete ;  the  reft  might  be 
deficient :  that  is  to  fay,  inftead  of  two  hundred 
thoufand  men,  our  allies  fupplied  only  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  ;  all  of  which,  with  our  own  quota 
of  fifty  thoufand  men,  were  brought  to  fight  again  ft 
France,  for  an  expence  to  England  of  2,815,000). 
We  have  this  year  fpent  the  double  of  that  fum  in 
Germany  alone,  and  have  never  had  ninety  thou- 
fand men  for  it.  Is  not  the  addition  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  men  a  better  thing  than  the 
having  none  ?  If  our  magnanimous  ally,  to  whom 
we  pay  a  greater  fubfidy  than,  in  the  year  1706,  we 
paid  to  all  our  allies  put.  together,  would  now  fend 
us  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men  to  help  us 
againft  the  French,  mould  we  quarrel  with  him,  and 
fay  he  did  nothing,  for  want  of  the  other  fifty  ? 

Q^  Britain 
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Britain  cannot  indeed  now  complain  to  its  allies, 
for  any  failure  in  their  feveral  contingencies  •,  for  our 
magnanimous  ally  will  tell  us,  that  he  is  bound  to 
none.  Inftead  of  forming  alliances  againft  France 
with  the  great  powers  of  the  continent,  it  forms 
continental  connections  :  that  is,  it  contentedly  la- 
vishes away  its  treafures  for  a  fomething,  which  it 
can  draw  no  troops  from,  called  by  a  fine  name, 
which  it  can  put  no  meaning  to. 

Till  fuch  great  occafions  fliall  return  again  for 
Britain  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Holland,  and 
Germany,  and  the  other  parts  of  Europe,  united  in 
a  real  alliance  againft  France ;  the  true  intereft  of 
Britain,  or  of  any  part  of  Germany,  can  never  call 
for  our  troops  upon  the  continent.  We  have  indeed 
too  long  been  making  ourfelves  parties  in  the  inter- 
nal quarrels  of  the  Empire,  to  hope  foon  to  fee  that 
and  the  other  ftates  of  the  continent  united  in  fuch 
an  alliance  :  but  till  then  we  can  have  no  connection 
with  it.  Previous  to  Britain's  having  any  continen- 
tal connection,  that  continent  muft  be  connected  in 
itfelf.  To  talk  of  forming  a  connection  with  that, 
which  is  itfelf  unconnected,  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms.  'Tis  advifing  us  to  catch  hold  of  a  loofe 
heap  of  duft,  which  far  from  yielding  any  flay  to 
us,  can  ferve  only  to  raife  a  cloud  to  blind  our  eyes 
with.  But  when  all  that  continent  is  connected 
with  France  in  an  alliance  againft  us,  and  the  caufe 
we  would  efpoufe ;  the  fending  our  troops  thither 
in  fuch  a  cafe,  upon  fuch  a  pretence,  is  little  better 

than 
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than  the  running  our  head  againft  a  wall,  and  fay- 
ing we  muft  have  a  conne&ion  with  it. 

The  principles  already  laid  down  contain,  I  think, 
a  full  anfwer  to  a  plea,  which  has  been  often  urged 
for  the  German  war,  that  it  is  a  diveriion.  How- 
ever, as  it  has  been  ufed  by  great  authority,  fome 
of  my  readers  may  think  it  requires  a  particular  an- 
fwer. If  others  do  not,  they  may  pafs  over  what 
follows :  or  at  leaft  they  will  excufe  the  writer,  if 
in  the  courfe  of  this  anfwer,  they  mould  meet  with 
fome  things,  which  they  may  think  too  nearly  bor- 
der on  what  has  been  faid  before.  All  truths  are 
and  muft  be  confiftent  with  each  other.  'Tis  the 
property  of  error  only  to  fly  out  into  endlefs  lengths, 
without  refpecling  any  common  point  or  centre  : 
But  every  juft  argument  muft  have  the  feveral  parts 
of  it,  like  the  angles  in  true  meafuring,  all  coincide 
and  clofe  in  with  each  other. 

The  German  war  then,  it  is  alleged,  has  been  a 
diverfion  to  the  French  from  their  naval  ;  and  pre- 
vented their  carrying  their  operations  at  fea,  fo  far 
as  they  might  otherwife  have  done,  if  that  had  not 
engaged  their  attention. 

If  the  war  in  Germany  be  confidered  as  a  war 
of  diverfion,  I  would  then  premife,  that  the  very 
idea  of  a  war  of  diverfion,  fuppofes  that  Britain  makes 
it  a  war  of  choice,  and  is  not  brought  thither  by 
neceffity ;  and  if  fo,  I  have  already  obferved,  that 

Q^2  it 


C     "6     ] 

it  is  the  duty  of  every  wife  (late,  in  making 
choice  of  the  province,  which  it  mall  fend  its  troops 
to  act  in,  to  confider  where  it  can  make  war  to 
greateft  advantage  ;  where  it  is  itielf  ftrongeft,  and 
its  enemy  weakeft ;  where  it  has  itfelf  leaft  to  lofe,  and 
its  enemy  moft  •,  and  where  its  victories  are  like  to 
have  the  beft  effect,  and  fooneft  bring  its  enemy  to 
peace. 

The  prefent  war  with  France  began  with  a  eonteft 
about  the  foreign  fettlements,  and  colonies  of  the 
two  nations.     A  matter,  in  which  the  parliament 
declared  that  the  immediate  and  enential  interefts  of 
thefe  kingdoms  are  concerned.     Why  then   mould 
we  defire  to  divert  any  of  the  courfe  of  it  into  a 
land  war  in  Germany  ?  It  could  not  be,  btcaufe  we 
found  ourfelves  the  moft  prefled,  and  in  danger  of 
lofi.ig  moft  at  Tea  j  for  England  is  on  that  element 
fuperior  to   France,  and   has  been   in  a  continual 
courfe  of  victory.     It  could  not  be  becaufe  our  vic- 
.  tories  were  fruitlefs;  becaufe  we  are  gaining  thofe 
very  points  which  we  fought  for  •,  and  making  the 
moft  valuable  acquifitions,  which  we  could   wifh 
for.     The  only  acquifitions,  which,  when  we  have 
taken  the  French  iflands,  it  could  be  of  any  advan- 
tage to  us  to  gain,  and  the  only  ones,  which  it  is 
practicable  for  us  to  keep.     Is  it  then  to  increafe  the 
enemy's  expence  ?  A  ftate  may  fometimes  think  fit 
to  change  the  fcene  of  a  war,  becaufe,  by  carrying 
it  on  in  one  particular  manner,  they  have  it  in  their 
power,  with  a  few  troops,  to  employ  a  much  greater 

number 
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number  of  their  adverfaries.  I  hus  Britain,  by  put- 
ting; 10,000  men  on  board  its  fleet,  mi^ht  oblige 
the  French  to  keep  a  much  greater  number  on  its 
coafts.  If  the  length  ot  the  north  and  weft  coaft 
of  France  from  Dunkirk  to  Bayonne  be  8co  miles, 
then  ten  thoufand  men  on  board  our  fleet,  require 
80,000  men  on  the  French  coaft,  for  the  French 
to  find  an  equal  match  within  an  hundred  mrWs  to 
oppofe  to  them  *.  But  this  cannot  be  the  fort  of 
diverfion  intended  by  the  German  war. 

If  we  would  make  a  diverfion  in  Germany,  it 
muft  be  by  fending  thither  more  troops  than  France 
can,  or  an  equal  number,  or  an  inferior  number.  As 
to  the  firft  cafe  \  if  the  land  force  of  Fiance  be  greater 
than  that  of  Britain,  then,  in  the  firft  place,  Eng- 
land cannot  fend  a  greater  force  to  Germany,  than 
France  can.  In  the  next  place,  if  it  could  fend  a 
greater  force  thither,  it  muft  then  put  itfelf  to  in- 
finitely greater  expence  than  France  ;  and  therefore 
muft  create  thereby  a  greater  diverfion  of  its  own 
revenues,  than  of  its  enemies.  And,  in  the  laft 
place,  if  England  could  fend  to  Germany  a  greater 
force  than  France,  the  French  court,  knowing  that 
our  army  would  be  fuperior,  would  order  their  own 
to  ftay  at  home  that  fummer :  and  in  that  cafe  the 
diverfion  made  would  be  only  of  Englifh  treafures, 
in  an  armament  beyond  our  natural  ftrength,  with- 

*  This  is  what  Sir  William  Monfon  fays  in  one  of  his  an- 
fwers  to  Lord  Eflex's  Queries,  Armies  at  land  cannot  fly,  but 
armies  at  fea  have  wings. 

out 
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out  a  poflibility  of  doing  our  enemy  any  hurt ; 
while  the  French  money  and  troops  having  been 
kept  at  home,  would  be  the  more  ready  to  attack 
us  in  Germany  the  next  year.  And  we  have  already 
feen  the  folly  of  invading  France  in  that  cafe  ;  or 
of  marching  into  Eaft  Germany. 

Let  us  next  fuppofe  that  England  fhould  fend 
an  equal  force  to  France.  Where  is  the  advantage  in 
fuch  a  diverfion  ?  England  puts  itfclf  to  at  leaft  as 
great  expence  to  raife  and  hire  frefh  troops,  as 
France  is  at  in  employing  its  own  {landing  army  to 
repel  1  it :  and  if  the  fources  for  a  land  force  are 
greater  in  France  than  in  Engb.nd,  then  if  from 
two  unequal  powers  you  take  what  equal  parts  you 
will,  the  fuperior  will  remain  fuperior,  as  much  as 
before.  But  do  we  really  tranfport  troops  into  Ger- 
many upon  as  cheap  terms  as  France  can  march  men 
over  the  Rhine  or  Maefe,  making  the  country  main- 
tain them  in  their  paffage  ?  Are  Englifh  regiments 
raifed  or  fupported  as  eafily  as  French  ?  Still  there- 
fore the  diverfion  will  be  againft  us. 

But  the  truth  is,  all  the  diverfion,  vhich  Britain 
can  make  to  France  in  Germany,  is  by  fending  fewer 
troops  at  double  the  expence,  to  act  againft  a  great- 
er number  of  French.  Thus  it  has  been  every  year 
of  the  war  hitherto,  and  thus  it  will  continue.  I 
admit  that  we  have  happened  to  have  a  fuperior  Ge- 
neral •,  but  how  cruel  a  hazard  is  this  expofing  our 
troops  to  ?    The  fuperiority  of  Britifh  valour  is  a 

4  very 
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very  popular  topic,  and  we  are  readily  difpofed  to 
admit  the  force  of  every  argument  to  prove  that 
twenty  thoufand  Englifhmen  can  beat  thirty  thou- 
fand  French  :  but  a  llatefman,  who  mail  act  upon 
this  principle,  will  be  thought  a  very  fhallow  poli- 
tician :  and  if  Englifh  foldiers  are  fo  much  more  va- 
luable than  French,  he  mud  have  too  little  a  regard 
for  the  lives  of  his  countrymen,  who  will  rifk  them 
upon  terms  Co  very  unequal. 

Where  fome  great  and  important  intereft  is 
at  flake,  I  hope  no  ten  thoufand  Englifhmen  will 
refufe  to  fight  with  double  the  number  of  French : 
and  much  more  when  thirteen  Englifh  mips  were 
fent  with  troops  to  relieve  Minorca,  I  am  fure  that 
no  Englifh  commander  would  refufe,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
like  Mr.  Bmg,  to  fight  with  twelve  French  mips ; 
where  fo  great  an  object  is  at  flake.  But  in  Germany, 
where  no  Englifh  intereft  can  be  concerned,  and  no 
German  intereft,  if  rightly  underftood,  the  matching 
twenty- five  thoufand  Englifhmen  ag3inft  thirty  thou- 
fand French,  merely  on  the  confidence  of  our  greater 
valour,  and  ftili  worfe  the  expofing  them  againft  forty 
thoufand,  is  by  much  too  expenfive  an  affair  to  be 
chofen  upon  any  account  as  a  French  diverfion  ; 
and  by  much  too  ferious  an  affair  to  be  confidered 
in  any  fenfe  as  an  Englifh  one. 

The  German  war  therefore,  allowing  it  to  be  a 
diverfion,  is  not  an  eligible  diverfion  ;  becaufe  Bri- 
tain muft  put  itfelf  in  a  greater  expence  to  make  it, 

than 
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thin  it  can  its  enemy  to  repel  it.  I  now  add,  that 
the  German  war  is  no  diverfion  at  all.  By  a  diver- 
Jion  every  one  knows  is  meant,  the  turning  of  a  war 
from  one  part,  where  we  would  not  have  it  go, 
to  another  part,  where  we  have  lefs  to  fear  from 
it.  But  the  bringing  the  war  into  Germany  is  no 
diverfion  at  all  It  is  not  a  diverfion  of  the  Forces 
of  France  :  It  is  not  a  diverfion  of  the  Treafures  of 
France. 

As  to  the  former,  it  may  be  an  employment  for 
the  French  forces,  but  is  not  a  diverfion  of  them. 
For  what  one  fervice  has  the  French  court  to  em- 
ploy their  troops  in,  but  in  Germany  ?  They  may, 
if  they  pleafe,  march  them  down  to  their  coaft,  and 
there  they  muft  remain.  Have  they  mips  to  tranf- 
port  them,  or  a  fleet  to  protect  them  in  their  paf- 
fage  ?  Though  I  doubt  whether  the  French  troops 
would  fufTer  themfelves  to  be  imbark'd,  now  that 
they  have  feen  their  men  of  war  deftroyed,  and  the 
Britiih  fleet  continually  upon  their  coaft  ;  yet  where 
ib  important  a  concern  is  at  flake,  it  becomes  no 
man  to  fay,  that  an  invafion  is  impoflible ;  or  that 
the  French  may  not  at  feme  time  or  other,  by  fome 
very  fortunate  concurrence  of  circumftances,  be  able 
to  land  ten  thoufand  men  upon  our  coafts.  But 
then  this,  I  think,  we  may  fafcly  lay,  that  though 
for  once  they  might  happen  to  elude  the  vigilance 
of  our  fleet  •,  rnd  by  the  favour  of  winds,  and  tides, 
and  long  nights,  may  throw  over  ten  thoufand  men 
for  once  j  yet  there  will  be  the  chances  of  a  thou- 
fand 
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fend  to  orie  again  ft  the  fame  accidents  concurring  to 
enable  them  to  fend  over  ten  thoufand  more  in  due  time 
to  fupport  them.  Thirty  or  forty  thoufand  men  en- 
camped or  cantoned  upon  our  fouth  coaft,  make^  us 
therefore  abfolutely  fecure;  becaufe  the  firft  ten  thou- 
fand would  be  difpofed  of,  long  before  a  fecond  ten 
thoufand  could  arrive  to  fupport  them. 

As  this  reafoning  (eemS  juft  in  itfelf,  fo  we  have 
the  evidence  of  facts  to  confirm  it.     Why  is  it,  that 
the  French  troops   are  not  now  ftationed  upon  the 
coafts  oppofite  to  ours,  but  becaufe  both  nations  fee 
the  iropracticaWenefs  of  bringing  them  over  ?    The 
Britiih  councils  certainly  are  convinced  of  this;  elfe 
why   are  our   national  troops  fent  out  of  the  king- 
dom ?  and  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  the  French 
court  thinks  in  the  fame  manner,  elfe  what  is  it 
which  hinders  their  invading  us  ?  Is  it  the  want  of 
troops  ?  That  may  be  a  reafon,  why  we  mould  not 
invade  France  •,  but  it  cannot  be  a  reafon  why  a 
country,  which  has  always  two  or  three  hundred 
thoufand  men  in  its  pay,  mould  not  invade  us.     It 
is  not  therefore  the  want  of  troops,  but  of  the  means 
to  bring  them  over,  which  prevents  the  French  from 
invading  us.     Were  their  fleet  fuperior  to  ours,  we 
might  then  leave  Germany  as  naked  as  we  pleafcd, 
not  a  battalion  would   be  fent  thither.     All  would 
be  brought  down  upon  their  coaft,  and   a  hundred 
thoufand  of  them,  if  they  were  necefTary,  lent  over 
to  ours.     France  therefore  has  not  a  man  the  lefs 
upon  its  own  coaft  for  the  German  war.     It  does 
R  not 
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not-  fend  its  army  to  invade  the  German  dominions 
from  choice,  but  neceffity  ;  becaufe  they  cannot  get 
to  England,  and  have  no  other  ground  to  meet  us  on. 

If  this  be  not  a  diverfion  of  the  French  forces 
from  England,  neither  was  it  any  diverfion  of  them 
from  the  defence  of  their  colonies  and  iflands.  Thefe 
are  too  interesting  a  concern  to  the  French  trade  and 
revenue,  to  be  neglected  in  their  councils :  and 
therefore  we  have  always  found  the  French  court 
ready  enough  to  fupport  them,  as  long  as  the  leaft 
chance  remained  of  their  getting  their  forces  over 
thither.  The  number  of  tranfports,  with  troops 
and  ammunition  for  their  colonies,  which  we  took 
in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  fhew  this ;  and  the 
garrifons,  we  found  in  Cape  Breton  and  Quebec,  and 
the  long  refiftance  they  have  made  in  America, 
prove  that  they  were  well  fupported.  It  was  not 
therefore  the  want  of  troops,  or  their  unwillingnefs 
to  fend  them  ;  and  much  lefs  the  German  war,  when 
the  income  of  the  whole  Electorate  would  not  be 
worth  to  the  French  nation,  if  they  had  an  army 
there,  one  half  of  the  value  of  Martinico  ;  but 
their  utter  inability  to  convey  them,  while  their 
ports  were  blocked  up  by  the  Englifh  fleets ;  which 
prevented  their  fending  over  forces  every  where  fu- 
perior  to  ours. 

If  the  German  war  be  not  a  diverfion  of  the 
French  troops  from  any  other  fervice,  neither  is  it 
of  their  treafures.  What  the  quantity  of  thefe  really  is, 

8  may 
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may  not  be  eafy  to  determine  ;  our  enemies  certainly 
have  Tome  millions  to  fpare,  elfe  they  need  not  fpend 
them  in  Germany  j  which  is  not  their  way  into  Eng- 
land, nor  inftantly  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  though 
it  may  give  them  the  advantage  in  the  end.  But 
though  the  fources  of  their  revenue  were  the  double 
of  what  they  now  are,  yet  the  German  war  would 
be  a  diverfion  of  them  from  no  other  fervice,  which 
could  annoy  us  j  becaufe  they  have  no  other  to  em- 
ploy them  in  againft  us.  Thefe  treafures  of  France, 
whenever  Britain  fhall,  by  the  enormous  wade  of 
its  own,  be  reduced  to  a(k  a  peace,  will  foon  grow 
formidable.  Too  long  have  they  been  trembling 
for  their  Eaft  and  Weft- India  colonies,  as  well  as 
their  American  fettlements,  not  to  fee  the  abfolute 
neceffity  of  a  fleet  to  protect  them  :  and  their  firft 
care  after  a  peace,  if  we  leave  them  that  far  the  greateft 
nurfery  of  their  feamen,  their,  fugar  trade  intire, 
will,  doubtlefs,  be  to  attend  to  their  marine.  But 
while  the  war  continues,  it  is  impoffible  for  them 
to  employ  their  treafures  to  that  purpofe.  They 
might  poffibly  buy  fhips  of  Danes,  Swedes,  or  Ge- 
noefe  ;  but  to  what  avail  ?  When  that  could  only 
put  us  fo  much  the  more  upon  our  guard,  give  our 
fleet  an  opportunity  of  taking  one  half  of  them  in 
their  paffage  into  the  French  harbours,  and  oblige  the 
reft  to  lie  rotting  there  unmanned,  when  they  had  got 
in  ?  While  their  ports  are  all  blocked  up,  and  they 
cannot  fend  out  a  fingle  man  of  war,  but  by  ftealth, 
it  is  abfolutely  impracticable  for  them  to  raife  their 
navy  to  an  equality  with  ours.  Where  are  their 
R  2  failon 
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iailors  to  be  found  ?  They  can  only  be  made  by 
long  voyages  at  fea  •,  but  how  can  that  be  done, 
when  they  have  neither  men  cf  war  nor  merchant- 
men, which  can  venture  out  of  their  harbours  •,  and 
the  fugars  cf  their  own  iflands  are  brought  home  in 
neutral  (hips  ?  Will  they  then  attempt  to  form  them 
as  Duilius'did  his  rowers  at  land  ?  Our  Britifh  tars 
would  have  little  to  fear  from  fuch  land-made  fea- 
men.  In  fhort,  the  prefent  war  continuing,  and 
the  (late  of  parties  remaining  in  Euiope,  as  they 
now  are  ;  no  acceffion  of  treafure  could  make  Eng- 
land equal  to  France  at  land,  nor  France  equal  to 
England  at  fea. 

But  fay  others,  though  it  may  not  be  fo  now, 
yet  in  the  beginning  of  the  quarrel  the  German  war 
was  a  feafonable  diverfion  •,  if  our  enemies  had  not 
fpent  their  force  in  Germany,  they  might  then 
have  attended  to  their  marine  with  more  effect,  and 
that  might  have  made  them  formidable  to  us.  But 
the  Very  idea  of  our  choofing  the  German  war  as  a 
diverfion,  fuppofes  that  we  muft  have  been  there 
firft.  How  early  in  the  war  foever  therefore  the 
French  began  to  fpend  their  money  in  Germany, 
we  began  as  foon,  and  certainly  fpent  as  much  ;  and 
that  money  employed  on  our  marine,  would  have 
carried  it  to  as  much  greater  a  heighth,  as  the  French 
pavy  could  have  been  improved  by  the  favings  of 
theirs  :  and  if  our  navy  was  at  firft  fuperior  to  theirs, 
then,  if  to  unequals  you  add  equals,  the  fuperio- 
rity  would  ftiil  be  ours.     But  in  fact,  in  the  begin- 
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fling  of  the  quarrel,  the  French  court  did  attend 
wholly  to  their  marine,  and  had  no  German  war  at 
all.  In  the  firft  year  of  the  war  therefore,  when 
only  fuch  a  diverfion  could  have  been  of  any  fervice 
to  us,  we  had  it  not ;  and  by  the  next  year,  when 
their  failors  were  fhut  up  in  our  prifons,  and  their 
mips  in  their  own  ports  ;  when  Toulon,  Breft, 
Rochforr,  Louifburg,  and  even  Cape  Francoife 
were  blocked  up  ;  when  their  fifhery  was  destroyed, 
their  Weft-India  navigation  at  an  end,  their  fugars 
brought  home  in  neutral  bottoms,  and  their  breed 
of  failors  therefore  totally  ceafed,  from  that  time  we 
did  not  want  it. 


If  from  reafoning  we  recur  to  facts,  and  recol- 
lect the  courfe  of  the  French  conduct  in  the  begin- 
ingof  the  war,  that  will  prove,  a  pofteriori*,  thejuft- 
nefs  of  our  reafoning  on  this  heed. 

The  only  profpect  which  the  French  had  of  in- 
vading us  with  fuccefs,  was,  by  furprifing  us  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  before  we  were  prepared 
for  them.  Then  the  nation  wasjuftly  alarmed  with 
the  danger  of  an  invafion,  and  owed  a  more  grate- 

*  The  nation's  fecond  orator  reafons  a  priori,  from  fqSi,  and 
bids  us  look  into  our  hiitory  for  arguments  a  priori  :  feeming 
to  have  confidered  his  own  arguments,  which  were  drawn  from 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  as  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  more 
a  priori,  than  any  from  queen  Ann's.  Eut  our  fafts  being  of  a 
much  later  date,  we  are  content  to  give  the  argument  drawn 
from  them,  the  more  humble  title  of  an  argument  a  pcftcriori. 

ful 
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ful  return,  than  it  paid  him,  to  the  noble  lord,  who 
equipped  and  mann'd  a  fleet  with  fo  incredible  a 
fpeed,  as>  prevented  the  enemy,  and  furprized  not 
only  all  other  nations,  but  even  ourfelves  :  and  at 
the  fame  time,  with  equal  forefight  and  fteadinefs, 
crippled  the  French  marine  in  the  very  beginning, 
and  prevented  their  manning  the  fleet  they  had  pre- 
pared at  Breft  and  Rochfort  to  invade  us,  by  feizing 
all  their  mips  in  their  return  to  Europe,  till  we  had 
cot  fifteen  thoufand  of  their  belt  feamen  in  our 
power.  That  was  the  French  feafon  for  invading 
us.  All  their  attempts  fince  have  been  the  effects 
of  defperation  rather  than  of  council.  But  during 
all  the  year  1756,  while  the  French  had  any  hope 
left  of  invading  us,  they  never  thought  of  entering 
Germany ;  and  fo  far  was  the  Electorate  from  be- 
ing in  any  danger  of  an  attack,  that  we  brought 
troops  from  thence  over  hither.  England  was  then 
too  great  an  object  in  the  French  councils,  for  them 
then  to  trifle  away  their  money  and  troops  in  Ger- 
many. But  the  next  year,  when  they  found  them- 
felves  totally  fallen  from  that  great  hope  of  ruining 
us  at  once,  then  they  took  the  after-game  of  try- 
ing to  do  it  more  gradually;  and  therefore  thought 
of  Germany  :  And  whatever  may  be  now  pretended 
of  our  having  cholen  the  German  war  as  a  diver- 
flon,  every  one  muft  remember,  that  the  army  of 
obfervation  was  an  army  of  defence  and  not  of  di- 
verfion.     Twas  the  child  of  our  fears,    and  our 

fond  concern  to  keep  the  French  out  of  the  E te, 

and  not  of  any  councils  of  diverfion  to  draw  them 

into 
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into  it.  Then  only  it  was  when  our  enemies  fou 
that  we  had  railed  a  fufficient  land  force  to  guard 
our  coaft  from  furprize,  and  to  repel  any  invafion, 
that  they  began  to  think  of  lending  troops  into  ( 
many  :  and  when  by  the  vigilance  of  our  fquadrons, 
at  the  mouths  of  their  harbours,  and  the  lols  of  fo 
many  of  their  tranfports  in  their  paffage  to  their  co- 
lonies, they  found  it  impracticable  to  go  any  where 
elfe  •,  then  it  was  that  they  pafied  the  Rhine,  Hill 
making  every  effort,  and  running  every  hazard,  to 
fuccour  their  colonies.  At  length  they  found  to 
their  coft  that  they  could  not  go  thither  -,  but  they 
knew  that  the  En^lim  forces  could,  and  that  thev 
could  not  refill  them  there  ;  that  was  the  part  where 
only  they  were  vulnerable  ;  their  bed  trading  in- 
tereft  lay  in  their  iflands,  which  were  now  naked 
and  expofed  ;  and  therefore  it  was  a  diverfion  of  the 
French  choofing,  and  not  of  the  Engliih,  to  draw 
the  Britifh  force  into  Germany,  where  they  knew 
themfclves  to  be  invulnerable,  and  were  always  fare 
to  be  iuperior  to  us. 

I  hope  I  have  in  no  part  of  the  foregoing  Pneets 
difcovered  any  want  of  humanity  for  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Electorate,  or  of  duty  to  our  common  fo- 
vereign.  I  would  always  eonfider  them  as  cur  fel- 
low fubjects,  and  our  fellow  proteftants ;  I  wifh 
that  Hanover  could  be  joined  to  this  ifland,  that 
we  might  eonfider  them  as  our  countrymen.  But  till 
then,  it  is  for  the  intereft  of  both,  that  they  keep 
the  diftance  which  nature  has  placed  them  at,  and 
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that  Britain  fhould  know  nothing  of  the  Electorate," 
but  as  a  part  of  the  empire,  if  that  and  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  mould  ever  unite  again  in  an  al- 
liance againft  France.     Till  then  for  England  fing- 
ly,  and  by  its  own  force  to  attempt  to  defend  it,  is 
taking  the  certain  way  to  bring  the  French  into  it, 
and  making  that  the  feat   of  war  in  every  future 
quarrel,     'lis  giving  up  all  the  advantages  of  our 
fituation,  and  joining  our  idand  on  to  the  continent., 
by  finding  for  our  enemy  a  field  to  beat  us  in.     It 
is  giving  up  all  the  benefit  of  our  naval  fuperiority* 
for  the  fake  of  a  diftant  land- war,  which  I  have 
now  I  think  ihewn  to  be  ruinous  and  impractica- 
ble.    It  is  carrying  it  on  in  a  country,  where  vic- 
tory itfelf  can  do  us  no  good,  and  where  a  defeat 
can  do  our  enemy  no  hurt.     Not  to   mention  that 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  fcems  to  be  exhaufting  our 
treafures  to  fupport  a  man,  who  never  can  have  it 
in  his  power,  and  who  is  yet  to  give  us  the  proofs 
of  his  having  ever  had  it  in  his  will  to  do  us  any 
fervice. 

Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  put  the  whole  ad- 
vantage of  the  war  into  our  hands  •,  and  I  fear  we 
are  giving  it  to  our  enemies.  We  have  it  in  our 
power  to  conquer  for  Hanover,  and  fecure  for  it 
fuch  an  indemnification,  as  fhall  effectually  deter 
the  French  from  ever  entering  it  again.  We  feem 
to  be  taking  the  courfe,  in  which  the  moft  we  can 
do,  is  to  be  ruined  for  it,  and  difabled  from  ever 
after  defending  it.     Let   any    difcerning   man  aik 

him- 
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himfelf,  what  one  thing  we  have  done  in  Germany 
this  year,  or  the  French  fuffered  there,  to  make 
them  want  a  peace  more  than  the  Jaft.  It  is  not 
now  the  bufinefs  of  France  to  exert  its  whole  force, 
as  it  did  in  former  wars,  with  three  or  four  armies 
in  Germany.  It  is  not  the  intereft  of  France  to  beat 
us  out  from  thence  ;  that  would  open  our  eyes.  The 
French  themfelves  have  found  already,  and  then  the 
people  of  England  would  foon  fee,  that  the  crown 
of  France  can  get  nothing  in  Hanover,  and  Britain 
can  lofe  nothing  :  and  the  French,  if  we  intreated 
them,  would  not  fuffer  their  army  to  flay  there  a 
twelvemonth  round.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  the 
intereit  of  either  of  the  two  generals  to  put  an  end 
to  the  war :  it  certainly  is  not  the  French  intereft  ; 
and  our  foreign  general  has  it  not  in  his  power  to 
do  it,  though  his  fuccefs  mould  be  five  times  greater 
than  any  he  has  yet  met  with.  Put  his  three  campaigns 
into  one  :  not  the  expences  of  them,  they  will  re- 
main a  heavy  load  of  debt  on  our  revenue  :  our 
millions  in  Germany,  too  like  to  our  moments,  pere- 
unt  fcf  imputantur  ;  but  put  the  victories  of  his  three 
campaigns  all  into  one  •,  three  fuch  as  thofe  of  Cre- 
velt,  Minden,  and  Warburgh,  all  in  a  fummer, 
could  have  no  effect  on  France  towards  putting  an 
end  to  the  war.  The  French  court  at  the  worft 
could  but  have  their  army  driven  home ;  and  would 
be  as  ready  the  next  year  to  invade  the  Electorate 
as  the  laft.  In  fliort,  there  has  never  any  reafon  yet 
been  given  to  convince  us,  that  France  may  not, 
with  little  more  than  its  ordinary  revenue,  keep  on 

S  the 
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the  war  in  its  prefent  (late  for  ten  years  to  come. 
France,  while  it  is  itfelf  fufFering  nothing,  and  run- 
ning its  enemy  every  year  ten  millions  nearer  its 
ruin,  will  not  fue  for  peace.  Many  perfons  I  know 
will  think  it  ftrange  to  hear  of  ruin  in  the  midft  of 
victory  and  fuccefs.  The  Englifh  nation,  it  will 
be  faid,  never  appeared  fo  great  as  it  has  the  Jail 
year.  But  may  we  not  deceive  ourfelves  by  making 
the  vaft  increafe  of  our  debt  the  meafure  of  our 
greatnefs  ?.  Can  our  conquefts  be  rendered  in  the  leaft 
degree  more  fecure,  for  any  the  greateft  fucceffes 
we  can  hope  for  in  Germany  ?  The  only  way  to  fe- 
cure the  prefent,  is  to  go  on  to  make  more  :  not 
ufelefs  ones  on  the  Mifiiflippi,  but  by  feizing  the 
French  iflands,  and  holding  their  whole  Weft- 
India  trade  in  depofite  for  Hanover ;  and  thereby 
cutting  off  the  means  of  their  prefent  fupplies  to 
invade  it,  as  well  as  making  them  willing  to  fubmit 
to  any  terms  to  recover  a  part  of  their  lofies  ?  Is  there 
any  poflible  way  left  for  the  French  to  fave  or  recover 
their  colonies,  but  only  by  beating  or  exhaufting  us 
in  Germany  ?  Could  they  do  either,  if  we  would  not 
go  thither  ?  Shall  we  be  the  better  able  to  defend 
our  conquefts  for  our  having  three  years  hence  fifty 
millions  the  lefs  in  our  pockets  ? 

I  know  it  is  faid  that  we  have  money  enough ; 
I  acknowledge  that  hitherto  we  have  felt  no  want 
of  it :  but  furely  the  moft  fanguine  among  us  will  not 
fay  that  an  expence  of  fifteen  millions  is  to  be  con- 
tinued 15  years  longer.    Should  other  wife  and  good 

men 
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men  think,  that  we  cannot  fupport  fuch  an  enormous 
expence  beyond  another  year  ;  yet  no  one,  as  a  friend 
of  his  country,  would  be  fond  of  giving  his  reafons 
for  it.  There  are  others  indeed,  who  think  that 
the  greater  debt  we  incur,  the  better ;  becaufe  then, 
fay  they,  we  (hall  be  fo  much  the  nearer  wiping  out 
the  whole.  This  third  fort  are  not  the  people  which 
1  fhall  reafon  with ;  I  only  wifh  that  the  two  for- 
mer would  bethink  themfelves  in  time  of  the  dan- 
gers, to  which  they  expofe  the  publick  from  them, 
by  running  the  war  into  an  expence  fo  much  beyond 
our  abilities. 

I  am  as  thankful  as  any  man  for  the  taking 
of  Montreal ;  but  that  fervice  has  been  compleat- 
ed  by  the  regiments  which  were  there  before  •, 
the  nation  therefore  has  this  year  been  at  no  expence 
of  traniports,  &c.  upon  that  account.  Nor  has 
any  expedition  which  we  know  of  been  formed  this 
year,  any  more  than  the  laft,  againft  the  French  iflands. 
While  the  only  poffeffions  of  value  belonging  to  our 
enemies  out  of  France,  have  lain  open  to  our  con- 
quefts,  our  men  of  war  have  been  watching  a  few 
broken  back'd  fhips  in  the  Villain  for  want  of  other 
employment  -,  yet  without  any  new  expedition  hither- 
to failed,  or  any  frefh  national  attempts,  more  than 
the  continuation  of  thofe  of  laft  year,  our  expences- 
have  increafed.  I  have  hitherto  fpoke  of  fifteen 
millions ;  but  will  not  the  real  charge  of  this  year  1 7  60 
be  eighteen  millions  ?  And  have  we  not  evenflill  heard 
S  2  of 


[     *3*     ] 

of  memorials,  complaining,  that  enough  is  not  done 
for  the  German  fervice  ?  As  the  demands  for  the* 
Britilh  war  muft  necelTarily  be  reduced  j  thofe  for 
the  German  fcem  to  be  increafing. 

We  are  now,  it  is  faid,  going  to  create  twelve 
millions  new  debt,  with  an  expence  pofiibly  of 
twenty  :  If  indeed  a  Britifh  parliament  will  concur, 
to  fix  in  the  unbiafTed  mind  of  our  gracious  fove- 
reign,  fo  very  erroneous  a  ftandard  ot  loyalty.  Can 
Gentlemen  think  of  going  on  thus  to  load  our  na- 
tional induftry  with  the  interefc  of  twelve  millions 
a  year  j  for  a  fervice,  in  which,  fuppofing  our  army 
to  be  as  fuccefsful  as  we  pleafe,  it  will  be  hard  to 
point  out  any  benefit,  even  of  the  fmalleft  value* 
which  can  relult  to  Britain.  We  may  talk  as  we  pleafe 
of  a  French  bankruptcy  ;  but  can  any  man  prove, 
that  our  enemies  may  not  go  on  feven  years  longer? 
Will  any  man  avow  the  running  his  country  a  hun- 
dred millions  farther  in  debt  ?  Dare  we  imagine, 
that  our  credit  can  extend  fo  far  ;  or  our  manufac- 
tures and  exports,  bear  the  load  of  fuch  an  intereft? 
I  will  leave  the  reader  to  picture  to  himfelf,  what 
muft  happen  long  before  we  have  gone  fuch  a  length. 
Shall  we  then,  when  all  the  neighbouring  nations 
have  been  drawing  their  money  out  of  our  hands, 
and  quarrelling  with  us  for  their  principal ;  with  all 
the  confufions  of  bankruptcy  ;  in  that  general  date 
of  diftrufr,  which  every  individual  muft  have  of 
his  neighbour ;  with  our  fwords  pofiibly  aimed  ac 
each  other's  throats ;  fhall  we  then  be  able  to-  raile 

ten 
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ten  millions  within  the  year  to  protect  the  Electo- 
rate, or  to  defend  ourfelves. 

Some  of  my  readers  will  recollect  upon  this  occafion, 
the  hiftory  of  one  of  the  firil  of  the  ancient  ftates  ; 
which,  tho'  under  a  popular  government,  was  efteem- 
ed  the  wifefl: :  till  that  fatal  period  •,  when,  being  en- 
gaged  in  a  war  at  home  with  their  only  dangerous  ri- 
val, which  was  fuperior  to  them  at  land,  but  which 
they  triumphed  over  every  year  at  fea  with  a  fleet  of 
two  hundred  fail  •,  they  at  length,  when  their  riches 
and  naval  power  were  at  their  greateft  heighth,  and 
their  enemy's  coaft  lay  all  open  to  them,  neglected 
their  own  war,  to  go  upon  a  diftant  land-war,  in  fup- 
port  of  a  little  remote  ftate,  fcarce  heard  of  before? 
and  made  important  only  by  that  alliance.  We 
mail  foon,  I  hope,  fee  the  miftake  of  perfifting  in 
any  fuch  impracticable  attempts ;  and  mail  not  give 
occafion  for  pofterity  to  pafs  the  fame  judgment 
upon  our  German  war,  as  the  wife  Roman  did  upon 
the  Sicilian  :  Hie  primum  cpes  illius  civitatis  viff<e, 
comminute,  deprejfaque  funt :  in  hoc  portu  Athe- 
men/mm  nobilitaUs,  imperii,  gloria  naufrr.gium  faclum, 
ewftimatur.     Cic.  in  Ver. 
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franJJation  r.f  a  Convention  between  his  Mnjefly 
and  the  King  of  Pntffia,  concluded  andfgmd 
at  London ',  the  nth  of  Jpril  1758. 


¥V 


TRANSLATION. 

7HEREAS  a  treaty  between  their  Britannic 
f  and  Pruffian  Majefties  was  concluded  and 
figned  on  the  16th  day  of  January  1756,  the  fti- 
pulations  whereof  tended  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
general  peace  of  Europe,  and  of  Germany  in  par- 
ticular :  and  whereas  fmce  that  period  France  has 
not  only  invaded  the  Empire  with  numerous  armies, 
and  attacked  their  aforefaid  Majefties  and  their  al- 
lies, but  has  alfo  excited  other  powers  to  act  in  like 
manner :  and  whereas  it  is  fo  notorious,  that  tfye 
extraordinary  efforts  made  by  his  Pruflian  Majefty 
to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  number  of  enemies, 
who  have  attacked  him  on  fo  many  fides  at  once, 
have  occafioned  a  very  great  and  burthenfome  ex- 
pence  ;  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  his  revenues  have 
been  greatly  diminilhed  in  thofe  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions which  have  been  the  feat  of  the  war  ;  and 
their  Majefties  having  mutually  determined  to  con- 
tinue their  efforts  for  their  reciprocal  defence  and 
fecurity,  for  the  recovery  of  their  poflefiions,  for 
the  protection  of  their  allies,  and  the  prefervation 

of 
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of  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body ;  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty  has  refolved,  in  confequence  of  thefc 
confiderations,  to  give  an  immediate  fuccour,  in 
money,  to  his  Prufiian  Majefty,  as  the  fpeedieft  and 
moil  effectual ;  and  their  aforefaid  Majefties  have 
thought  proper,  that  a  convention  mould  be  made 
thereupon,  in  order  to  declare  and  afceitain  their 
reciprocal  intentions  in  this  refpect ;  for  which  pur- 
pofe  they  have  appointed  and  authorized  their  re- 
fpeclive  minifters,  viz.  In  the  name  and  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  his  privy  counfellors, 
Sir  Robert  Henley,  knight,  lord  keeper  of  the 
great  leal  of  Great  Britain,  John  earl  of  Granville, 
prefident  of  his  council,  Thomas  Holies  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  flrft  lord  commiffioner  of  his  treafury, 
Robert  earl  of  Holdernefle,  one  of  his  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate,  Philip  earl  of  Hardvvicke,  and 
William  Pitt,  efquire,  another  of  his  principal  fe- 
cretaries  of  ftate  ;  and  in  the  name  and  on  the  part 
of  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  the  Sieurs  Dodo  Henry 
baron  of  Knyphaufen,  his  privy  counfellor  of  em- 
baffy  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  and  Lewis  Michell,  his  charge 
d'affaires  at  the  faid  court ;  who,  after  having  com- 
municated to  each  other  their  refpective  full  powers, 
have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

I. 

His  Majefty  the  king  of  Great  Britain  engages  to 
caufe  to  be  paid,  in  the  city  of  London,  to  the 

perfon 
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perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  be  authorized  for  that 
purpofc  by  his  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  fum 
of  four  millions  of  German  crowns,  amounting  to 
fix  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ; 
which  intire  fum  fhall  be  paid  at  once,  immediately 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  upon  the 
requifition  of  his  Pruflian  Majefty. 


II. 


His  Majefty  the  king  of  Pruffia  engages,  on  his 
part,  to  employ  the  laid  fum  in  keeping  up  and  aug- 
menting his  forces,  which  fhall  aft  in  the  mod  ad- 
vantageous manner  for  the  common  caufe,  and  for 
the  End  propoled  by  their  aforefaid  Majefties,  of 
reciprocal  defence  and  mutual  fecurity. 


III. 


The  High  contracting  Parties  moreover  engage, 
viz.  On  the  one  part,  his  Britannic  Majefty,  both 
as  King  and  as  Eleclor  •,  and,  on  the  other  part,  his 
Pruflian  Majefty  •,  not  to  conclude  any  treaty  of 
peace,  truce,  or  neutrality,  or  any  other  convention 
or  agreement  whatfoever,  with  the  powers  who  have 
taken  part  in  the  prefent  war,  but  in  concert,  and 
by  mutual  confent,  and  exprefsly  comprehending 
eac}i  other  therein. 


IV.  This 
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IV. 

This  convention  fhall  be  ratified  ;  and  the  ratifi- 
cation thereof  (hall  be  exchanged  on  both  fides, 
within  the  term  of  fix  weeks,  to  be  reckoned  from 
the  date  of  the  figning  of  this  convention,  or  fooner, 
if  pofiible. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  We  the  under  written  mini- 
fies of  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 
of  his  Majefiy  the  King  of  Pruffia,  by  virtue  of 
our  full  powers,  have  figned  this  prefent  convention, 
and  have  fet  the  feals  of  our  arms  thereto. 

Done  at  London,  the  1 1  th  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1758. 


ERRATA.     Page  1 ir>.  line  14.  for  dejtre,  read  have  dtfr 
1 17.  line  3.  for//*,  read  their. 
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